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New Years Resclution 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


have never made any resolu- 
tions at the New Year since 
I was a child, for I soon 
learned that they were in 
the same category as vows— 
there is no strength in man 
to keep them. But for some 
weeks I have been thinking 
over a course of action that 
would be different from pre- 
vious courses of action, and thought that it might 
be well to tell the Eternity family about it. 

Perhaps the following lines rise out of the fact 
that we have recently celebrated my twenty- 
fifth anniversary as pastor of Tenth Church in 
Philadelphia. I have tried to keep busy during 
those years; a friend once told me that the mere 
recital of my activities made him tired. I must 
testify to the honor and glory of the Lord that 
He has given me grace and has sustained me at 
every step of the way. During those years I 
have preached about 400 times a year, edited 
twelve issues of a magazine, written several 
books, prepared 52 radio sermons for delivery 
and printing, carried on a voluminous corres- 
pondence, found a great deal of time for my 
family, especially in the earlier years when they 
most needed me, and have managed to spend 
several hours each day reading. Recently, also, 
I have had time to make some motion pictures 
and write scripts for several more that we expect 
to make. 

All this has been due to the fact that the Lord 
has surrounded me with wonderful elders and 
other officers in my church and a wonderful staff 
in the other phases of my activities. And the 
Lord has raised up many thousands of people 
who have prayed for me, and through them has 
supplied the large sums which have made all of 
the work possible. 

At the time of my anniversary, in the mass 
meeting at Town Hall, I heard, the many 
speeches, and saw the crowd of people, and the 
scores of ministers on the platform. When it 
was my turn to make some remarks I noted that 
all this was one of the most humbling experi- 
ences of my life. The reason why this was so 
grew out of a conversation that had taken place 
the previous week. One of the members of the 
committee had come to talk to me about the 
meeting, and he had expressed the desire that I 
would sit up in the meeting and act as if I was 
enjoying it (It appears that at times I have 
been seen bowing my head and running my fingers 
through my hair when something in a meeting 
has displeased me!). 

Then he said to me, speaking of the com- 
mittee that had worked on the anniversary prep- 
arations, “Those fellows certainly love you.” I 
was stunned for a moment. He left my home 


shortly thereafter, and I walked out under the 
trees thinking about that statement. I knew that 
I loved many people, and loved many of them 
very dearly, but I had never thought about their 
loving me. My family, yes; but others... I 
remembered when I was a small boy and came 
to my first day in school. They kept me in the 
first grade for about two hours and then I was 
marched into the second grade. That year the 
first-graders hated me because I was the smart 
kid that had gone ahead, and the second-graders 
hated me because I was the first-grader that had 
come in to show them up by my being there. At 
least, I thought they hated me; and to think 
such a thing conditions one as much as though 
it were a fact. So I developed the practice of 
doing my work in an attitude of not caring what 
anybody in the world might think. And I rather 
carried that attitude through my life. 

But that night, listening to the kind things 
that were being said, hearing the testimonies of 
those who had been saved through my ministry, 
and remembering the words that had been 
spoken to me, “Those fellows certainly love 
you,” I began to think that perhaps a whole lot 
of people did love me, and suddenly I saw that 
this was going to make a big difference in a lot 
of things. I knew, of course, that they didn’t 
love me for anything that was from Adam, but 
only for that which was from Christ, but per- 
haps there was enough of this to let me relax in 
some of my attitudes. And hence this Editorial. 

Early in my ministry I conceived the idea that 
I must strike out against all error wherever I 
saw it. I used only one kind of ammunition. I 
hit an error wherever I saw it. If it was in 
Christian Science, Unitarianism, or in Roman- 
ism, I swung hard. If it was in some funda- 
dental leader with whom I was in ninety-five 
per cent agreement, I swung hard at the five per 
cent. From now on I am going to use two kinds 
of ammunition, and I believe that there are 
many cases in the latter (five per cent) class 
that I will just let go unnoticed. Perhaps they 
do not like the five per cent difference in me, 
either! : 

Of course, it should be understood that there 
are some drawbacks to being an Editor. A man 
I know wrote a book some years ago and I re- 
viewed it. I thought I was giving the book 
tremendous praise. But he picked cut one sen- 
tence that catalogued the book at less than he 
dreamed it to be and he hardly spoke to me for 
five years! I still am an Editor, and may have 
to review books, and I am still going to reserve 
my Editorial honesty, but I will surely try to 
underline the points of agreement and touch as 
lightly as possible the points of disagreement. 

And I want to have Christian fellowship with 
a much wider circle of people. Six years ago, 
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By James Strong 


Accurate, simple to use, listing every 

word in every passage in which 

it occurs—here is the complete 
concordance of the common English 

Bible. 

Actually a biblical library of four 
complete books, Strong’s Concord- 
ance brings: 

The Main Concordance, listing al- 
phabetically every word in the 
Bible 

The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words translated 
differently in certain English and 
American versions 

Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
of the Old Testament 

Greek Dictionary of the New 
Testament 

With only one key word, by using 

Strong’s Concordance you can quick- 
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time book for lifetime use—the 
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The Book of Revelation 

“Few of the commentari s 
that have been written or this 
profound and mysterious book 
are as sound and as simple as 
this one. . Moody Monthly. 
Cloth $1.75 Paper $1.00 
Get all 34 of Humberd’s books 

for only $8.30 
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tenor vocalist, 
experienced song leader, trumpet player, steel 
guitarist, hammond chord organist, would lite 
to team up with experienced evangelist with 
view to full time e gelisti paign work. 


JAMES McGREACHAN 
2028 North Mohawk Street Chicago, Illinois 
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LELAND WANG IN AUSTRALIA 

From May to October I have toured 

Malaya, Indo-China, Manila, Hong Kong 
and Formosa preaching 204 times. Praise 
the Lord for the joy of seeing hundreds 
of people come to the Saviour. Will ar- 
rive Java tomorrow with heavy program 
ahead of me. Hope to sail for Sydney 
on November 29th—(arriving Sydney 
December 10) and then go to Melbourne 
on December 30. Please ask Eternity 
readers to pray for me and the work. 

LELAND WANG 
The Chinese Foreign Missionary Union 
Java, Indonesia 
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A CASE FOR THE EXPERT 

The following illustration came to me 
as I was preparing a sermon on the 
image of God: 

When a TV set is first delivered and 
set up the image is sharp and clear as it 
was intended to be. But when disturbing 
influences come into play or the heart 
mechanism goes out of kilter, the picture 
becomes blurred and unsteady. The origi- 
nal image is distorted. It is time to call 
the expert who can restore the image to 
its original perfection. 

If we watch closely as he goes to work 
on the heart mechanism, making an ad- 
justment here and there, the image be- 
comes clearer and clearer. But sometimes 
all the adjusting is not enough. Parts need 
to be replaced or even the set needs to be 
exchanged for another, in order that the 
image may be up to the standard of the 
manufacturer, up to the standard in the 
written warranty. 

Since the image of God in us has be- 
come distorted we, too, need the services 
of the Expert. We who have called Him 
in and permitted Him to go to work mak- 
ing adjustments on our heart mechanism 
can see the image becomine clearer and 
clearer. Yet the set is so broken down that 
He informs us that it will have to be re- 
placed. To insure us of the original image 
of God. clear and sharp as we read it 
should be according to the warrantee in 
God’s Word, these sets of our bodies will 
be replaced with new glorified bodies. In 
the meantime until the new model is de- 
livered, He has promised to keen this 
present set adjusted to give the best image 
possible under the circumstances. 

Witrarp L. OsterHELDT 
Enid, Oklahoma 


POSTWAR JAPAN 

The Emperor of Japan is now visiting 
the Tombs of the Imperial Ancestors with 
a view to informing them that Japan has 
become a sovereign nation again. The 
various restrictions of the occupation 
which have inhibited the actions of the 
Japanese in the post-war period are now 
removed and we will soon be able to see 
whether Japan has really gained stature 
as a democratic nation, or not. 

Most Japanese regret the necessity which 
called for the Security Pact with the 
United States with its provision for an 





American garrison in Japan. This does 
not mean that the Japanese have become 
anti-American, nor that they are lacking 
in an appreciation of the fact that the 
troops are here for their protection. It is’ 
simply a fact that the long-time presence 
of a body of foreign troops in any land’ 
is bound to lead to increasing problems 
and situations of irritation. Just to men- 
tion the increasing population of tens of 
thousands of children of Japanese-Ameri- 
can parentage will suffice to indicate that 
there are problems. Prominent educators 
have deplored the demoralizing effect of 
American ways with women on children 
and youth, and our well-known and much 
beloved Dr. Tamaki Uyemura has even 
written an open letter to the wife of the 
Commanding General on this delicate sub- 
ject. While some members of the occupa- 
tion forces have conducted themselves in 
a manner which does full credit to Ameri- 
can Christianity, there are also many 
whose manner of life has not been such 
as to commend either the Gospel or 
American democracy to the Japanese. 

In view of the above statement it will be 
only fair to admit that the postwar mis- 
sionary crusade in Japan has also be- 
wildered the Japanese and given them some 
ground for questioning certain aspects of 
the American missionary enterprise. The 
so-called MacArthur policy of welcoming 
foreign religionists to Japan, not only 
resulted in the coming of workers of little 
known and most divisive American sects, 
but in the advent of some which are de- 
cidedly questionable. There are now fully 
twice as many missionary societies and 
denominations, when compared with the 
number before the war, with the latest 
reports indicating about eighty and sixty 
respectively. To add to the confusion, 
other well-meaning American religious or- 
ganizations send preaching deputations to 
Japan, apparently assuming that a typical 
American sermon will convert the Japa- 
nese, even then the Japanese interpreter 
is quite in the fog when it comes to 
knowing what the preacher is trying to say. 
Such “fly-by-night” visitors report con- 
verts by the thousands and often give the 
impression that the hard working mis- 
sionaries, who are here for life, are simply 
not being used of the Lord. Attention has 
recently been called to the fact that much 
of American government spending abroad 
is only calculated to pauperize the recipient 
nations and is not likely to contribute to 
sound economic recovery. It also needs to 
be recognized that mission funds from 
abroad must be administered in such 
fashion as to contribute to the establish- 
ment of churches which are truly in- 
digenous in the sense of being self-propa- 
gating, self-supporting, and self-governing. 
While the Japanese Christians have needed 
some help during the period of rehabilita- 
tion, due care should be taken lest they be 
deprived of the privilege and joy of 
sacrificial giving. The Bible societies 
learned long ago that it is best to charge 
at least a nominal sum for a Bible or 
Scripture portion and the organizations 
which are dedicated to the free distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures should take a lesson 
from this long experience. American 
manufacturers of tracts also need to 
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Wren I trusted 
Christ as my Saviour- 
Messiah, my family dis- 
owned me.” This is the tes- 
timony of many newly-saved 
Jewish Christians. 


Many of these converted Jews, many 
Jewish displaced persons, orphaned 
Jewish children, widows and others of 
God’s chosen people in Israel, Germany, 
France, Belgium, Poland, England and 
the United States are in desperate need 
of material help. More important even 
than their physical need, is their need 
for spiritual strengthening and 
encouragement in their distress. 
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‘was born of the conviction that 
Christians had a sacred obligation to 
proclaim Christ to His own people, the 
Jews, and to minister to the urgent ma- 
terial needs of Jewish refugees and out- 
casts. Often such help has saved a Jewish 
family from complete despair and opened 
their hearts to the Gospel. 


We invite you to share the blessings that 
have come to us through this ministry. 
Will you give THE FRIENDS OF 
ISRAEL your prayerful support? 







FREE! Read thrilling reports of 
Jewish evangelism in our maga- 
zine ISRAEL MY GLORY. 
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recognize that an effective tract is an 
indigenous one. Too many American mis- 
sionary societies are acting as though 
there were no others in the field and thus 
fail to act in accordance with the Chris- 
tian principles of mutual respect and 
comity or brotherly love. All this is quite 
confusing to the Japanese who will only 
become convinced when they see Christians 
loving one another. 

On several notable occasions in the 
past, reaction has set in and seriously af- 
fected the success of the missionary enter- 
prise. The reaction of the last decade of 
the 19th century was largely due to the 
disposition of the western powers to retain 
exterritoriality rights and the Christian 
movement was also made impotent by the 
rapid influx of western rationalism and 
destructive criticism. The reaction of the 
1920’s which paved the way for the 
militarists and led to a weakening of demo- 
cratic and liberal thought in Japan was 
quite largely due to the discriminatory 
legislation of the alien land laws and ex- 
clusion act. The present situation in Japan 
contains the seeds of another reaction 
which might have a very serious effect 
upon the missionary enterprise. The 
fluidity of Japanese thought in the postwar 
period may soon harden into patterns which 
will make the work of evangelism more 
difficult. God alone is able and thus it 
behooves God’s people to be very prayer- 
ful and keep in close fellowship with Him 
in these crucial days. 

The superficial methods of mass appeal 
will not suffice and thus it is necessary to 
go deep in training “faithful men who 
will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 
2:2). The Hokkaido Christian Training 
Institute has been in operation since the 
first of the year and is already meeting 
a great need. Training conferences or 
inStitutes for lay groups have averaged 
two a month; not to mention several for 
ministers. Notable among these was one 
for youth leaders from groups in the 
pioneer circuits; which occasion was 
marked by the conversion of a Catholic 
lady school teacher. The period of the 
festival of the mountain god was utilized 
to hold a training institute for lay leaders 
from churches of coal mining towns. 
Several denominations have held their an- 
nual meetings and conferences at the 
institute, where sixty individuals can be 
lodged at one time and about one hundred 
accommodated for meals. The Sapporo 
Bible School (SBS) is now in operation, 
with about forty students taking the 
courses in Bible, Evangelism, Religious 
Education, Christian Doctrine, and Church 
History. The sale of Bibles and Christian 
books and tract distribution has steadily 
increased. Bible correspondence courses are 
being developed. A neighborhood Sunday 
school and other meetings are serving as 
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a means of outreach into the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

The close proximity of the Institute 
building to the Hokkaido University, prin- 
cipal institution of higher learning on the 
Island, affords abundant opportunity for 
work with university students. There are 
several Bible classes and discussion groups 
meeting each week and students utilize 
the facilities for reading, study, and recrea- 
tion. The Christian associations also use 
the facilities and now a chapter of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship is 
com'ng into being with some of the more 
earnest students definitely interested in 
evangelism on the campus. A recent con- 
ference for ranking members of the 
Faculty was attended by twenty-six deans, 
department heads, and professors, and 
several are attending Bible classes, with 
the prospect of a Faculty Bible class in 
view. 

Reference has already been made to the 
urgent need for all Protestants or evan- 
gelical missions to practice comity prin- 
ciples in connection with the work of 
evangelism. To this end, steps were taken 
last year to organize the Hokkaido 
Protestant Missionary Fellowship and 
several meetings have already been held. 
About forty-five missionaries of twelve 
societies of the United States, Canada, 
Great Britain, Finland, and Sweden are 
now participating. In this way provision 
is being made for united prayer and con- 
sultation and the meeting this month will 
hear reports of the work of each society 
and the respective plans for the future. It 
is hoped that plans will mature whereby 
each society will assume responsibility for 
the evangelization of one or more con- 
tiguous territories and not only do a more 
thorough job but avoid over-lapping and 
competition in the unevangelized areas, 
where there are still over 200 towns and 
villages yet to have established churches, 
not to mention the larger number of smaller 
piaces. The Hokkaido Christian Training 
Institute is serving as the headquarters of 
the Fellowship; and here is deposited the 
joint Audio-visual Evangelism materials 
loan library, which is administered by a 
committee of four missionaries. Films, 
slides, and other materials and equipment 
are made available both for the use of 
missionaries and Japanese churches. Other 
cooperative projects are in view, including 
occasional joint evangelistic efforts in the 
larger population centers. The Fellowship 
is hoping to acquire a large tent and 
transport equipment, which can be loaned 
to any group which wishes to conduct a 
tent mission in opening new places to the 
Gospel. There are now about a hundred 
Protestant churches in Hokkaido, with 
some forty-one educational and_ social 
service projects, as compared with twenty 
Catholic churches and as many projects. 

We covet your continued prayers for 
Japan in these crucial days and will be 
glad to hear from any of you concerning 
your special interest in the work here. 


Yours in the furtherance of the Gospel, 


KATHARINE and Gorpon CHAPMAN 
The Hokkaido Christian Training Institute 
Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan 
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Broaden your church activities 
with REVERE TAPE RECORDER 


In dozens of ways, tape recordings can 
extend and improve the activities of your 
church. As simple to operate as a radio, the 
Revere Tape Recorder captures every 
sound, every yvoice—anything that can be 
heard!—and reproduces it with life-like 
clarity. Use it to practice your scripture 
reading and sermon delivery . . . for choir 
rehearsals and musical accompaniment... 
to bring complete church services to shut- 
ins ... to record study group sessions and 
important lectures. 


The new Revere 


TAPE RECORDER 


Here’s the tape recorder that is in a class all 
by itself. Embodying sweeping new advances 
in electronic audio-engineering, Revere brings 
you performance and quality heretofore obtain- 
able only in costly professional broadcast 
equipment. Note these outstanding features: 
“‘BALANCED-TONE” CONTROL— provides pro- 
fessional high fidelity tonal quality. 
EXCLUSIVE INDEX COUNTER—permits instant 
location of any part of recorded reel. 
AUTOMATIC KEY-CONTROLS—record, play or 
stop recorder instantly. 

HIGH-SPEED FORWARD and REWIND LEVER— 
excludes backlash and tearing of tape. 

EXTRA ECONOMY —full two-hour play on each 
7 inch reel of erasable, re-usable tape. May also 
be used for PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM. 
Add to these, all the regular Revere features 
and you have the recorder that fulfills exact- 
ing demands everywhere. See this remarkable 
recorder at your dealer’s, or write direct for 
complete information. 
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Model T-7009—Complete with microphone, radio attachment cord, 2 reels 
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Other Famous Revere Models 
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T-100—Standard, I-hour play........seseeccsecccceeees $169.50 
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REVERE 16mm SOUND MOVIE PROJECTOR 
Shows educational films at their best. Bright, clear screen image and 
fnest ‘‘Theater Tone” sound. For silent movies, too. Extremely simple 
to set up and operate. Slip-over case holds accessorics, doubles as a 
speaker. Complete unit weighs only 33 pounds..... +. $325.00 


Revere CAMERA ComPANy :..CHICAGO 16, InLINOms 








THE ANTICHRIST 
The world sometimes ridicules 
preachers for speaking on the sub- 
ject of the coming Man of Sin, the 
Anti-christ. The following poem, 
read over the B.B.C. in England and 
published in The Listener, is a birth- 
day card for the Antichrist. The 
poet is James Kirkup. 
Wherever now you are, and whoever you 
may be, 
In countryside or city, in the mountains or 
at sea; 
Dark with the vigor of the wave that bears 
our age, 
Or fair and impossible as my own lost 
image ; 
You through the furnaces of all disaster 


Shall surely walk, and through the deserts 
of our day, 

Through the spirit’s night, the mind’s 
bright master 

You shall prove, and through the body’s 
golden clay 


Shall breathe the soul, and draw the pre- 
cious veins of stone 


That burn to speech the dumbness of our 
flesh and bone. 


You, at the last, great saviour, shall arrive, 
and be 


The one our insecurity confesses and 
awaits. 


For you alone can come, and take us 
seriously, 


With a gay abandon, we who at the gates 


Of nothing live with lust, and pride, and 
vanity, and war. 


May I, too, prince, now recognize for 
what you are 


You with the unknown face, and the 
familiar eyes 


Whose voice is all men’s, and whose love 
THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 

@ December 31, January 1, 2—Alham- 
bra Baptist Church, Alhambra, Califor- 
nia; January 4-9—San Gabriel Union 
Church, San Gabriel, California; Janu- 
ary 11-16—First Baptist Church, Po- 
mona, California; January 18-23— 
Community Church, Vista, California; 
January 25-30—San Diego, California. 
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A STUDY IN THE PRESERVA- 
TION OF SPIRIT, SOUL, AND BODY 


By Fred Mitchell 


Home Director of the China Inland Mission 
for Great Britain 


The urgent need everywhere of a bright witness for 
Christ, the hunger in many hearts to know of Him, 
and the scarcity of workers, all join to tempt the Lord’s 
servant to do more than he should, to go beyond his 
strength and labor out of God’s will, with consequent 
breakdown of mind or body. 

It is essential that we who serve the Lord Christ 
should know how to care for ourselves, if we are to 
live cheerfully, labor fruitfully, and glorify our Master 
in work and rest. An over-wrought “nervy” Christian 
does not commend the Gospel. A balanced and beautiful 
life, where service is the spontaneous outflow of a 
glad heart and sanctified mind, is a most desirable, as 
well as a most delightful, life. Let us learn how to keep 
“fit for the Master’s use”; and, having learnt the 
lessons, let us practice them. 


I. Our Threefold Nature 

We are not the spirit only—or the problem would 
not arise; we are also soul and body. 

The apostle Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, says, 
“The God of peace Himself sanctify (set you apart) 
wholly; and may your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved entire, without blame at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23 R.V.). 

When God created Adam He met this threefold need. 

He made to grow 

every tree that is pleasant to the 


sight, For the soul 

and good for food; For the body 

the tree of life also in the midst of aii 
For the spirit 


the garden. 
And for the body He gave also the needed exercise 
involved in the keeping of the garden. 

Writing to the Romans, long after, Paul deals with 
the same complex need. After showing the effect of 
sin upon the entire man—spirit, soul, and body—he 
proceeds to show the provision God has made in the 
Gospel. 
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The human spirit indwelt by God’s Spirit, the human 
mind renewed and transformed, and the human body 
and its members consecrated—that is His loving purpose 
for us all. In the first creation He willed that the 
dominant part of man should be the spirit, the soul 
becoming a fit avenue (or avenues) for the expression 
of the spirit’s life, and the body a medium for the 
display to the world of an inner glory received from 
the Lord; and His purpose in the new creation is 
nothing less. 


In that classic text about the tripartite nature of man, 
before quoted, Paul compares the complete human 
being to a Garrison. The central citadel and Captain’s 
headquarters represent the spirit; the streets and other 
means of intelligence, the soul; and the outer wall he 
compares to the body, with the Five Senses as the 
gateways. John Bunyan, in his Holy War, has immor- 
talized and developed this comparison. Paul longed 
for his Thessalonian friends and converts that their 
whole beings, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved entire, 
intact, or inviolate. “Faithful is He that calleth you, 
who also will do it” is his ground of confidence, and it 
may be ours. 


In another of his epistles he illustrates this same 
truth by writing, “Ye are the Tempie of God, and... 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you” (1 Cor. 3:16). Now, 
whatever temple Paul had in mind, it was certainly 
one of three departments, and the Shekinah glory in 
the midst. These three parts of the Temple or Taber- 
nacle well illustrate our complex life. The spirit is the 
Holiest Place; the soul, the Holy Place; and the body, 
the Outer Courtyard. When Isaiah had his vision, he 
was impressed with the sight of the “Lord sitting upon 
a throne .. . and His train filled the temple” (Isa. 6:1). 
Every part of it was needed for and sanctified by His 
presence. In the making of the Tabernacle and Temples 
He gave as explicit instructions for the dimensions and 
materials of the outer courts as for the Most Holy 
Place. Will He not give us a pattern for the ordering 
of our lives, if we but tarry with Him in the mount? 
We need to wait upon Him to learn the dimensions and 
materials of the life of our minds and bodies as well as 
of our spirits. “The way of transgressors is hard” (Prov. 
12:15) in these matters, but, our Lord said, “My yoke 
is easy, and My burden is light” (Mt. 11:30). By not 
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referring these matters to Him, have we not made our 
life of discipleship so much harder than it need have 
been? 


ll. The Needs of the Spirit 


It is suggestive that in Scripture there are few refer- 
ences to things mechanical—screws, hammers, saws, 
chisels, and so on, but abundant use of similes which 
are natural and beautiful—rivers, fountains, springs, 
dew, gardens, flowers, fruit, and the like. All these 
latter God uses to show us the kind of life He would 
have all His believing children live. He can make your 
life beauteous as a garden, refreshing as the dew, 
fragrant as flowers, fructifying as streams and springs. 
These are symbols of a satisfactory and normal 
Christian experience. 

The ideal is possible because Christ is our Life. The 
symbols are all true of Him. They may also be true of 
us, because He dwells in us, by His Spirit. In the holiest 
place of our spirits we have the Spirit of Christ, the 
Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and Son, and the characteristics of God’s life 
in Heaven and Christ’s life on earth should be blessedly 
reproduced in us. He who is the Inner Life of the 
Godhead is our Inner Life too. What may we not expect 
in growth in grace and likeness to Christ? Oh, the need 
of an unobstructed inflow of spiritual life and grace! 
To this end, let us consider two simple but vital needs. 


1. CONFESSION—that lost grace in the church of 
today. Let us be merciless and unsparing, in our self- 
judgment, in dealing with our personal sins. In His 
presence, with a sense of His holy eye upon us, let us 
recognize their source and tendencies, their nature, and 
the need of cleansing. Then let us make a full and 
detailed confession of the same to our merciful High 
Priest. Unconfessed sin is an early stage in backsliding, 
and God has said, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper” (Prov. 28:13). 


2. COMMUNION with God and waiting upon Him. 
Communion is a vital need. Time spent in waiting upon 
the Lord is not merely well spent time, but best- 
spent time. 


To talk with God—no breath is lost; 
Talk on! talk on! 

To walk with God—no strength is lost; 
Walk on! walk on! 

To wait on God—no time is lost; 
Wait on! wait on! 

To grind the axe—no work is lost; 
Grind on! grind on! 

The work is quicker, better done, 

Not needing half the strength laid on, 
Grind on! 


6 Whatever we believe we show in our lives 


ill. The Needs of the Soul 


God did not make us like the angels, spirits only, He 
gave us reasonable souls and bodies, that in these also 
we may glorify Him. 

With the popularizing of psychological study there 
has grown up, among Christians, a new attitude to the 
soul. This recent teaching is to the effect that everything 
pertaining to the soul is to be avoided. That some of 
God’s children—perhaps many—have been living in 
the “senses” and trusting to “feelings” is true; and, 
doubtless, some word of correction has been sorely 
needed. Now, however, the pendulum has swung to the 
opposite extreme, with a resulting attempt to discoun- 
tenance one of the three integral parts of our God- 
given constitution. God has given us a soul to be an 
avenue for the expression of His own life, dwelling in 
our regenerated spirits. So long as the faculties of the 
soul remain avenues, all is well; but when they usurp 
authority over the spirit, peril is certain. 

That God recognizes and values the soul is certain, 
“as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart” (Gr. “soul” Eph. 6:6). How can we do our part 
in that setting apart of our minds (the term “mind” is 
used here, and frequently afterwards, in place of “soul,” 
for simplicity’s sake) and its being preserved intact for 
God’s glory? 

Speaking generally, the needs of the mind are three: 
Work, Rest and CHANGE. 

God calls for a disciplined mind. “Gird up the loins 
of your mind” (1 Pet. 1:13). There are no promises 
available for idle minds. Industry is well pleasing to 
the Lord. It is glorifying to Him to develop our minds 
and memories, and He blesses the systematic and 
careful study of Holy Scripture. In the case of those 
to whom this message must chiefly come, perhaps the 
need of rest and change requires more emphasis. 

A story has come down from very early times, which, 
even if uncanonical, is useful as an illustration of the 
power for good there is in rest and change for the 
Christian’s mind. One day a visitor called upon John, 
who at that time was busily at work, writing his sublime 
Gospel. Expecting to find the apostle engaged in a 
prolonged season of prayer or meditation, the stranger 
was surprised to discover him enjoying himself with 
his pet parrot. The visitor ventured to express his 
surprise, whereupon the selfless disciple replied, “The 
bow that is always strung loses its strength.” And the 
church may be thankful, for the story goes that he 
returned from his change to write the fifteenth chapter 
of his Gospel. God had a quiet and rested mind at His 
disposal when He would teach the Church in all cen- 
turies the need of abiding in Christ. 

In the New Testament there are two words translated 
“rest” which are very interesting and instructive. The 
first is anapausis—the letting-go of labor. It is found 
in that classic Gospel verse “Come Unto Me, all ye that 
labor . . . I will give you rest,” (Mt. 11:28) that is, 
release from labor. The other is anesis, the letting-go 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Another milestone has passed, and in the providence 
of God we face a new year. What of the year that has 
passed? What is its most important event? Who is its 
most important man? What trends can be noted that 
seem to promise continuance? Let us spin the globe 
and look at Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 

In the land of Israel there has been little change 
during the past year. The economics of the country is 
most precarious, and the infant nation is existing on 
loans that have been raised in America. Industrial life 
increases slowly and agriculture is increasingly pro- 
ductive, with production far above what it was under 
the Arabs, and the best in the whole middle East. The 
lines of hatred are still sharply drawn with the Arab 
world. Technically Israel is still at war with Egypt, and 
the frontier lines are most carefully guarded. 

It should not be forgotten that there are some 
850,000 Arab refugees in Bible lands, this number of 
people having fled from Palestine, thinking that the 
Jews would soon be vanquished and that they could 
return. They are settled in horrible camps, under the 
worst possible conditions, and there is now no possible 
hope of repatriation as the lands which they abandoned 
have been allocated to Jews who have come from the 
ghettos of Europe. 

The greatest change in the Middle East has come in 
Egypt where a military revolution took place and the 
King of Egypt was forced to flee with his family. The 
dictator who seized power, Nagoub, is evidently a man 
who means business, for not only did he toss out the 
monarchy, but also forced the dissolution of the 
extremist political party which had caused so much 
trouble in the past. He has also come to an agreement 
that is rather remarkable since there has been so much 
animosity against the British in the land of the Nile. 
The ancient question of the Sudan has been amicably 
cesolved for the time by an agreement between the 
British and the Egyptians that the Sudanese shall be 
allowed to hold a plebiscite to decide whether they 
wish independence or union with Egypt. The amazing 
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thing is that Britain agreed that there should be no 
third proposition for continued British control. To me 
it is significant that Nagoub has ousted the King since 
the Bible prophesies that Egypt is not to rule herself 
throughout this age of the Gentiles. The real military 
control of Egypt is, of course, still in the hands of 
Britain, and they could walk into every part of the 
country on an instant’s notice were it necessary, and 
they still have adequate forces to hold the Suez Canal 
completely; yet Nagoub seems to be the first strong 
figure in the history of Egypt in the past several 
thousand years who has been an Egyptian. 

In Saudi Arabia the country continues to float on 
oil. From one of the most backward spots on the sur- 
face of the globe the nation has suddenly become one 
of the most modern. A railroad, 360 miles long, has 
been built from the coast to Riyadh, the capital. The 
locomotives look like a cross between a huge bull- 
dozer and a tank, for it is necessary to keep the rails 
clear of drifting sand. Painted green, they have three 
black chevrons on a white radiator, and every few 
miles they send piercing toots—the strident blast of 
the American diesel locomotive—across the desert. 
Not many of the desert nomads had so much as seen 
a wheeled vehicle five years ago, but to look at them 
today, at the controls of 600-horse-power locomotives, 
one would think they had been railway men all their 
lives. Thus the mysterious East is transformed. 

In Iran the sick old man continued to be premier and 
the situation remained static. We could skip over Persia 
entirely were it not for the fact that Time had named 
Mossadegh the man of the year for 1951 and looked on 
his influence as very great. We could not see it then 
and cannot see it now. 

India and Pakistan reached the fifth year of their 
separation. The old frontier between India and Afghan- 
istan, now the frontier between Pakistan and Afghan- 
istan, is very quiet, even quieter than it was under the 
British. A Moslem leader of Pakistan explained this: 
“They will accept things from us which they would 
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never accept from the British, for we are their brothers 
in Islam. In your day they feared your schools, your 
roads, your soldiers, for they seemed to stand for a 
foreign way of life—for domination. Now they turn to 
schools and do not worry that they shall be taught 
things that do not agree with the Koran. We are confi- 
dent that, in the long run, we can alter the frontier for 
the better. Maybe it will be the end of a great deal that 
was romantic, but surely it will also be the beginning 
of a great deal that will be of practical benefit to a 
backward people.” So much for Afghanistan, one of the 
last dark places of the earth. 

In India there is a five year plan, now extended to 
six, in which great things are being accomplished. 
Nehru said, on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of 
the handing over of power from the British to the 
Hindus, “The five year plan is the key to our future. We 
already have something to show. You must see our big 
engineering projects. You know, the Russians made 
enormous propaganda about Dnieprestroy. Our Dum- 
modar dam will develop far more power, yet we do 
not make so much propaganda of it. Perhaps it would 
be better if we did.” He then went on to say that the 
rural improvement plan was even more important than 
the engineering projects. India is awake. 

Yet this very consciousness is dangerous. For the 
land is in great need, and the present party in control 
of Parliament must succeed or there will be grave 
danger of the lands moving to Communism. India has a 
population of over 350,000,000 which is increasing by 
more than 4,000,000 every year. The necessity of moving 
at a very rapid pace can readily be seen, for in twenty 
years there will be 80,000,000 more mouths to feed, and 
in forty years the population of India will increase by 
the amount of the present population of the United 
States. But will there be forty years? 

When we go to the Far East we find the situation 
static. The war in Korea seems to be a stalemate. If 
the United Nations are not ready to use the full strength 
of their force, including atomic weapons, and the bomb- 
ing of cities within Chima, there is no possible chance 
of breaking the deadlock. The Japanese free elections 
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saw the practical death of the Communist party in that 
country. This is certainly the news of the year from our 
former Asiatic enemy. China seemingly grows stronger 
and the flood of Russian weapons is now so great that 
the supply lines through China to the borders of Indo- 
china and Siam are choked with weapons, and a large 
scale attack on the rice bowl of Asia seems imminent. 
It might well be that China (Russia) will come to some 
temporary face-saving agreement about Korea and then 
launch an attack the next day or week on southeastern 
Asia. 

Nothing important happened in the islands of the 
seas, except one event that was caused by Anglo Saxon 
powers. Off Australia the British exploded their first 
A-bomb. It had been placed in a ship, and the reports 
show that the ship was vaporized. Of its cousin, or 
another island, we shall speak in a moment. 

Africa is the important continent to watch in these 
days. The continent, rich and undeveloped, is seething 
with trouble and unrest. Strikes, riots, and uprisings 
keep breaking out. Old colonial ideas are being assailed 
by natives feeling their strength. In Tunis and Morocco 
there have been acts of terrorism as the native popu- 
lations seek to obtain home rule from the French. 

South of the Sahara in the vast body of the continent 
where the black races live, there are many trouble 
spots. There is no indication that the outbreaks are 
connecied, though Communism could easily take hold 
of and exploit some of the situations which the white 
man has made for himself by his uncompromising arro- 
gance and his stark cruelty. Native strikes have closed 
mines in Northern Rhodesia which have produced one 
tenth of the world’s supply of copper. The white miners 
reported for work, but the absence of forty thousand 
blacks forced the mines to close. The Union is out to 
get better wages for the Negroes who receive but a 
fraction of the wages paid to whites for similar work. 
The mine operators admit that there is little or no 
Communist influence among the union officials, but 
that the strikes are only the effort of the masses to 
better their conditions in a quite legitimate way. 

The bright spot on the continent is West Africa where 
Christianity has taken deep root and where many of 
the Negroes who have taken a place of leadership are 
Christians. The reorganization of West Africa to take 
natives into important posts is continuing smoothly and 
rapidly, and in many parts of West Africa the propor- 
tion of races in the government offices has risen to five 
or six blacks to one white. Many whites are working 
well under orders of their black colleagues. It would 
appear that Communism has lost much ground in West 
Africa because of this benevolent attitude, for the 
native leaders who are in control of the government 
in Nigeria and the Gold Coast have purged their ranks 
of Communists. This purging has spread to French 
Africa, and in the Ivory Coast a French court recently 
sentenced twenty-one natives to long prison terms for 
spreading Communist troubles; and the mass of the 
population seemed to justify the courts in their decision. 

(Continued on page 41) 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 


In order to understand any literary document it is 
necessary to study the circumstances in which it was 
written, to know something of the author, and some- 
thing of those to whom its message was addressed. 
The books of the Bible are no exception to this rule. 

As we turn to the text of John’s letters we shall try 
to apply it. We shall look briefly at the Church as it was 
in the closing years of the first century, we shall con- 
sider John in his extreme and mellow age, and we shall 
endeavor to reconstruct his congregation, and the wider 
public to whom his words were addressed. 

In studying the First Epistle of John it must be borne 
continually in mind that the letter was in all probabil- 
ity written to accompany the Fourth Gospel. The New 
Testament was approaching completion. The Synoptic 
Gospels were in circulation; the writings of Luke were 
generally known; the letters of Paul, Peter, Jude, and 
James were the common and already cherished pos- 
session of the Church. And now, with the ministry of 
Paul behind, with half a century of Christian experi- 
ence to shape the life and sharpen the problems of the 
Christian community, with the somber shadow of per- 
secution already darkening, and with a lifetime of 
pondering over those glorious three years in Palestine 
to enrich his memory, John felt the deep urge to write 
his Gospel. That precious book was to close the New 
Testament, and was to show Christ afresh against the 
background of the years, and in relation to the now 
completed corpus of Christian truth. It seems more 
than likely that the letter was written at the same time 
to accompany and to introduce the Gospel. That is why 
they must be read side by side in mutual and fruitful 
commentary. 

The letter dealt more directly with the spiritual 
problems of the hour, and attacked error with a direct- 
ness which would have been out of place in the Gospel. 
The letter applied to the moment’s need many of the 
truths developed in the Gospel. It formed, in a manner, 
a sermon upon it. And the letter, together with the 
Gospel, cast the only light we have upon the last thirty 
years of the first century. That is why it is important 
to look round and behind the words as well as into 
them. 
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We shall find more than history there; we shall find 
the author, and to gain some notion of the mind and 
heart of one who walked with Christ half a century 
beyond those moving years is fascinatingly interesting. 
We know little of the apostle’s life over the fifty years 
which follow the Lord’s ministry, but enough to follow 
its main outlines. Several references in the Book of 
Acts, and one in Galatians, suggest that he remained in 
Jerusalem until about 50 A.D. It is possible that he 
was in Rome at the time of the Neronian persecution in 
the middle sixties, and very probable that after the 
martyrdom of Peter and Paul he went to Ephesus. His 
mature ministry was certainly exercised here, and the 
“seven churches” of Revelation were no doubt his 
“circuit.” Revelation itself was written during a period 
of persecution—some say under Nero, others under 
Domitian—which punctuated this period. Of the apostle 
himself more will be said when we look more closely 
at what he wrote. 

Now for John’s public. The letter, like others in the 
New Testament, was written in deep disturbance of 
spirit, and in ardent desire to defend the faith. “Tall 
heresies and high” were abroad. How important it is 
to understand the difficulties of the early church, its 
perils from within, the deep dangers which beset its 
path. We speak, in fact, with considerable looseness of 
“the early Church.” One commentator remarks: “To 
think of getting back to its life is simply to talk of 
what we do not understand. Paul’s great endeavor, his 
mighty struggle and incessant prayer, was to get it 
away from its own feeble life, to lift it to a higher level 
and a purer air.” 

Most of Paul’s writings are the documents of that 
conflict. The same is true of the letters of John. We 
shall understand them better if we bear the problem 
in mind. The story is told in Greek mythology of how 
two snakes twined themselves round the cradle of the 
infant Heracles. The child seized them and strangled 
them. Two venomous foes twined themselves about the 
cradle of the infant church of Christ, and were like- 
wise strangled, but the struggle was not without tears 
and toil. The two reptiles were Jewish bigotry and 
pagan thought, and the two battles were mortal. 


(Continued on page 39) 
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IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


SENT OVER ALL THAT HE HAD (32:23) 
January 1 
This was to be a new beginning for Jacob and so, in 
God’s way, He had to come to the end of himself. It is 
only when we have reached the end of self that we can 
begin with God. Jacob had surrendered all the sheep, 
and then the more valuable animals, then the servant- 
wives and their children, then Leah and her children, 
then Rachel and her children. Then there was the 
brook Jabbok, and then, at last, Jacob. The same prin- 
ciple which had been put before Abraham in the 
moment of his call was not put before Jacob. Though 
the circumstances differed, the elements were the same. 
To Abraham God said, “Get thee out ... ” and the 
separation involved leaving home and friends and 
kindred. To Jacob God now says in effect, “Be sepa- 
rated from all your possessions and from all you hold 
dear and then you can find Me.” Note that this sur- 
render did not involve the permanent loss of all that 
he loved; but God must take all things away from us 

before He can start giving them back. 

Lord, may we send over all that we have. 


JACOB WAS LEFT ALONE (32:24) January 2 
Every part of the narrative shows that Jacob was 
afraid, and that he was aware of the danger that lay 
with Esau, approaching with four hundred men. Jacob 
had schemed and prayed, and planned and prayed, and 
connived and prayed, and now he had come to the end 
of his own efforts. We can be sure that he did not want 
this solitude. To be alone with nothing to do is the 
hardest situation in which a man of great energy and 
action can find himself. Jacob was not the strong, silent 
type. He is alone with the shadows, and there is danger 
behind every rock. This time there is no ladder from 
earth to Heaven—at least not in the early part of the 
night when he was left alone. Yet this aloneness was 
necessary to that which was to follow. God is not going 
to come to us when we are occupied with a crowd. 
Lord, may we come through loneliness to Thee. 


THERE WRESTLED A MAN WITH HIM (32:24) 
January 3 
Suddenly, out of the darkness, a hand was laid on 
Jacob. It must have been a horrible moment. The fierce 
terror that had lain in a thousand shadows was now 
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concentrated in one hand that fell on him. Jacob was no 
coward, and swiftly locked with this assailant. We do 
not know the thoughts of Jacob. Perhaps he thought 
this was a man from Esau, sent to keep him from the 
land of his inheritance. At all events we can be sure 
that it was a real wrestling, and that the opponent felt 
to him as any human body would feel to another 
wrestler. There have been those who have tried to 
spiritualize this contest, but the remaining verses will 
not permit such an interpretation. The sinew of his 
thigh was shrunken, and the children of Israel would 
not eat the sinew of any of the animals they killed, 
and this tradition was carried into Egypt. 

Lord, wrestle with us. 


A MAN (32:24) January 4 
Many times in the Old Testament the Lord God 
appeared to men in various forms, but it was never- 
theless, the Lord God. So it was here. The Man who 
wrestled with Jacob is twice called God (vs. 28, 30), 
while Hosea says, “He had power over the angel, and 
prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him 
. even Jehovah God of hosts; Jehovah is his memor- 
ial [Name].” Jacob was a fleshly man and it was 
necessary that he be overcome in his fleshly body before 
his spirit could be reached. Incidentally, it is worth 
noting in passing that the Man, elsewhere called an 
Angel, was really God, thus disproving the contention 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses that Jesus is only a created 
being because, according to them, all angels are created 
beings. God meets with man as Man, the God-Man, 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Therein is our hope. 
Lord, may the Son of Man master us. 


WRESTLED WITH HIM (32:24) January 5 

It is strange that so many preachers and teachers 
have twisted this to mean that Jacob wrestled with the 
Angel. The truth is that the Angel wrestled with Jacob; 
in order to overcome him. This should never be used 
as an illustration of prevailing prayer, but the great 
example of God’s pursuing love that will go so far as to 
break a man’s body in order to get through to the center 
of his being. “The wrestling was an endeavor on God’s 
part to break down Jacob’s opposition, to bring him to 
an end of himself, to take from him all self-trust, all 


confidence in his own cleverness and resource, to make 
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him know that Esau is to be overcome and Canaan 
obtained not by craft or flattery, but by Divine grace 
and power.” Lord, break us if necessary. 


UNTIL THE BREAKING OF THE DAY (32:24) 
January 6 
Why do we resist God so tenaciously? This incident 
shows us the inward stubbornness of our Adamic 
nature. We run from God and He pursues us as He 
pursued Jacob all the way to Bethel. We keep on run- 
ning and He is at our destination to provide blessings 
for us as He provided them for Jacob at Laban’s home. 
We receive His promises and build a set of human 
plans to try to do the job for ourselves. We even take 
of the blessings which He has given to us and try to 
use them as a bribe to the world to procure an uneasy 
peace for ourselves. When He will have none of our 
schemes we retire into the loneliness of a black night, 
pushing even our loved ones from us. He comes to 
bless us and we resist His efforts to do us good. He 
brings an armful of blessings and must tear our load of 
cursed things from our grasp before He can force His 
grace into our reluctant arms. He lays hold upon us in 

the darkness and we fight until the break of day. 
Lord, never let us go. 


HE TOUCHED THE HOLLOW OF HIS THIGH (32:25) 
January 7 
The Bible everywhere sets forth the idea that the 
evil heart of man is incurable (Jer. 17:9, Heb.). Our 
Adamic nature is so terrible that God Himself cannot 
do anything with it. There is no line in the Bible which 
would indicate that God can or will ever use anything 
that rises out of the natural being of man. He deals 
with it only by putting Christ on the cross and the 
Adamic nature with Him, and there striking the 
Saviour in order that the old nature may remain there, 
judged and crucified. He wrestles with that old nature 
in Jacob and does not prevail. It is then that He reaches 
to touch the very sinew of our strength in order to 
reduce us to helplessness. Then only are we ready to 
abandon our fluttering fears and rest in Him because 
there is nothing else we can do. It is then that sovereign 
grace masters us. 
Lord, touch our strength and bring us to grace. 


OUT OF JOINT (32:25) January 8 

Is it not strange that we force God to dislocate our 
plans, our lives, and even our bodies because we refuse 
to bow to His will? God had been trying to get Jacob 
to submit to Him for years, but Jacob was fighting for 
his own way down to the last moment. If we look back 
over the years, we will see that God used many tools 
to fashion Jacob according to His will. He used the fear 
of death to cause him to flee from home. He used a 
vision of the ladder of angels from earth to Heaven to 
open his mind to great promises, and yet he failed to 
come to the end of himself. He used disappointment 
(receiving Leah for Rachel), trouble (home difficul- 
ties), conflict (with Laban), all mixed with years of 
labor, but none of these brought Jacob to the place 
where he would turn away from self to trust in the 
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Lord. He met him with angels, and this brought him to 


spiritual things for a moment, but his old desire to act . 


for himself soon come up. There is nothing left for 
divine love to do but to put him out of joint. 
Lord, bend us to Thy will. 


AND HE SAID, LET ME GO (32:26) January 9 

This is the Lord talking. Will He ask a man with 
whom He is wrestling to let Him go? The blessed an- 
swer is that He will. For when it has come to this point, 
the man knows that he is alone, spent, at the end of 
his strength and his resources. He knows that his thigh 
is out of joint and that he will limp for all the rest of 
his life. But he knows, blessedly, that he has at last 
come to the end of himself, and that until the end of 
the journey the Lord will have first place in his life. 
From this time on until the end of his life there will 
never be another verse that will speak of a deception on 
the part of Jacob. There will never be another verse that 
will show him leaning on his own understanding. There 
will be grief, and the ordinary trials of life, there will 
be the death of his beloved and the terrible sins of his 
children, but Jacob is now Israel, and God will never 
let him go. Lord, bring us to fullness with Thee. 


I WILL NOT LET THEE GO (32:26) January 10 

Many men have used this story as an illustration of 
prevailing prayer, but that is to miss the whole point. 
All of the wrestling which Jacob had done was in the 
power of the flesh. It had ended in defeat and the 
shrinking of his sinew. He had not overcome the 
Wrestler by his own physical force but had been de- 
feated. All power that he might humanly need to meet 
Esau was now gone, and he remained alone as a cripple, 
but knowing that divine strength was available. He 
now knew that he could not prevail any longer by his 
stubborn resistance, but only by the grace and favor 
of the Lord. No longer able to struggle he is able only 
to cling. Like Peter, “Beginning to sink, he cried . . .” 
(Mt. 14:30). It is only when we are truly held that we 
can hold on. Lord, hold us to hold Thee. 


EXCEPT THOU BLESS ME (32:26) January 11 

The Lord will never turn away from the one who 
desires true blessing from Him. “No good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Psa. 
84:11). Three verses farther along we shall read, “And 
he blessed him there.” In the place where we desire 
blessing in God’s way we shall surely receive it. When 
he struggled for blessings he lost them; when he 
learned to trust for blessings he secured them. He 
could have had all this blessing before if he had been 
willing to accept it in God’s way. He would have 
missed being afraid of Esau; he would have had no 
care for the safety of his wives and children; he would 
have had no concern about preparing appeasement for 
his brothers; he would have had no loneliness in the 
dark; he would have had no wrestling with the Angel; 
he would not have been a cripple for the rest of his 
life! All this he paid for twenty-four hours more of 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


“Am I in the twentieth century or not?” demanded 
the astonished British doctor, as he bent low in the 
African ditch. 

There, in the dense weeds at the bottom, lay a body, 
almost entirely decomposed——-but minus the head! The 
man had been decapitated. 

Government officials, called to the scene, quickly 
reconstructed the events leading to this man’s untimely 
death. He had been murdered about six months before, 
because “Bill,” fat, powerful Chief of the Banatama 
village, had died. 

Banatama leaders, fearful lest the tribe lose prestige, 
had killed several strangers besides this man and one 
prominent African official—that these might minister 
to their Chief in the next world! You see, this tribe 
holds tenaciously to the diabolical belief that every 
Chief must have servants and friends in the spirit 
world. Dark fear settles over a village when such a 
Chief dies—for no one knows who will be taken— 
and no one dares to inquire when someone disappears. 
And they are not alone in this, for hundreds of other 
tribes practice ritual murders too. 

Ritual murders—a thing of the past in Africa? Oh, 
no! Ancient African customs and superstitions continue. 
Subdued perhaps, often carried on in secret or com- 
pletely misunderstood by patronizing government offi- 
cials, Africa’s witchcraft is by no means abolished. 

Terror in an African night . . . beating, throbbing 
drums that tell of death . . . evil witchdoctors and their 
divinings are great realities in the fields of the Sudan 
Interior Mission today. 

. .. And we have only begun to work! Yes, in spite 
of sixty blessed years of giving out the Gospel in areas 
populated by 40 million—there are still 26 million 
Africans who have never heard the Gospel message! 

To such the Sudan Interior Mission has sent over 
1000 white missionaries from the United States, Canada, 
Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Denmark, Germany, and Switzerland. Some are teach- 
ers, doctors, nurses, printers, secretaries, dentists, 
technicians, administrators, businessmen, and trained 
radio personnel. But what are 1000 among 40,000,000? 

What discouragements might be ours if we did not 
know that when God commands, He enables. “All 
power is given unto me . . . go”! And with such 
promises, the S. I. M. has been able to claim the im- 
possible for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It was the impossible that the three pioneers of the 
Mission achieved when they first went into Africa’s 
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open sore in 1893. It cost two of them their lives, and 
Rowland V. Bingham was left of God to lay the ground- 
work for greater spiritual victories than the three of 
them had ever dared dream. 

They might not know the dressed up and educated 
Africa of today—but they would recognize the heart 
and pulse of today’s Africans. The same basic need 
exists—lives in need of the life that Christ alone can 
give. 

When an African mother bears twins and fears the 
curse of her pagan gods so greatly that she buries 
these new-born babies alive—your missionaries have 
only begun to tell of the Saviour. Have you ever heard 
of a Baby Health Center or a Mother Welfare Clinic in 
heathendom? 

Or think of the fear that would drive a mother to 
close the door of her hut to her twelve-year-old daugh- 
ter, because she believed that Satan would kill that 
daughter if she showed any love toward her. This 
happened in French West Africa when parents placed 
the young girl to work in her fiance’s home. Cruelly 
beaten, the daughter begged to come home, but was 
met with angry rebuff. S. I. M. missionaries opened 
their hearts, as well as the doors of their girls’ school 
to her. 

Sorcerers juju men, and witchdoctors abound in 
Africa, where for exorbitant fees they foretell the 
future, divine the cause of death, and perform all 
manner of foul religious rites. 

In a land where eight out of ten babies die before 
they are a year old, witchdoctors are the known cause 
of many of their deaths. Think of having the uvula 
torn out of an eight-day-old baby’s mouth with a 
rough, iron hook. Or of eating a powdered rat to cure 
spinal meningitis. Or of lying in the burning sun under 
piles of rock to be rid of mumps! ... Then you will 
know why the mortality rate is so high. 

And over and above the superstition and witchcraft 
that plague the people comes the new and hideous lie 
of Communism. Educated pagans are hugging this new 
teaching to themselves, for they find in it the domi- 
nation they enjoyed in their old fetish cults. 

Where Communism will go in Africa, no one knows. 
Mau Mau terrorists in eastern Africa have disturbed 
government and Christian leaders alike. Will Africa 
be overrun with Communism as China has been? Some 
leaders predict such a trend. 


(Continued on page 33) 
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ANY people do not realize that the commemoration 

of the new year on the first of January is of rather 
modern observance. The practice of noting a change in 
the cycle of living is of course, of very ancient origin. 
We remember that when the Lord called His people out 
of the land of Egypt He established the event as the 
beginning of the year for them. “And the Lord spake 
unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months; 
it shall be the first month of the year to you” (Ex. 12:1). 
The Passover lamb was to be sacrificed, the blood was 
to be sprinkled on the doorposts of the houses, and the 
angel of death would pass over the houses where the 
blood was present. This symbol of redemption by sacri- 
fice was to mark the beginning of the year for the people 
of the Lord. 


By DONALD 
GREY BARNHOUSE 


When the transition out of Judaism and into Chris- 
tianity took place, we rightfully shifted from the observ- 
ance of the Saturday Sabbath to the marking of the 
first day of the week—the day of the resurrection. But 
very wrongfully, I believe, did we slowly follow the 
observance of the pagan day of the year’s beginning. 

It was in the year 46 BC. that Julius Caesar revised 
the calendar and made the new year to begin with the 
month of the two-headed god, Janus, who faced both 
ways. It was not always so, as our own month names— 
septem-, octo-, novem-, and dec2m- —show the com- 
bining forms for the old month names—seven, eight, 
nine and ten. 

In Caesar’s calendar reform the new year followed 
close on the great feast of debauchery, the Saturnalia, 
and this change was severely oppesed by the early 
Christians. Tertulian, the early Christian historian, 
greatly deplored the change. The Council of Auxerre 
condemned the observance of January as the beginning 
of the year as diabolical. The Council of Tours recuired 
special prayers and a time of expiation on New Year’s 
Day, which, it said, “was a practice long in use.” Dances 
were forbidden, and all sins were to be paid for by 
special fasting. 


14 Nothing can come but what God wills 


In Europe the first of January was not generally 
observed as the beginning of the new year until after the 
reform of the Gregorian calendar in the 16th century. 
Even then the Eastern church did not follow this 
observance and New Year’s Day was observed in Russia 
at another time until very recently. Scotland accepted 
January as the first month in the year 1600, but it was 
1752 before England accepted this change. 

The Dictionary of Folklore says: “The excessive jolli- 
fication which characterizes the Occidental New Year 
cannot be attributed to Julius Caesar’s placing it so 
near the Saturnalia, as other cultures also consider the 
ending of one year and the beginning of the next as a 
moment of gratification. In China the first two days of 
the New Year are the only days celebrated as universal 
festivals. All shops are customarily closed, and the 





lowest coolie then takes his annual leave to be with his 
family for a few days. At this time too, families which 
have subsisted throughout the year on a meager diet of 
parched grain try to get a bit of meat. The household 
gods who have been absent on various missions con- 
nected with the end of the year return, and they, too, 
join the reunion. The head of the household, having paid 
all his debts before midnight, takes his ease and makes 
plans for contracting new ones. Door posters and pious 
maxims invite the gods of Wealth and Babies to visit the 
house or warn away evil spirits that might be tempted 
to enter. Sometimes posters on the wall of a neighbor’s 
house direct the god of Wealth not to enter there but to 
go to the house across the street. Japanese customs are 
somewhat similar. In both countries, New Year’s Day is 
everybody’s birthday. 

“On this day special foods are customary. The Jap- 
anese offer a ‘male’ cake to the sun and a ‘female’ cake 
to the moon. In India the attempt is made to eat only 
new foods, new grain, new peas, and the like. The 
festival marks the turning of the sun at the winter 
solstice. It is the period of ceremonial purification in 
the sacred river, and of the great pilgrimage. In the 
south the boiling of new rice is an augury for good luck 
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during the new year. Cattle decorated with flowers are 
led about. Presents are given. Rejoicing is general and 
lasts for three days. In Bengal, the Ganges is wor- 
shipped, and the congregating of tens of thousands of 
people in the Ganges creates much excitement. The 
Persian New Year, which became Moslem, is the day 
when God returned Solomon’s ring, the devils brought 
fine gifts, and the swallows sprinkled water on him. In 
Northern Europe, Estonia, Sweden, and Denmark, cakes 
in the form of a boar were made from the meal of the 
first sheaf. The Scots celebrated Hogmanay on the last 
day of the old year. Pancakes are appropriate in France. 
They are tossed on a griddle to bring good luck and 
riches. In Mexico, February 2, corresponding to the 
Aztec New Year, is a time of rejoicing and follows five 
days of lamentation. 

“Many Occidental countries mark the passing of the 
old year and the arrival of the new by elaborate balls, 
drinking, and generally orgiastic behavior in which, at 
midnight, everybody blows horns, rings bells, shouts, 
throws confetti, sings “Should auld acquaintance be for- 
got,’ drinks additional toasts which are usually not 
needed, and, as an important part of the ritual, tries to 
kiss all the prettiest girls in the party, who offer 
enthusiastic collaboration.” 

There is a marked and shining contrast to these 
customs that are observed throughout the world to be 
seen in the observance of New Year’s Eve by believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Throughout all the centuries 
of the Christian era, true believers have given them- 
selves to a time of rededication to the Lord, and have 
carefully thought of sins that needed to be repented of, 
and have made resolutions which they have desired to 
keep in the improvement of their witness before the 
world. Increasingly there are watch-night services 
among believers, and, in churches which are faithful to 
the Word of God, these occasions are frequently marked 
by deep devotion, a renewal of surrender to the Lord, 
and an observance of the Lord’s Supper. 

In the church of which I am pastor the observance of 
the New Year’s Eve celebration has taken on a certain 
pattern with the years, and has been very blessed on 
many occasions. The service begins at eight o’clock, the 
first hour and three-quarters being filled with praise 
and testimony. After a brief song service the meeting is 
thrown open for testimony, and several hundred people 
take part in brief testimonies, which will be described 
briefly. 

About 9:45 there is a break for a little short of half 
an hour, while all make their way to the Bible school 
rooms of the church for refreshments. One half of the 
audience goes to the chapel and the other half to the 
young people’s rooms so that the hundreds can get 
their hot coffee and cakes, and greet each other in 
friendship before the signal is given that the singing is 
about to begin again, and that the testimonies will be 
resumed. 

We do not permit the testimonies to exalt the person 
of the one who speaks. At the beginning of these meet- 
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ings I said that, if necessary, I would interrupt a speaker 
who began to talk about the details of a sickness, or of 
a personal problem, and once, years ago, when an old 
man began to talk interminably, I broke in to thank 
him, started a hymn in which all joined, and the meet- 
ing went on. 

How many times have we heard testimonies of young 
people—and sometimes of older people—somewhat as 
follows: “I would have thought anyone was crazy who 
would have told me, a year ago tonight, when I was 
wearing a paper cap and blowing a horn, that I would 
be in a praise service tonight. But praise God, during 
this year I have been saved, and now I know what it is 
to have true joy in my heart, and I don’t have to have a 
glass or two of liquor to set me off in that joy.” 

About twenty minutes to twelve, the elders come 
forward, the damask cover is removed from the Com- 
munion table, and we proceed to commemorate the 
death and coming of our Saviour and Lord. I try to 
time the observance so that the individual Communion 
cups will be in the hands of the entire congregation a 
few seconds before twelve. Then, when the moment has 
come, in the intense silence of the church, with the 
stillness accentuated by the distant blare of horns and 
the sound of factory whistles and sirens, I say, “This 
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EDITORIALS 


HUMAN TEMPTATION 


The Devil is always trying to 
defeat man by lessening his thought 
about God. If man can be brought 
to think that God is less than He 
really is, then man can be seduced 
from Him. One of the great tests 
of doctrine is the place that any 
interpretation gives to the relative 
position of God and man. If any 
interpretation exalts man, it is 
always at the expense of God, and 
we can be sure that it is a false 
interpretation. That is also true of 
a translation, for it is possible for 
men who translate the Bible to 
whittle it down nearer their own 
size. They feel more comfortable 
when they are defeated if they 
think they could not have done any 
more than they did. 

These thoughts came to my mind 
when I read 1 Corinthians 10:13 
in the translation made by Ronald 
Knox, Anglican turned Roman 
Catholic. He renders it, ‘‘I pray 
that no temptation may come upon 
you that is beyond man’s strength. 
Not that God will play you false; 
he will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond your powers. With the 
temptation itself, he will ordain 
the issue of it, and enable you to 
hold your own.’’ We know, of 
course, that the King James trans- 
lation is quite opposed to this. 
‘There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above 
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that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation also make a way of 
escape, that ye may be able to bear 
a" 

Which is correct? The Greek is 
undoubtedly with the King James 
Version here. Segond, finest of the 
French translators, renders it: 
‘“You have never had‘a temptation 
that was not human; and God, who 
is faithful, will not permit that you 
be tempted beyond your powers; 
but with the temptation He will 
also prepare the way to get out of 
it, so that you may endure it.’’ 
And the Abbe Crampon, finest of 
the Roman Catholic translators, 
gives us this splendid version: 
‘You have never had a temptation 
that was not human; and God, 
who is faithful, will not permit 
that you be tempted beyond your 
powers; but will manage a happy 
outcome by giving you the power 
to endure it.’’ 

The Confraternity edition, also 
issued by Roman Catholics, but in 
the United States, joins Knox in 
translating it, ‘‘May no temptation 
take hold of you but such as man 
is equal to.’’ But amazingly enough 
a footnote says, ‘‘The Greek text 
reads; ‘No temptation has taken 
hold of you but such as is human,’ 
i.e., not beyond human resistance. 
Our text expresses a wish.’’ Now 
just why they should admit that 
God said one thing and that they 
wish another is not clear. The 
author of confusion undoubtedly 
had something to do with it. But 


the Holy Spirit most definitely has 
stated that our temptations are 
not beyond our powers, so we do 
not need to pray to be kept from 
a temptation that is beyond our 
powers. God will never permit that 
to happen to us. Therefore, believe 
Him and take courage. 


S. 1. M. 


Elsewhere in this issue there is a 
picture story of some of the phases 
of the work of the Sudan Interior 
Mission. It would be possible for an 
approved Christian work to buy 
four pages for a story like that, but 
it would cost them about $600.00 
and there would be no accompany- 
ing editorial paragraph. This pic- 
ture spread is our free contribution 
to this work, because we believe 
that the S. I. M. is doing one of the 
great pieces of missionary work in 
the world. This editorial paragraph 
which you are now reading could 
not be bought by any advertiser for 
any price, and it came to be written 
through a combination of cireum- 
stances. 

The Editor has long known of 
the great work being done by the 
S. I. M. A few years ago he was 
deeply impressed with an address 
by Guy Playfair, the director of 
the Mission, and as a result raised 
the money for the Amharic New 
Testament for Ethiopia. In 1946, 
the Editor went to Africa and vis- 
ited many of the stations of the 
S. I. M. and saw first hand the won- 
derful work that they were doing. 

In the summer of 1952, however, 
the Editor met Carl Tanis at Sandy 
Cove and was greatly pleased to 
find someone with whom he was in 
such hearty accord on almost every 
topic of conversation, especially in 
the field of methods of Christian 
work. Mr. Tanis might be called a 
mission within the Mission, as he 
has -sueceeded in raising several 
hundred thousand dollars for the 
S. I. M., and no small amount of its 
growth has been due, under God, 
to his dedicated efforts. 

The Editor suggested to Mr. Tanis 
that he prepare the picture story 
which we publish in this issue, and it 
is our hope that it will be carefully 
read, and that those of the Lord’s 
stewards who have some of His 
prosperity to disburse will think in 
terms of the S. I. M. and its needs. 
Perhaps it would be well to read 
in conjunction with this, that which 
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we have to say in the Tomorrow 
article about the most important 
events of the year and the man of 
the year. A gift to missions in 
Africa does two things these days— 
it fulfills the Lord’s command to 
get out the Gospel, and it provides 
insurance against a more rapid 
spread of Communism in the dark 
continent. 

Any gifts received through Errr- 
NITY will be forwarded without de- 
duction to the treasurer of this 
great work. 


ART AND IDOLATRY 


The scribes and the Pharisees one 
day told the Lord that they would 
not have killed the prophets if they 
had been living back in the previous 
ages. The Lord picked up their 
words and pointed out to them that 
they were thereby confessing that 
they were the children of those who 
had killed the prophets (Mt. 23: 
30, 31). It is possible, then, to find 
an accusation and a judgment in 
the midst of a protestation of 
righteousness. 

We thought of this when we read 
a recent news story concerning an 
order which has been handed down 
by Roman Catholic authorities con- 
cerning art forms for the statues— 
idols—which are in use in Roman 
churches. The Supreme Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Holy Office, to give 
the full title of the authority to 
which is assigned the duty of preser- 
vation of the faith, has published in 
Latin, its “instruction” to all the 
bishops of the Roman Catholic 
world. Roman churches must close 
their doors to any sort of so-called 
art which ‘‘disturbs or even merely 
diminishes’’ the faithfuls’ piety and 
devotion, which might reasonably be 
considered in bad taste or a cause of 
scandal, which is ‘‘disordered’’ or 
distorted, which is a ‘‘deformation 
or debasement of sane art,’’ which 
contradicts Christian ore mod- 
esty, or piety or offends ‘‘true reli- 
gious spirit’’ or which is unusual 
in appearance. 

There is much more, but this is 
sufficient to show that the Roman 
chureh has declared against ‘‘mod- 
ern’’ art forms. The document also 
denounced mass-produced statues, 
which crowd so many American 
Catholic churches. The idols must 
be classic in their form. The ‘‘in- 
struction’? made it clear that the 
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A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY 


In Travancore, South India, there is an annual gathering 
of Christians that is one of the largest in the world. Last 
year approximately 35,000 people heard a well-known liberal 
Protestant leader. The directors of the churech—Indians— 
have turned to evangelical leaders and asked them to furnish 
a speaker for the week. Dr. Barnhouse has been asked to go. 
The Indian church has no funds whatever to apply to 
expenses. 


Dr. Barnhouse is away from his church six months of the 
year and receives no salary during those months. He would 
have to give up three weeks of Bible conferences in the 
United States in order to meet this missionary need. It would 
involve flying from New York on February 10th, arriving in 
Travancore on the 14th, speaking three times a day for eight 
days, leaving Travancore on the 23rd and arriving in New 
York in time to preach at home on the Ist of March. The loss 
of income from the conferences in the U. S. (funds that go 
largely to the work of The Evangelical Foundation) would 
be considerable. The actual outlay in plane fare and incidental 
expenses would be approximately $2,500. 


Missionary leaders from India, Britain, and the U. S. 
all stress the urgent necessity of sending someone to this great 
assembly in India. The week might well mean the turning 
point in evangelical affiliation of the whole Mar Toma church 
in Travancore. It means three weeks of hard, grueling, 
sleep-robbing, back-breaking work for Dr. Barnhouse. He is 
willing to give his time and strength to this work. But other 
phases of his work should not, cannot, be made to suffer 
because of this opportunity. It would seem that the need 
must be met through a few large gifts, or a large number of 
small gifts sacrificially given. If you are interested, write a 
check and send it today to THE EVANGELICAL FOUN DA- 
TION, INC. marked ‘‘India Fund.’’ Note the special address 
for this cause—Box 8686, Philadelphia 1, Pa. 


function of sacred art is to help 
people pray. The Holy office said 
that the way in which some of these 
poor excuses for art have been put 
up on altars for the faithfuls’ 
veneration is absurd. 

The whole thing is, fundamen- 
tally, a confession of idol worship. 
The Romanist will hotly deny this, 
but he may be answered that his 
own catechism has juggled the Ten 
Commandments in order to leave out 
the second commandment—against 
graven images—and has completed 
the number of ten by dividing the 
last commandment into two parts. 
Furthermore, it is certain that thou- 
sands of Roman churches have sev- 
eral statues of the Virgin Mary, 
marking her supposed appearances 
at various times, and that these 
statues go in and out of fashion with 
the people. Thus in a single church 


one may see a statue of the Virgin 
of Lourdes, the Virgin of Fatima, 
and others, and from year to year 
the number of candles burning in 
front of the one or the other may 
vary greatly. If there has been a 
supposed cure or answer to a prayer 
that was offered at a certain shrine, 
this will take on great value, and 
the people will flock to that shrine 
until another comes into fashion. 
We must not forget that the Bible 
flatly teaches us that behind every 
statue in every Roman Catholic 
church in the world there is a demon 
collecting the worship, veneration, 
or prayers, and taking them to 
Satan (1 Cor. 10:18-21; 8:4, 5). 
The attempt to keep the art forms 
of idolatry in the ‘‘classical tradi- 
tion,’’ is merely an attempt by Satan 
to be respectable rather than bestial 
(Rom. 1:23). 


Work as though the Lord were not coming for years 17 
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By ANDREW MACBEATH, Toronto Bible College 


In the record of His wilderness temptations our Lord 
brings to view three different attitudes to life, or three 
ways of looking out upon the world. The first He sum- 
marizes as being concerned with “bread alone.” In a 
fashion this points up the declared policy and basis of 
Communism. It is avowedly materialistic. Nevertheless 
millions who hate Communism come within the sweep 
of this classification. A medical writer recently declared 
that when the infant discovers that the nipple from 
which he gets his milk supply is a separate object, apart 
from his own lips, then trouble begins. Thus early does 
our clamorous self begin to claim undisputed sovereign- 
ity over its environment. The satisfaction of our appe- 
tites—that is what we demand from life. It is the stage 
or outlook which the Saviour delineates as concerned 
with “bread alone.” 

Next our Lord refers to an attitude which can be 
described as “down and up.” “Cast thyself down,” sug- 
gests Satan, for God will give His angels charge con- 
cerning thee and they shall bear thee up.” This, of 
course, is a less crude outlook. It is more religious by 
far, and much more sophisticated. It is represented very 
widely in the Church today, yes, among the saved. 
Many of us will recognize this as a stage through which 
we passed. We reckoned that God existed, so to speak, 
just to vindicate us. His business was to answer our 
prayers, and to get us out of trouble. We regarded Him, 
as an honest mind would confess, like the slave of the 
lamp in the old Arabian tale. If we rubbed the lamp, 
then He must appear and prepare to do our bidding. 

Indeed, at a more refined level, this “down and up” 
Christianity is widespread amongst us. This stage of 
Christian experience is so colorful. It is full of thrills 
and spills. It thrives on hairbreadth escapes and mar- 
velous deliverances. The pinnacle of the Temple and 
the thronged courtyard below are the very breath of its 
life (Whisper it very softly: it is just too bad that the 
suggestion of this as a suitable policy for impressing the 
world came from Satan. Let us forget that!). The key- 
note of this kind of life is revealed in Daniel, chapter 11, 
about a king, very like the Anti-Christ. Of him it is 
written that “he shall do according to his will, and he 
shall exalt himself and magnify himself and he shall 
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prosper.” Self-will and self-assertion in religious dress 
—that is the characteristic of this second outlook. 

The third temptation afforded our Lord the chance to 
supply us with a watchword that sums up His own 
attitude. Again it is contained within two short words: 
“Him Only.” Rebutting Satan’s suggestion, our Lord 
echoes the divine commandment that ever sounded in 
His ears when He says, “Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God and Him only shalt thou serve.” 

Ultimately the cleavage in the world comes back to 
the first and the third outlooks designated by our Lord 
—and they are both exclusive. It is either “bread alone” 
or “Him only.” Self-assertion and self-preservation are 
in essence Satan’s unrepentant attitude, as Milton had 
the insight to perceive. Satan was ever the advocate of 
self-expression. From the beginning he showed anti- 
pathy to the divine commandment. He resented and 
denounced the existence of any control tower. As some- 
one has suggested, if we could go on a visit to Hell and 
observe the principle of conduct in that place of anarchy, 
we should instantly discover it. The principle on which 
every one behaves in Hell is this: “I am my own. Let 
no one dictate to me. Be it resolved that each one shall 
be utterly and eternally independent.” 

In our soberest moments we are compelled to recog- 
nize that the above account of human rebelliousness 
sounds uncomfortably close-of-kin fo that love of inde- 
pendence which we now speak of as “the American 
way of life.” So much the worse for those who imagined 
that the American way of life is as sacrosanct as Scrip- 
ture! No design for living will survive the fires except 
that which was enunciated by the Firstborn when He 
said, “Worship the Lord thy God. Him only shalt thou 
serve.” He reminded His own soul, as He reminded 
Satan, that this recognition of the control tower is the 
only way out of chaos, and the only way back from 
anarchy. 

The earthly life of the Son of God was patterned to 
obedience. His choices were pre-determined, but by no 
arbitrary decree. His assent to the Father’s will was 
that of perfect delight. “I have power to lay down my 
life, and I have power to take it again. This command- 
ment have I received of my Father.” Disclosing the 
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inmost secret of harmony in His life, the well-beloved 
Son affirms: “As the Father gave me commandment, 
even so I do.” He permits us glimpses of His inner 
fellowshio when He declares: “I have not spoken of 
myself; but the Father which sent me, He gave me a 
commandment, what I should say and what I should 
speak.” From the early age of twelve, like a mountain 
lake reflecting the calm of Heaven, Jesus said, “I must 
be engaged in the things of my Father.” Later He 
unveiled to His disciples the open secret of the satisfied 
and the serene life when He said, “If ye keep my com- 
mandments ye shall abide in my love, even as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” 

Concerning the exclusiveness of God’s claim on us, our 
Lord was unhesitating. “Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” Most of us conjure up vague pictures of a 
bloated and repulsive pagan deity when the word 
“mammon” strikes our ear, but perhaps we ought to 
read the sentence afresh and put the emuvhasis on the 
little word “and.” Then let Mr. Smith read the sentence 
thus: “You cannot serve God and Smith.” In the usage of 
our time, Mr. Smith would say to himself: “You can 
onlv serve God---period.” 

From the lins and from the life of our Lord, let us 
accept this as the divine design. The first thing we dis- 
cover is that this design necessitates a displacement. All 
of us are grown-up infants, vociferously concerned that 
life shall guarantee our milk-suvply, and make the 
ninvle insenarable from our lips. Even philosophic sys- 
tems have been elaborated in order to show that “What 
I want” must be the law of my life. The confused think- 
ing of this attitude would be exposed if it were shown 
that this which already is the “law” of our life is the 
source of the world’s anarchy, and it can only be 
remedied if from the heart we accept God’s command- 
ment. That introduces miracles, for only a renewed 
nature will allow me to welcome God’s commands, and 
find them congenial. Christianity, in short, is super- 
natural or it is nothing. It makes its beginnings when 
we are born from above—which means that th2 old 
nature has been displaced. 

During Wor~ld War II there emerged in Denmark an 
unusual man. The son of a tanner, he inherited that 
stoop of the shoulders which made his bent posture 
something (as he reckoned) which was predestined for 
him. Said he, “It was God’s way of telling me that my 
difficulties in keeping a straight back in a physical sense 
would help me to keep it straight in a spiritual sense.” 
And keep a straight back in a spiritual sense is exactly 
what Kai Munk did, until the oppressors of his country 
murdered him. When orders were sent to the Danish 
pastors as to what and how they were to preach, if they 
wished to avoid causing relations between Denmark 
and Germany to deteriorate, the fearless preacher sent 
this message: “I permit myself to inform the Ministry: 
It is better now that Denmark’s relations with Germany 
should deteriorate than its relations with the Lord 
Jesus” Ignoring threats, Kai Munk returned swift 
answer as his Lord had done: Him only. 
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That is the unambiguous voice of faith speaking. It is : 
impossible to serve God and a man-made ministry. It 
is impossible to please God and a worldly congregation. ” 
It is impossible to fulfill God’s will and secure your own 
reputation. One or the other must be dislodged from the 
throne of the heart—God or else the craven, comfort- 
loving self. Christ always spoke plainly, but never were 
His words more plain than when He said to Himself in 
the presence of Satan: “The Lord thy God .. . Him 
only shalt thou serve.” 

It has been mentioned that this Divine design can 
only be accepted on the basis of a drastic displacement 
in which self is shut out. This presupposes that a new 
nature is bestowed, and thus it is natural to proceed to 
show how the pattern of life on God’s design not only 
involves displacement but in so doing it also includes 
delight. 

The Firstborn could declare, as in the prophetic 
Psalm, “I delight to do Thy will, O my God,” and the 
promise of God is that being renewed in the spirit of our 
mind, we also, the redeemed, shall find our delight in 
the law of the Lord. Debased and distorted though our 
intelligence has been by sin, we too shall come to have 
the sense to perceive that like pilots, we can only make 
a safe landing and give proper account of the craft we 
are flying if we yield a sound respect to the control tower. 

Most of us who are parents have opportunities enough 
to study boy nature. Being unashamedly old-fashioned, 
we tell our boy to do something. Now watch the work- 
ings of his mind. At once the active brain throws up an 
alternative suggestion. You can see it as the boy looks 
around. He feels sure that the ends in mind can be 
attained some other way. and it is this other way that 
he is proposing to take! Accepting orders or instructions 


(Continued on page 30) 








In Scotland, juries not on'y render verd'cts of Guilty and Not 
Guilty, but also a third, Not Proven. This releases the accused 
from further proceedings without necessarily freeing him 
f om the stigma of mora) quilt. 


The ve-dicts that are issued by the Lord God of Heaven are 
Guilty azainst all the human race, and Justified for all who 
have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ. The verdict of Justified 
frees the guilty sinner of all guilt and of all condemnation. 
Further, it counts him as beina as holy in the sight of God as 
is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 


Peace rules the day when Christ rules the mind 19 








indow on the World: 











The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


START THE YEAR WITH PRAYER 

The Universal Week of Prayer 
arranged by the World’s Evangeli- 
eal Alliance will be held this year 
from Sunday, January 4th to Sun- 
day January 11th. The Alliance, 
which has been responsible for ar- 
ranging these weeks of prayer ever 
since 1846, has announced that once 
again its observance is commended 
by the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York, acting on behalf of the 
Bishops of the Church of England, 
the Moderator of the Church of 
Seotland, the Heads of the Free 
Churches and the Moderator of the 
Free Church Federal Council. The 
letter of invitation calls on Chris- 
tians throughout the world to ob- 
serve the first week of the year as 
a time of penitence, prayer and 
praise, and it states: ‘‘If we expect 
great things from God, He will give 
us power to attempt great things 
for Him.’’ 


A PROPOSAL FOR COLOMBIA 

The Evangelical Federation of 
Colombia has issued a statement 
defining its position in that dictator- 
ridden country, ending with an 8- 
point resolution, the end of which 
reads: ‘‘That the Evangelical Fed- 
eration of Colombia is willing to 
enter into conversation concerning 
the religious problems with repre- 
sentatives of the following: The 
National Government, the Commis- 
sion on Human Rights of the United 
Nations, and the Roman Catholic 
Church.’’ The Federation has done 
a smart thing in this, for the last 
thing in the world that the Roman 
Chureh wishes is to have its hor- 
rible persecutions of Protestants in 
Colombia aired before the United 
Nations, and the whole world. 


HALF A WORLD 


The chapel near the spot where 
Pocahontas died at Gravesend, near 
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PSALM 103:19 


London, has been reactivated as a 
‘Chapel of Unity,’’ that people 
might pray for world peace. The 
rector of the parish, in his dedica- 
tion sermon, said, ‘‘I often think my 
fellow preachers are late when they 
talk about a world church. Look at 
the map. It’s only half a world 
church now. The red tide is rolling 
forward over the world. It is a 
struggle between two ideologies. .. . 
We must close our ranks.’’ 


JAPANESE CONVERTS 

The Japan Evangelistic Band 
News-letter contains the following: 

‘*Some years ago two sisters be- 
came interested in Christianity 
through reading a tract left at their 
house. They realized this was the 
message they needed and eventually 
sought out the missionary and were 
truly saved. Later the older sister 
married a Christian at the Takasago 
Church, and after the war was over, 
felt led to start a Christian kinder- 
garten. They had no money and no 
building, but they were given the 
use of an old chicken house. They 
worked hard to make it habitable 
and God had wonderfully blessed 
their efforts. Now God has answered 
their prayers and the authorities 
have granted them a building for 
their work.’’ 


RELIGION? OR CHRISTIANITY? 


The Bishop of Gloucester, of the 
Chureh of England, wrote recently 
in Practical Christianity, a maga- 
zine for officers of the fighting serv- 
ices: ‘‘We clergy are not preaching 
Christ sufficiently when, Sunday by 
Sunday, we get up in our pulpits 
and preach sermons, of great inter- 
est and importance, no doubt, but 
sermons in which Christ is not so 
central as He was in the preaching 
of our fathers... . 
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‘*A religion in which Christ is 
not at the center is not the Christian 
religion.’’ 


CHRISTIANS IN THE U.S.S.R. 

The Union of Baptists and Evan- 
gelical Christians in the U.S.S.R. is 
reported to have over 300,000 bap- 
tized members and 4,000,000 church- 
goers. During a recent visit to Mos- 
cow, Pastor Alf Johansen was given 
the following figures regarding the 
other non-Orthodox Churches in the 
Soviet Union. It was said that, at 
present, Lutheran Christians in Lat- 
via number 600,000, and are served 
by 94 pastors (as compared with 
240 before the war). In Estonia 
there are 120 pastors in 20 parishes. 
The Seventh Day Adventists have 
300 parishes in various districts of 
the Soviet Union, including one in 
Moscow. There are said to be 623 
Roman Catholic priests in Lith- 
uania, and a total of 2,000,000 
Roman Catholics. 


REFUGEE PROBLEM 

The Rev. Dr. Edgar Chandler, 
Field Director of the World Council 
of Churches’ Department of Inter- 
church Aid and Refugee Service 
stated at a recent meeting in Lon- 
don, that now that the International 
Refugee Organization has been offi- 
cially terminated, the care of refu- 
gees rests with some 25 voluntary 
agencies, the largest of which are 
the Jewish, Roman Catholic, and 
Protestant Churehes. He declared 
that unless there was sacrificial 
giving on the part of church people 
in America, Canada, Australia, 
Britain, and Western Europe, the 
whole service would break down. 

The refugee problem has become 
world-wide. There are some 850,000 
Arab refugees in the Middle East; 
500,000 Bulgarian fugitives in Tur- 
key; 4,000,000 refugees in Korea; 
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18,000 Chinese refugees in the 
Philippines; many thousands of 
homeless people in India, Pakistan, 
and China; and increasing numbers 
of political fugitives in such cities 
as Berlin, Hong Kong, and Trieste. 
Many of the refugees cannot emi- 
grate in the ordinary way: some are 
old; some are blind; and large num- 
bers are suffering from tubercu- 
losis. 

Generous help has come from 
some of the smallest groups of 
churches, such as the tiny Protestant 
Chureh in Belgium, which has 
guaranteed the upkeep for life of 
104 sick and aged refugees. The 
Irish Protestant churches have 
opened a hostel in Dublin for sev- 
enteen ‘‘hard core ecases.’’ Aid has 
also been given by the Protestant 
churches in Holland, France, Scan- 
dinavia, and Switzerland, and in 
England women’s organizations have 
undertaken to support a number of 
old people in a London hostel. 

Dr. Chandler continued: ‘‘ As long 
as there is an Iron Curtain with 
fear on the one side and promise of 
freedom on the other—indeed, I 
would go further and say that as 
long as there are political tensions 
and social upheavals in the world— 
there will be a refugee problem of- 
fering a permanent challenge to the 
Christian Church.’’ 

Anyone wishing to contribute to- 
ward these great needs can do so 
through the Committee on Evan- 
gelical Aid to the Churches, 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Gifts will be forwarded without 
deduction. 


ANTI-SEMITISM AGAIN 

At a meeting of the International 
Hebrew Christian Alliance recently, 
several speakers gave information 
concerning a revival of anti-Semi- 
tism in Germany. The Executive 
Committee of the Alliance, though 
realizing anti-Semitism is not con- 
fined to Germany, has appealed to 
the Churches in Germany to do all 
they can to overcome this menace, 
urging them to discourage all forms 
of hatred as being entirely contrary 
to the spirit of Christ. 


CHURCH AND STATE IN ITALY 
The Synod of the Waldensian 
Church in Italy, meeting at Torre 
Pellice, has discussed the question 
of relations between church and 
state. Up to date, the attempt to 
work out legislation to regulate the 
application of the Constitution to 
‘*non-Catholic’’ confessions has 
proved abortive. This is because the 
churehes maintain that the legisla- 
tive bill should be thoroughly dis- 
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cussed by representatives of both 
church and state, whereas the state 
takes the view that consultation is 
sufficient, after which the state 
should be entirely responsible for 
deciding the terms of legislation. 

During the past year, a stiffer 
attitude toward the Protestant 
Churches has been shown by minor 
officials; and in this connection the 
Synod has adopted a statement de- 
elaring ‘‘it denounces the obvious 
contradiction which exists between 
the attitude of the Government and 
Police, and the principles incorpo- 
rated in the Constitution.’’ The 
Synod has sent an appeal to the 
Federal Council of the Protestant 
Churches of Italy, asking that a 
body should be set up to keep a 
close watch on the application of 
the Constitution. 


MISSION TO BORNEO 

In 1928, three Bible school stu- 
dents in Australia were directed by 
God to Borneo, a country inhabited 
by many tribes, all with their own 
different languages. It is one of the 
most inaccessible countries in the 
world, as there are no roads at all; 
but under God’s guidance the work 
of the Borneo Evangelical Mission 
has gone ahead, and the great 
awakening of the Murat tribe makes 
an important chapter in modern 
missionary work. Although the mis- 
sionaries were interned by the 
Japanese during the war, and Mis- 
sion property was severely damaged, 
the work of the Borneo Evangelical 
Mission began again in 1946, and 27 
missionaries are now on the field. 
The Mission’s Auster aircraft is of 
the greatest value to work in this 
difficult country. 

A Bible school at Lawas is train- 
ing native pastors and evangelists. 
Many of the tribes have no written 
language, and an orthography has 
to be worked out before the Scrip- 
tures can be translated. 


INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN AFRICA 

At a valedictory meeting of the 
Church Missionary Society in Lon- 
don recently, several missionaries 
spoke of work and conditions in 
various parts of Africa at the pres- 
ent time. The Rev. K. E. Stovold, 
from Kenya, said a parallel could 
be drawn between East Africa to- 
day and Britain at the time of the 
industrial revolution, at the end of 
the 18th century. Thousands of 
Africans were today crowding into 
the mines, and new industrial cen- 
ters, and there was an urgent need 
for Christian people to live and 


_ work among them. 


Service keeps faith sweet and strong 


Miss M. H. J. Mance, from 
Uganda, said that while national 
consciousness was increasing in 
Africa, there was at the same time a 
deepening of the spiritual life ' 
within the Christian Church, and 
Christians were being drawn to- 
gether in closer fellowship. The Rev. 
E. D. C. Clark, from Sierra Leone, 
said that the African of today is 
hungry for ideas—and therein lies 
a challenge to the Christian Church. 
The African can be reached by 
Communist propaganda; but he can 
also be reached by the Gospel of 
Christ. 


THEOLOGICAL TRAINING IN INDIA 

Until recently, advanced educa- 
tional and theological training was 
carried out by Missions in India in 
the English language. But the pres- 
ent national policy is making it 
necessary to provide books in the 
vernacular for the training of 
Indian Christian ministers and 
teachers. The National Christian 
Council of India regards this as an 
absolute priority, and a list of some 
thirty essential books has been 
drawn up. 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE NEEDED 
The United Society of Christian 
literature has issued its 1951-52 re- 
port, which is entitled ‘‘In the 
Service of the Lord.’’ This report 
contains many illustrations of the 
present day hunger of millions of 
people to read Christian solutions 
to their problems. Rapidly increas- 
ing literacy is accelerating the de- 
mand for Christian literature 
throughout the world, and the 
problem of meeting this demand 
becomes ever more pressing. 


BE NOT TROUBLED 

A German paper from Berlin, 
Unterwegs, contains a 15 minute 
radio talk given by Dr. Karl Barth 
at Basel, called ‘‘What then are we 
to do?’’ (by which is meant: how 
ean I, the listener, contribute to 
world peace?); and a sermon de- 
livered by Dr. Niemoller in July at 
the Marienkirche, in East Berlin, 
on the theme: ‘‘It is not yet too late! 
Love the peace today!’’ 

It is interesting to note that both 
Dr. Barth and Dr. Niemoller en- 
large on the grave danger of the 
present tendency to be anzious. 

Dr. Barth declares we should not 
have so much anxiety about the evil 
intentions of the other person; and 
he develops his argument to show 
how anxiety can lead to war. He 
asserts, we have no right to behave 
as if ‘‘God was on his death-bed.’’ 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Witnesses of His Glory 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 17:1-8, 14-18 
Golden Text: “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him” 
(Mt, 17:5). 

The close connection between this lesson 
and the last is indicated by the opening 
words of the chapter: “And after six 
days.” We are taken back in thought to 
Peter's confession at Caesarea Philippi, 
followed by our Lord’s disclosure of His 
impending death and the cost of loyal 
discipleship. What happened during the 
ensuing week we are not told. We can 
imagine, however, the perplexity of the 
disciples as they sought to reconcile their 
Master’s acknowledgment of Messiahship 
with His reference to suffering, death, and 
resurrection. 

Then it was that Jesus led the three 
favored disciples up the mountain to the 
place of transfiguration. They had lessons 
to learn of the utmost importance—lessons 
which are important still. The fact of 
His divine Sonship needed to be indelibly 
impressed upon them. The place of His 
death in the eternal purposes of God 
needed to be understood. And the relation- 
ship between faith and service was neces- 
sary to be realized. Hence, the transfigura- 
tion and what followed. As we seek to 
teach this lesson, these are the points we 
must surely bear in mind that the trans- 
figuration may convey its message to our 
classes. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

It will be well to read and compare the 
three versions of the transfiguration in 
Matthew 17 :1-13, Mark 9:2-10, and Luke 
9 :28-36. There is no real discrepancy be- 
tween the “six days” of Matthew and 
Mark and the “about eight days” of Luke. 
Luke was using a different method of 
reckoning which included the two days on 
which the respective events occurred. The 
other two evangelists were counting the 
intervening days. 

Both Mark and Luke state that the os- 
tensible purpose of the ascent of Mount 
Hermon (for so the site is most generally 
identified) was to pray. Both for the 
disciples and their Lord prayer was im- 
perative—for them that their understanding 
might be enlightened, and for Him that 
He might be strengthened for the task 
ahead. For ourselves there is a message 
in the fact that the high spiritual experi- 
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ence of the transfiguration came to men 
upon their knees. When, in the realization 
of our need, we seek the presence of God 
we may be sure of gracious visitations 
outstripping our expectations. Prayer is 
the occasion of spiritual revelation and 
discovery. 

The words, “He was transfigured before 
them” suggest that one purpose, at least, 
of the transfiguration was for the advan- 
tage of the disciples. They had been taken 
into the mount for the express purpose of 
being spectators of this great event. When 
we read in Luke that Moses and Elijah 
“spake of his decease which he was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem” we are helped 
further to understand the purpose of this 
experience. The vision of the glorified 
Christ inspired them to adoring worship. 
Then, as they listened, they heard Moses 
and Elijah (representatives of the Law 
and the Prophets) discussing with Jesus 
His impending death. What was to happen 
at Jerusalem, therefore, would be no acci- 
dent, but part of a great plan, foreshadowed 
in the Old Testament and consummated on 
Calvary’s cross. That they might be doubly 
sure there came the endorsing voice from 
Heaven: “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” The path Jesus was 
treading, though it led to suffering and 
death, had the approval of the Father. 

The Meaning for the Master 

What of our Lord Himself? We may 
surely believe that the transfiguration had 
its purpose for Him. Death was to be His 
lot; and though He faced the cross will- 
ingly, He did not find the way easy. Geth- 
semane tells the story of His inward 
struggle for which the events on Hermon 
helped to prepare Him. Bathed in the 
celestial glory which had been His in past 
eternities and would be His again, He 
reviewed with Moses and Elijah the course 
which lay before Him. Dedicating Himself 
afresh to that mission of redemption to 
which His Father had appointed Him, He 
heard the words from Heaven which de- 
clared the Father’s approval. Thus forti- 
fied, Jesus descended from the mountain 
to tread the road which led to Pilate’s 
hall and Calvary’s tree. 

We need not exercise ourselves over 
Peter’s suggestion of three booths, or 
tabernacles. Mark, who probably wrote on 
Peter’s own authority, tells us that at the 
time “he wist not what to say”, and Luke 
is even more frank in his statement, “Not 
knowing what he said.” It is more im- 
portant that Peter never forgot this ex- 
perience, for proof of which turn to 
2 Peter 1:16-18. 

As a pathetic contrast to what was hap- 
pening on the mountain we have the story 


of the ineptitude of the remaining dis- 


ciples at the foot. There they . became 
involved in humiliating controversy with 
the scribes (Mk. 9:14, 16) because of 
their failure to demonstrate Christ’s power 
to heal. We must remember that they had 
received authority from Jesus to perform 
such miracles (Mt. 10:1), yet they miser- 
ably failed. And why? Because, He told 
them, they lacked faith. Perhaps they made 
the attempt trusting in their own power. 
Or, it may be, as some have suggested, that 
they were jealous because Peter, James, and 
John had gone away with Jesus. Certainly 
jealousy is a thief of power for any Chris- 
tian. Fortunate indeed was it for all—the 
anxious father, the stricken son, and the 
humiliated disciples—that the word of 
Jesus was enough to perform the miracle. 
Hailed Son of God on the mountain top, 
He proved Himself that in the valley. 
LESSON PLAN 
1. The Glorified Lord 
a. Majesty restored 
b. Honor anticipated 
2. The Privileged Disciples 
a. Problems that perplexed 
b. The Heavenly testimony 
3. The Waiting World 
a. Confusion in the Valley 
b. The Sufficiency of Christ 

1. All three evangelists use superlatives 
to describe the appearance of our Lord in 
the mount of transfiguration. But it is 
Peter’s account which enables us to realize 
best the surpassing glory that was His. 
“We were eyewitnesses of his majesty,” 
he writes in 2 Peter 1:16-17. “For when 
he received honor and glory from God 
the Father and the voice was borne to 
him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am _ well 
pleased,” we heard this voice borne from 
heaven” (RSV). It is significant that the 
disciples were “sore afraid” (Mk. 9:6), 
while Moses and Elijah conversed with the 
transfigured Jesus without evidence of sur- 
prise. These two men were conversant 
with the true majesty of the Lord Jesus, 
a majesty which He laid aside to become 
the Redeemer. In times when subtle attacks 
are made upon the pre-incarnation deity of 
Jesus we need to insist upon His eterna! 
glory, who is “before all things, and by 
him all things consist” (Col. 1:17). 

On Hermon the amazed disciples beheld 
the glory that was and the glory that was 
yet to be. Though suffering and death were 
to be His earthly lot, the cross would lead 
back to the throne, for which cause “God 
hath highly exalted H'm, and given Him 
a name which is above every name” 
(Phil. 2:9). It was important for His 
disciples that they should recognize Jesus 
as the eternally divine Son of God. It is 
important for us. 

2. We cannot doubt that the privilege 
of witnessing the transfiguration was 
granted the disciples in recognition of their 
confused minds. How hard they found it 
to reconcile the Messianic title (which 
Jesus had accerted in Peter's confession) 
w.th suffering and death. They needed a 
spur to their faith; and that was given in 
a way they never forgot. 

As Jews, the fact that Moses and Elijah 
conversed with their Master concerning 
His impending death would mean much 
to them. It meant the confirmation of the 
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Scriptures (the Law and the Prophets) 
for Christ’s claim and for His disclosure 
of redemption’s tragic course. But they 
were granted more than this: nothing less 
than a voice from Heaven—God’s voice 
assuring them of the acceptabiity of 
Jesus and acknowledging Him as Son. 
Only men who’ have a great Saviour are 


adequate to becOme messengers. of His 
grace. ’ 
3. Down from Hermon they went to a 


tragic scene in the valley: suffering hu- 
manity, inept disciples, and a mocking 
world. Too often has the same scene been 
repeated as the Church of Jesus Christ 
has stood powerless before the needs of 


men, robbed of its power by permitted 
evil, and taunted by unbelievers with its 
failure. 


But Christ fully met the need, and in 
His speaking implied that those who fol- 
low Him can work similar miracles, if 
only they have faith. Faith in what? Faith 
in Himself as the Prince of Heaven, will- 
ingly divest.ng Himself of His glory that 
He might become the Saviour of men, 
dying upon Calvary’s cross in an act of 
sufficient atonement, and now restored to 
His Father’s right hand. Belief in such a 
Saviour can make miracle-workers of us 
all. 


JANUARY 25, 1953 
Jesus Teaches Humility and 
Forgiveness 

LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 18:1-4, 15-22 
Golden Text: “Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 
18:3). 

Our last lesson was concerned with 
fundamental doctrines of our faith: Jesus 
Christ as the Son of the Father, eternal 
in His deity, and providing an atonement 
which had been foretold in the Law and 
the Prophets. Today we pass from belief 
to behavior, thus indicating the essential 


relationship between a Christian’s faith 
and his conduct. 
Faith, of course, is primary. It is by 


faith we are saved, not by our deeds. And 
this lesson will furnish occasion for pre- 
senting the need for conversion which in- 
volves not only turning from s’n but also 
turning to Christ as Saviour. It will also 
give opportunity for showing that the life 
that has been converted, or turned, must 
give evidence of change: humility, con- 
sistency, and forgiveness are three of the 
qualities the Christian should possess. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Mark 9:33-34 and Luke 9:46 furnish 
important background facts to the incident 
recorded in Matthew 18:1. The disciples 
had been arguing among themselves as to 
which should be greatest in the kingdom of 
Heaven. We need to remember that, in 
their thinking, the kingdom would be one 
of earthly power and authority: they had 
not yet understood that Christ’s kingdom 
was “not of this world.” Perhaps the 
privilege conferred on Peter, James, and 
John, who had been witnesses of the trans- 
figuration, prompted this dispute. 

Our Lord’s answer implied a severe 
rebuke. Calling a child to Him (some 
think it may have been Peter’s child), He 
began His statement with the word 
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mous, he added: 


“Verily,” which: gave a solemn emphasis 
to what followed. His meaning was clear: 
“Did you argue about being greatest in 
the kingdom? I tell you that unless you 
turn around, unless you become as this 
little child, you shall not even enter the 
kingdom.” 

Was Jesus telling these men that they 
were not converted? This does not seem 
likely, and we shall probably err if we 
restrict this word “converted,” as Jesus 
used it, to the initial Christian experience 
of repentance and faith. Yet we may just 
as easily err if we suppose that our Lord 
did not have that in mind. It is likely that 
He intended more than one meaning; as 
though He said: “You cannot enter the 
kingdom unless you become changed men. 
Do you tell Me you are changed? Then 
why does not the change make itself evi- 
dent in childlike humility and trust? What 
is the use of claiming to be changed men 
if your conduct does not show evidence of 
change?” 

Things that Hinder 

Although the verses are not in the pupil 
material, our Lord’s_ statement about 
“whoso shall offend one of these little ones” 
(5-14) is so relevant that we can scarcely 
omit it. The converted man or woman will 
reveal a careful regard for his influence 
on others; he will guard the consistency 
of his behavior, knowing that others are 
helped or hindered in spiritual progress by 
his example. Our Lord laid tremendous 
emphasis on this. If we are susceptible to 
certain temptations we should practice the 
most drastic  self-discipline—the figure 
Jesus used was cutting off an offending 
member, not, of course, to be literally fol- 
lowed, but to impress the seriousness of 
this matter upon us. Such discipline and 
self-denial are not, however, for the sal- 
vation of our own souls, but to avoid being 
stumbling blocks to others. That is Christ’s 
answer to the question: “Am I my broth- 
er’s keeper?” 

The quarrelsome mood of the disciples 
distressed the Master. Unless it was 
curbed, it might lead to serious disagree- 
ment. So He proceeded to speak of the 
Christian way of handling grievances. The 
first step should be private and personal: 
Seek an occasion, said Jesus, to tell the 
offending person of your complaint. If 
that does not avail, take one or two trusted 
friends with you, and seek in their presence 
to effect a reconciliation. Should that 
method fail, there is a third step for 
Christians—take the matter to the larger 
fellowship of believers. Let the church be 
your court of arbitration. (Later Paul re- 
buked the Corinthians because they went 
to law against one another. “I speak to 
your shame,” he said—l Cor. 6:1-8.) 
Should the offender defy the opinion of 
the church “let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican”—that is, just 
leave him severely alone. No revenge is 
suggested, but a severance of all relation- 
ships. 

This discourse inspired Peter to a ques- 
tion. “How often should I forgive my 
brother?” he asked. (Was he thinking of 
the unkind things the others had said of 
him, and James, and John?) Then, sup- 
posing that he was being very magnani- 
“Should I forgive him 
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seven times?” In that suggestion he was 
going beyond the requirement of the 
Mosaic law; but, in Jesus’ eyes, he was 
not going far enough. “Go on forgiving,” 
the Lord replied, “go on forgiving, Peter, 
until you lose count.” 


LESSON PLAN 
1. Be Humble! 
a. The disputing disciples 
b. The Lord’s rebuke 
2. Be Consistent! 
a. Answerable for others 
b. Discipline yourselves 
3. Be Forgiving! 
o. A surprise for Peter 
b. The divine example 
1. The transfiguration of Jesus set forth 
His glory, but it also anticipated His 
death. The thought that He would leave 
them, and that suffering was to be His 
lot, troubled His disciples greatly. We can- 
not question their love for Him; yet they 
were responsible for some of His pain. 
Very soon He would be leaving them to 
go back to His Father ; but they were very 
little prepared to carry on for Him after 
He had gone. Almost immediately after the 
transfiguration something happened which 
evidenced their unpreparedness and deeply 
grieved the Master. The twelve fell to 


quarreling. The issue? Which of them 
should be greatest in the kingdom of 
Heaven! 

They were eager to be in the kingdom; 
yet, from the way they behaved, you would 
not have supposed them candidates for so 
exalted a position. Instead of squabbling 
for the best places they needed to be sure 
that they were actually inside the circle of 
divine blessing. Only the converted can 
qualify: those who have turned away from 
sin and turned toward the Lord. (Are you 
converted? Have you confessed and for- 
saken your iniquities and put faith in the 
crucified Saviour?) And those who are 
converted will reveal the fact in humility 
of life—just like a child who has no greedy 
ambitions but is contented, trustful, and 
happy. (If you claim to be converted, 
does your life bear proof of this?) 

2. Some think that the little child whom 
Jesus honored at this time was Peter’s. 
Whether or not, we may believe that it 
was someone the disciples knew, and know- 
ing, loved. So the Master took them a step 
further. The truly converted man, He re- 
minded them, will be careful of his ex- 
ample. (Had this child listened in while 
the disciples fussed at one another? If so, 
how their faces must have reddened as 
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Jesus continued!) A mark of the Christian 
is the value he places upon other lives, be- 
cause of which he takes care not to do or 
say anything that would damage another. 

The illustration Jesus went on to employ 
would not be misunderstood by the dis- 
ciples. They had been shaking their fists 
at one another in their anger. “Better,” 
said the Master, “to cut that arm off than 
let it lead you further into sin.” Their 
eyes had blazed in selfish anger. “Better 
to pluck out your eyes,” He said, “than 
take them with you into Hell fire.” It was 
a vivid warning, but necessary. And we 
need to heed it still. No self-denial is to 
be considered too great, no renunciation too 
costly, if it rids our lives of things which 
mar our influence and prejudice our own 
spiritual welfare. 

3. There was another lesson that day 
for these men and for all who desire to 
follow Christ in true discipleship. Peter 
was a bit uncomfortable, perhaps, from 
the plain speaking of Jesus. So he angled 
for a little commendation to change the 
subject. How splendid he was being (so 
he thought) to suggest that he should 
forgive offenders seven times! That would 
outstrip even the Pharisees in merit. But 
Peter bit his tongue a moment later, for 
instead of praising him the Master showed 
up the absolute inadequacy of his sugges- 
tion. Forgiveness is not to be determined 
by mathematics. “Seventy times seven” was 
an expression which meant “without 
limit.” 

Does the requirement seem too hard? 
Peter did not think so for long. Came the 
time when he needed forgiveness beyond 
all arithmetical methods: a forgiveness 
which would cover and remove the black 
sin of a threefold denial. Then Peter must 
have been glad that God goes on for- 
giving—and on, and on, and on. His for- 
giveness is our hope. His forgiveness pleads 
with every sinner now. “Be converted,” it 
says. “Change your ways, seek the Saviour, 
confess your sin, and no matter how great 
or many your transgressions, there is for- 
giveness enough.” 


FEBRUARY 1, 1953 

Possessions and the Kingdom 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 19:16-26 
Golden Text: “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth” (Lk. 12:15). 

The Rich Young Ruler wanted spiritual 
security on his own terms. He was an 
ardent religionist, but for entirely selfish 
reasons. Eternal life was a prize to be 
coveted; but it lost much of its appeal 
when Jesus demanded from the young 
man the sacrifice of material comforts. 
A religion of works appealed to him, since 
it pandered to his pride; but the idea of 
stewardship was repugnant. He would 
sooner forfeit future blessing than part 
with present wealth. 

His story serves to emphasize posses- 
sions as either a hindrance to spiritual 
blessing or a means of Christian service. 
This may well be the principal point in our 
lesson. But there are other emphases which 
must not be overlooked, and chiefly that 
which exists in our Lord’s invitation to 
the young Pharisee, “Come and follow 
me.” The greatest possibilities for any life 
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will be realized by response to that call. 
Whether our possessions are few or many, 
in Christian discipleship we shall find the 
maximum opportunity for. serving others 
and the only assurance of eternal life. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

It will be profitable to compare the other 
two accounts of this incident in Mark 10: 
17-22 and Luke 18:18-30. From Mark we 
learn that this wealthy Pharisee came run- 
ning, while Luke uses the phrase “a certain 
ruler,” which indicates that he was a 
member of the high court of the San- 
hedrin. It is reasonable to suppose that 
Jerusalem was his home, but in his eager- 
ness to meet Jesus he had journeyed many 
miles from that city. Not without reason 
is it said that “Jesus beholding him loved 
him” (Mk. 10:21). His behavior was that 
of a smcere seeker in spite of the dis- 
appointing sequel to his story. 

David Smith has designated this young 
man as “a_ tell-me-what-I-must-do-and-l- 
will-do-it Pharisee.” He was deeply earn- 
est in his quest for soul peace, and imagined 
that he could attain it by the works of the 
Law. But the mischief with a religion of 
works is that a man may never.-know when 
he has accumulated sufficient merit to gain 
salvation; a small omission may be enough 
to disqualify him at the last. That is why 
the inquiry was addressed to Jesus. He 
might have a suggestion for earning merit 
(so the young man thought) which had 
not occurred to others. 

Some have suggested that when our 
Lord answered, “Why callest thou me 
good? there is none good but one, that is, 
God,” He was repudiating all equality with 
the Father. On the contrary, He was giv- 
ing this deeply religious young man an 
opportunity to declare his faith in Jesus 
as divine, though, as the sequel shows, he 
did not have spiritual perception enough 
for that. The suggestion that he might 
attain eternal life by keeping the com- 
mandments must have disappointed the 
Pharisee. This was the doctrine in which 
he had been raised, and his life had been 
spent in endeavoring to comply with that 
demand. Yet, if men wish to deal with God 
on the basis of works, this is the only 
answer to their quest: a law unyielding in 
its requirements and beyond the capacity 
of sinful men to fulfill. 


“What Lack I Yet” 

Observance of the Law had failed to 
bring peace to this inquirer. He was not 
conscious of having transgressed any of 
its ten demands; yet he asked, “What lack 
1 yet?” The craving of his heart was for 
something that would finally clinch the 
matter: some outstandingly meritorious 
deed that would leave no further room for 
doubt. 

Christ’s answer dashed his hopes to the 
ground. Knowing the importance this man 
attached to his wealth, Jesus put His 
finger just there. It is not improbable that 
his many possessions had been responsible 
for his exalted position at an early age— 
for in religion as in politics a man may 
buy himself into prominence. “Give up 
your money,” Jesus counseled. “Strip your- 
self of your abundance, and share every- 
thing with the poor.” Impossible! The very 
thought shocked the young man and so 
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numbed his senses that he may have missed 
the gracious words of invitation that fol- 
lowed: “Come and follow me.” In them 
was the real answer to his inquiry. In 
following Jesus he would find the way to 
peace of heart and the assurance of eternal 
life. But .. . “he went away sorrowful: 
for he had great possessions.” 

There were two sad hearts that day— 
the rejecter and the Rejected. Catch the 
tones of disappointment in the Master’s 
voice: “A rich man shall hardly enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” As the surprised 
disciples heard His words, He repeated 
them with new emphasis: “It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of God.” There is no need to seek 
for explanations of this statement which 
modify its unreasonableness. It was meant 
to be unreasonable. It was intended as a 
glaring exaggeration. That way Jesus 
drove home His point that wealth may 
stand as an insurmountable barrier be- 
tween the soul and God. 

But there is a grace which can overcome 
cupidity and selfishness. Therefore Jesus 
added: “With God all things are possible.” 
Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, Barna- 
bas, Philemon, and Lydia all testify to 
that grace which can transform possessions 
into blessings for the glory of God and 
the enrichment of other lives. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. The Inquiring Pharisee 
a. Overestimating himself 
b. Underestimating Christ 

2. The Disappointed Master 
a. A promising follower 
b. Christ's terms rejected 

3. The Surprised Disciples 
a. “Easier for a camel” 
b. Possible with God 

1. This is a story with a very disappoint- 
ing sequel. The young Pharisee hurrying 
to meet the Master, kneeling before Him, 
seeking His advice, winning His affection, 


goes away sorrowful and unsaved. What 
was wrong? In the main, two things, first 
of which was his estimate of himself. He 
supposed that he was good enough, clever 
enough, religious enough, rich. enough to. 
earn the approval of God. That was the 
thing that Paul had to unlearn (Phil. 3:9), 
and which he diagnosed as the chief 
spiritual malady of the Jews (Rom. 10:3). 
Yet there are many Gentiles similarly- 
self-deceived. 

Then, the young Pharisee had an in- 
adequate estimate of Jesus. He compli- 
mented Him by his words and by his. 
action in seeking His counsel; but when. 
given opportunity to confess Him as the 
Son of God he was silent. Many have- 
missed the blessing of eternal life because 
they have reduced Him who is the divine 
Saviour to the lower level of adviser or 
example. 

2. Our Lord’s own reaction to the re- 
quest of this young man reveals His deep: 
feelings toward him. To observers it was. 
clear that the Master “loved him” (Mk. 
10:21). The possibilities of this life ap- 
pealed to the Master. Yielded to God, the 
young Pharisee, with his natural abilities 
and many advantages, could have been 2 
channel of mighty blessing. Does not the- 
Lord feel this way about every life? And! 
should not we feel the same? 

In rejecting Christ’s terms the young 
Pharisee also rejected Christ. Some are- 
not so sincere as he: they profess to be- 
disciples while still withholding their pos- 
sessions from Him who asks for them that 
He may use them for the blessing of multi- 
tudes. Contrasted with the man in our- 
story is Barnabas, who, out of love for- 
Christ and souls, “having land, sold it,. 
and brought the money, and laid it at the: 
apostles’ feet” (Acts 4:37). 

3. Like many Christians today, the dis-. 
ciples were easily impressed by the reli- 
gious profession and wealth of the in-- 
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quirer. They seem to have questioned in 
their minds the Lord’s action in losing so 
promising a sponsor. (What would have 
been done with him in your church? How 
long would it have taken to make a dea- 
con?) But God is not swayed by externalls ; 
remember what He said to Samuel, “The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 
16:7). 

When Jesus said: “With men this is 
impossible; but with God all things are 
possible,” He put this matter of eternal 
life where it belongs—in the hands of God. 
Not our works, but His undertakings for 
us are the ground of our salvation. God 
has made possible the eternal security of 
all who humbly seek His help. How He 
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FEBRUARY 8, 1953 

Jesus Teaches God’s Care 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 20:1-6 
Golden Text: “By grace are ye sav 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 

True interpretation must always depend 
on context. It is unfortunate that many of 
the chapter divisions in our Bibles interrupt 
the sequence and thus confuse the reader. 
Our present Scripture passage must be 
read in connection with 19:16-30, and is 
therefore related to our subject of last 
week. 

Following the tragic refusal of the Rich 
Young Ruler, our Lord made a statement 
which amazed the disciples. “It is easier,” 
He said, “for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God.” The per- 
plexity of the disciples was revealed in 
their troubled protest: “Who then can be 
saved?” and in Peter’s blunt inquiry: 
“Behold, we have forsaken all and fol- 
lowed thee: what shall we have there- 
fore?” 

In answering, our Lord assured Peter 
and His loyal followers that no sacrifice 
for His sake would go unrewarded. “But,” 
He added, “many that are first shall be 
last; and the last shall be first.” It was 
an intimation that Heaven’s dealings with 
men are not along lines of earthly expec- 
tation or evaluation, for one reason be- 
cause “the Lord seeth not as man seeth; 
for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” 
(1 Sam. 16:7). He then proceeded to give 
an example of His meaning in the parable 
of the laborers in the vineyard. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The hiring of the laborers follows the 
accepted customs of the East. A penny (or 
denarius) was adequate remuneration in 
those days for a worker; it was also the 
payment received by a soldier for a day’s 
service. Apparently the day’s work began 
at 6 o’clock in the morning, from which 
hour the Jews reckoned their day. Three 
hours later the farmer went to the market 
place and hired other men, repeating this 
at three-hourly intervals. It is noticeable 
that while he contracted for a precise 
amount with the first men to be engaged, 
no terms were discussed with the other 
laborers. Late in the day, at the eleventh 
hour, because there were jobs still out- 
standing, the farmer enlisted more help 
from the market place. 

At the close of the day, those who were 
last engaged were first paid, and they re- 
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ceived a penny. At the end of the line 
were the men who had been working since 
early morning, and as they saw the pennies 
being paid out they jumped to the con- 
clusion that they would: get more. But it 
was not so. Irrespective of the amount of 
time served, every laborer received a 
penny. 

To those who had put in a full day’s 
work this seemed unfair. So they made 
their protest. But they had no answer when 
the farmer reminded them that they had 
agreed to work for a penny a day. The 
terms of their employment had been met, 
honorably and in full. Why, then, should 
they complain? The money paid out be- 
longed to the employer, and he had a 
perfect right to use it as he wished. If it 
was in his heart to be unexpectedly gen- 
erous to the late comers, who doubtless 
would have been willing to work all day 
if the opportunity had been presented, who 
could protest? 

The First and the Last 

Verse 16 has its problems for the ex- 
positor, and because of this some have 
regarded it as a gloss. But is this neces- 
sary? Jesus was repeating the statement 
with which He began this parable, and in 
effect was saying: “Human procedures 
and expectations are sometimes reversed 
by God. Men may work to rigid rules; but 
God considers factors which men cannot 
recognize. Hence, what is first in human 
estimation may be last with God, and vice 
versa.” The implication is that we should 
not criticize God’s actions, but should 
acknowledge His superior wisdom and 
never-failing grace. 

What of: “Many be called, but few 
chosen?” The Bible is its best interpreter, 
and for light on this we may look both 
back and forward. Looking back to 19:27 
we have Peter’s declared expectations of 
reward because he and the other disciples 
had forsaken everything for Jesus. Look- 
ing forward to 20:20-24 we have the re- 
quest of the mother of James and John 
for preferential treatment in Christ's king- 
dom. What these men all needed to appre- 
ciate was that their privilege lay in being 
called. To be workers together with Christ 
was honor indeed. As to special recogni- 
tion, that would be for few—and the 
decisions would all rest with the Father. 

As with all parables, it is not necessary 
to seek significance in every detail, but to 
pursue the main thought which Christ in- 
tended to emphasize. Whatever was in 
Peter’s mind when he voiced his question 
(19:27), Jesus brought him and the rest 
of the disciples back to this basic prin- 
ciple: that in the matter of redemption God 
deals with all men on equal terms. There 
are no privileged classes and no scales of 
merit. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. God's Indiscriminate Favor 
a. A lesson for the Jew 
b. A peek into the future 
c. An assurance to all 

2. Man’s Highest Privilege 
a. The honor of service 
b. The spirit of service 
c. The reward of service 

1. Remember, in the first place, that our 
Lord was speaking to Jews. They had a 
high sense of superiority especially in 
spiritual matters. It was hard for them to 
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Jews or eleventh-hour Gentiles. There is 
no difference” (Rom. 3:22-24). 

Peter wanted assurance that his self- OU 
denials would have some recompense. Y OF TH ESE GREAT BOOKS 
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call Saul of Tarsus, Augustine, Luther, 
Wesley, Carey, Spurgeon, Judson, Moody, 
Truett—and thousands beside, including 
you and me. 

So the selfish desires of the disciples 
were rebuked in a way which brings as- 
surance to all of God’s indiscriminate 
goodness. Centuries have passed since the 
Lord Jesus called his first followers; but 
He is calling still. And all who will re- 
spond, and take their place in His vine- 
yard, will be equally treated; for to all 
will be given that which the Rich Young 
Ruler sought but did not find, the boon 
of eternal life. 

2. Shame cn us if our chief thought in 
service is reward. Uppermost in our think- 
ing should be the privilege of being called. 
God has appointed us to tasks that angels 
might well covet. From fishing grounds 
and tax booths, from monkish cells and 
depths of unbelief, from cobblers’ benches 
and school desks He has called men into 
service which has no equal on earth and 
no parallel in Heaven. 

Let us serve, therefore, in the spirit of 
humble gratitude which shall express itself 
in uttermost loyalty and devotion. Among 
Christ’s workers the thought of seniority, 








OUR LORD. An affirmation of the Deity of Christ 
By WM. CHILDS ROBINSON, D.D. i 
(Publisher’s retail price $3.00) 
An eminently sane, illuminating and powerful 
treatise. Meets the need of the scholar as well as 
the average layman. Up-to-date, clear and pre- 
cise, promoting real thought. 


THE REFORMED DOCTRINE OF ADOPTION 
By ROBERT ALEXANDER WEBB, D.D.,LL.D. 
(Publisher’s retail price $2.50) 

Adoption is that act of God’s grace that restores 
a man to filial standing. The author shows its 

importance and its preciousness. 
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By JOSEPH PITT WILES, M.A. 
(Publisher's retail price $2.50) 

Edited by David Otis Fuller, D.D. 
A masterpiece abridged from the most popular 
translation ever made. This volume belongs in 
the library of every Christian home. 


THE REFORMED DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION 
By DR. EDWARD BOEHL 
(Publisher’s retail price $3.00) 

A masterful presentation of this fundamental 
Christian Doctrine, opening to us the contro- 
versies that have arisen and squaring their 

errors by Scriptures. 


Advantages of The Clergy Book Club 
Each month the book club selects the bést avail- 
able title (or occasionally a double selection) as 
their book-of-the-month and at the same time 
selects several recommended alternate books. 
From time to time the club enjoys the guidance 
of a Board of Literary Advisors composed of 
Percy B. Crawford, D.D., E. Schuyler English, 
Litt. D., Stuart P. Garver, B.D., Norman B. Kel- |} 
low, D.D., Carl Armerding, D.D., Frank E. Gae- | 
dditi i Bee ee ee 
with special privilege and additional re- mech four s purchased entitles you to free 

book dividend. Alternate selections as well as 
ward, should have no place. Taken from main selections, count toward dividend credit. 


equal need we share an equal honor, = There are NO FEES. =e. MEMBERSHIP poms ond ~ get a FREE subscription to “BOOK- 
the highest wage we can receive is the CAST,” your monthly reviews ; you get budget plans for purchase of sets, commentaries, etc., 
satisfaction of doing the will of Him who “42 3* Get QQ 


gave Himself for us. TWO PLANS OF ACTION 
x > . i f 
Will there be rewards? So the Lord has feng oe —— ger 
seen fit to reveal. But not to excite selfish purchased. | 
ambition or to encourage place-seeking in van 8 Paes offering . | 
His kingdom. He stimulates us to high Som en cinute becke of 10% | 
endeavor by the assurance that He re-_ if ize or mere, heeke per l age. There are, no other, obligations of membership ast am to ~<a 
ssl esata : ; : months are purchased. ceive each month my copy of “ cast” 
members every sacrifice and every splendid Remember, laymen wanting l giving book selections, book reviews and other literary news for 








THE CLERGY BOOK CLUB 

Kings College, Delaware, Dept. ET! 

I enclose $1, for which send me the four books listed in this adver- 
tisement worth $11.00 at publisher’s retail price. 

I accept your feature offer and request that you enroll me as a 
member of THE CLERGY BOOK CLUB. I may purchase as few as 
four book selections a year at retail price, plus actual cost of post- 


effort made; but the character and alloca- serious books—not fiction— | Club members. 
are equally eligible with 














tion of the rewards He alone determines. ah, | eet ee ee $4nssheapser 
To be sure that I possess salvation, to Enroll today — mail Coupon PA i. ..0.0.0:5:0's chins tas wap dbamnsanaeiedenek tone aee hiechigiens 
cleave closely to His will, to be faithful in Gis iodo o0.00ske o> sbnwcdiicntnar aed A SETAE 

ee Kids . ( ) Check here for bers t under 10%-15% dis- 
His service—these must be me Sate The The Clergy Book Club count Plan B which provides a discount on each selection instead 
rest I can leave to Him. - Dept. ETI, Kings College, Del. | of free book dividend. 


JANUARY 1953 27 








NEW 





God’s Word in Man’s Language. Eugene 

Nida. Harper and Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

It is unlikely that many of the Chris- 
tians who rejoice in the possession of 
the Word of God in their own language 
realize what a signal blessing that is 
or appreciate the labor and sacrifice re- 
quired to produce it. How is it possible 
for Americans—who can buy Bibles or 
portions thereof in countless stores at 
reasonable prices whenever they wish— 
to comprehend the longing of those mil- 
lions who today still do not have the 
Scriptures in their native tongue? Yet 
our precious Bible came not without 
generations of brave consecrated schol- 
arship and martyrdom; Wycliff, Tyndale, 
Coverdale, Latimer, Ridley, and a host 
of others gave their lives to the prepa- 
ration of the Bible in the common 
language of England. And today another 
band of faithful Christians labors to per- 
form the same service for those people 
who are still without the Bible in their 
native speech. 

Dr. Nida tells his story well, pointing 
out the difficulties that face any attempt 
to make a thoroughly trustworthy trans- 
lation which will convey thought pat- 
terns accurately from one language to 
another of quite different form and 
vocabulary. The basic problem, of course, 
is to be sure that the meaning of the 
Hebrew and Greek of the original texts 
is properly understood since a transla- 
tion from English to, say, Mayan cannot 
be nearly as true to the meaning of the 
original as one which depends upon the 
Hebrew or Greek. In developing this 
thought Nida gives a number of word 
studies which will prove most helpful 
to the earnest Bible student. 

This book is an excellent example of 
that most rare phenomenon—a com- 
plicated account lucidly and interest- 
ingly told; it is to be highly recom- 
mended. FRS. 


Great Truths to Live by. Kenneth S. 
Wuest. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 152 p. $2.00. 
Two themes are interwoven with the 

word studies as presented in Great 

Truths To Live By. The first two chap- 

ters and the last give stirring instances 

which give precise testimony to the 
deity of our divine Lord. With the skill 
of experience Mr. Wuest shows through 
the use of words that there was no 
mistake in the minds of those who knew 

Jesus that He was from God. The other 

theme has to do with phases of the 

Christian life, suggesting the title, Great 

Truths To Live By. The rich meaning 

of the Greek is presented in all its 

glory to the blessing of him who reads. 
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In his chapter on the Second Coming 
the author indulges in a bit of whimsey 
which reaches fantastic proportions. He 
attempts to prove by the use of Greek 
words that the Lord in the Rapture will 
come within ten thousand feet of the 
earth to receive His own. This reviewer, 
as professor of Greek, finds himself in 
an embarrassing position, for the author 
of Great Truths To Live By was his 
beloved teacher who led the reviewer 
into the paths of Greek. It is true that 
the Greeks had two words for air. It is 
true that in certain contexts a distinc- 
tion between these words was made, but 
the Greeks may have overlooked Mt. 
Everest in their calculations as to where 
the aer stopped and the aether began. 
What may have happened was that the 
author was intrigued with an idea and 
allowed his speculation to run away 
with his generally accurate linguistics. 

Despite this flight into whimsey, in- 
dulged by the best of us, this book will 
have many spiritual blessings for the 
reader. R.L.K. 


The Pauline Eschatology. Geerhardus 
Vos. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 365 p. $5.00. 
More than a score of years ago this 

work on the subject of Pauline Escha- 
tology, which is now being rei 
was given to us by the late Professor of 
Biblical Theology in Princeton The- 
ological Seminary, who was one of the 
outstanding exponents of amillennialism 
in his day. Dr. Vos examines the con- 
tribution of Paul to such important sub- 
jects of eschatological study as the 
parousia, the man of sin, the resurrec- 
tion, chiliasm, the judgment, and the 
eternal state. The author seeks to trace 
these concepts from Old Testament 
origins, through the pseudepigraphical, 
extra-biblical, and secular literature to 
their formulation by the Apostle Paul, 
through whom, he believes, they reached 
their highest and final form. 

Although guided by the allegorizing 
or spiritualizing method of interpreta- 
tion, which results in amillennial inter- 
pretations, and to conclusions which 
cannot be shared by premillennialists, 
this scholarly volume, which presupposes 
a working knowledge of the original 
language, will be of value to the serious 
student of eschatology, in that it is a 
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first hand exposition of the amillennial 
interpretation of the above mentioned 
subjects, and sets forth the amillennial 
exegesis of many of the key eschato- 
logical passages in Paul’s epistles. 

Regardless of one’s millennial views 
one may read with profit the chapter on 
“The Interaction between Eschatology 
and Soteriology” as the author reminds 
us that eschatology cannot and must not 
be divorced from Christology and 
Soteriology, or there will be a serious 
loss in our comprehension of these doc- 
trines, which, to be viewed perfectly, 
must be viewed as a unit. 

This volume may be recommended to 
those who desire to study amillennial 
eschatological interpretation first hand. 

J.DP. 


Our Hope of Survival. George L. Mur- 
ray. Grand Rapids, Baker Book House. 
133 p. $1.50. 

Here is another pungent volume from 
the pen of Dr. George L. Murray, pastor 
of the First United Presbyterian Church, 
Boston, Mass. The writings of this able 
preacher reflect at each point the soli- 
darity of his sturdy Scotch Presbyterian 
heritage. His trenchant analysis of 
present world conditions displays a 
catholic comprehension of contemporary 
history, as well as prephetic insight into 
its spiritual and moral implications. 
With irrefutable logic he relates man’s 
moral dereliction to man’s disregard for 
God’s revelation. He cogently argues 
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that every human problem— moral, 
mental, and material, is basically theo- 
logical. 

It is at this point Dr. Murray makes 
his departure from many contemporary 
religionists, as well as secular thinkers, 
who presently give utterance to similar 
sentiments. His diagnosis is in essential 
agreement with theirs, but his prescrip- 
tion, is much more explicit and intelli- 
gible. To be sure, thinking men are 
coming to discern more and more the 
inseparable relationship between creed 
and deed, between cult and conduct. 
But too often their creed is nebulous, 
and their cult but vaguely Christian. In 
bright contrast, Dr. Murray sets forth 
God’s remedy in bold, and vigorous 
Biblical affirmation. His is no denatured 
presentation of the Christian Evangel 
tinctured to suit the squeamish tastes of 
unregenerated moralists, or religious 
“liberals.” Rather is it a heartening ap- 
peal for a return to the Scriptures. He 
dares to prefer the Word of God to the 
changing vagaries of men—the highlands 
of Divine Revelation to the miasmatic 
swamplands of this world’s wisdom. He 
ascribes the impotency of much modern 
Protestantism to the want of an author- 
ity. Too long in many American pulpits 
has the tinkling brass and clanging 
cymbal of man’s wisdom been substi- 
tuted for the silver trumpet of Sacred 
Writ; a cacophany of human voices for 
the Voice of the Good Shepherd; the 
uncertain opinings of men for the more 
sure Word of Prophecy. In the process, 
a large segment of Protestantism has 
lost its grip upon men. 

The final chapter, “The Christian’s 
Solution” Dr. Murray draws together, 
to form a convincing conclusion, the 
imperatives of a life-transforming, 
Christ-honoring ministry. This succinct, 
power-packed, little volume, with its 
graphic style, its keen observations, its 
choice quotations from contemporary 
writings, and its well-reasoned, faith- 
strengthening conclusions, will prove 
rewarding reading for minister and lay- 
man alike. 

G.S. 


The Mighty Saviour. Arthur J. Moore. 
Abington-Cokesbury Press, New York 
City, 154 p. $2.00. 

Because of the social and economic 
noise of the denominational bigwigs, who 
are long on chattering and short on doc- 
trine, many Bible believers wonder if 
there is a testimony left within the 
organized church. This reviewer is happy 
to present a volume by Bishop Arthur 
J. Moore, of the Methodist Church, resi- 
dent bishop of Atlanta. Bishop Moore is 
known throughout the South and the 
North for his evangelical stand on mat- 
ters of the faith. He has spoken for a 
number of years at Ocean Grove with 
great blessing attending his messages. 

The Mighty Saviour comprises ten 
sermons based on the life of our Lord. 
In these messages Bishop Moore sets 
forth his faith in the great doctrines of 
the Gospel. He deplores the fact that 
many of the great words of the Bible 
are fast passing from the vocabulary of 
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those who ought to be using them. He 
gives his testimony to our Lord, His 
virgin birth, His incarnation and work, 
and His death upon the cross for our 
sins. 


The contents of The Mighty Saviour 
tell the story of the book. “Whose Son 
Is He?” sets forth the deity of our 
Lord. “The Love That Sent Him” sets 
forth the purpose of the incarnation. 
Other headings are, “The Anthem That 
Announced Him,” “The Name That Was 
Given Him,” “The Mission That Brought 
Him,” “The Cross Upon Which They 
Crucified Him,” “The Decision We Make 
Concerning Him,” “The Miracle of Power 
Sinners Find in Him,” and “The Eternal 
- Home in Which We Are to Dwell with 

Him.” 

This is a good book to put into the 
hands of your friends who are churched, 
but unsaved, for here, a churchman 
would have them. accept Christ. 


R.L.K. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 21) 

Dr. Niemoller is reported as saying 
in his sermon: ‘‘I am _ persuaded, 
even though the view be not very 
popular, that the growing conflict 
is the obverse and mirror of anxiety. 
. . . It is by the anxiety on both 
sides that we are being driven to 
destruction.’’ His conclusion is that 
‘‘the man who would preserve peace 
today must be able to deal with 
anxiety.’’ But, Dr. Niemoller makes 
the point: if we live as Christians 
we are delivered from anxiety. 
Christ is our peace. We should not 
believe false prophets who have 
quick solutions. We should have 
patience. Now is the time for inter- 
cession. 
HUXLEY AND THE ORIGIN OF MATTER 

Julian Huxley, well-known agnos- 
tie writer on scientific themes, gave 
a series of talks on the radio in 
England in which he took the posi- 
tion that all matter came into being 
as a result of blind physical forces. 
He was answered by Douglas Dewar, 
author of two volumes on the fal- 
lacies of evolution. A paragraph 
from his answer is worth recording : 

““Dr. Julian Huxley is of course 
entitled to believe that ‘blind’ phy- 
sical forces’ are responsible for the 
conversion of inorganic matter into 
a living organism, but this notion 
is at least twenty-five years out of 
date. Its fa'laey was exposed by the 
Swiss mathematician Eugene Guye. 
This fact was mentioned by Pro- 
fessor V. H. Mottram in a B. B. C. 
broadeast given in April, 1948. In 
this broadeast he pointed out that 
the odds against the chance forma- 
tion of a protein molecule are 100 
multiplied by itself 160 times to 1. 
As the simplest living organism is 
composed of a number of protein 
molecules of different kinds, the 
odds against the chance origin of a 
living organism reaches astronomi- 
cal figures. Nevertheless, Dr. Huxley 
bases his series of talks on the as- 
sumption that this impossible event 
actva'ly happened.’’ 
RELIGION AND PARLIAMENT 

Gordon Lang, former member of 
the British Parliament, writing on 
‘*Religion at Westminister,’’ in the 
B itish Weekly says that during all 
his years in Parliament he was ap- 
proached many times by church 
groups asking him to protest against 
something but that he was never 
once approached to ask him to sup- 
port anything, althovgh there were 
many fine causes for which church 
groups could well have taken up 
arms. The article goes on to discuss 
the religious activity directly asso- 
ciated with Parliament, and in this 


connection it is stated. ‘‘There is a 
little-known gathering held every 
Tuesday afternoon in the office of 
the Serjeant-at-Arms. This is a 
prayer meeting with an unbroken 
record of nearly a hundred and 
fifty years. The service is conducted 
by members in turn, and lasts for 
fifteen minutes. It has proved a 
source of unity and comfort to many 
but is now attended by only a hand- 
ful of people.’’ 

PENITENCE IN GERMANY? 

Dr. Hans Grimm, German Chris- 
tian leader, has written a book, now 
translated into English, in answer 
to a broadeast message of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. The latter had 
called upon the Germans, in 1945, 
to ‘‘choose their ground of faith.’’ 
Dr. Grimm’s emotional and dis- 
cursive style tend to obscure his line 
of argument, but the book is well 
worth studying for the light it 
throws on how a section at least of 
the German people view the last 
war, the occupation, and the setting 
up of Western Germany. One point 
clearly emerges: There is scarcely a 
grain of penitence in the book. 
Ovght there to be? It is the point 
at issue. 

CATHOLIC ACTION 

The Pope, speaking from the steps 
of St. Peter’s on Columbus Day, 
called for a new crusade by Catho- 
lie laymen through Catholie Action. 
(These are the groups which have 
burned churehes in Colombia and 
in Spain, ete.) He spoke of the 
work that the members of Catholic 
Action had to do in combating the 
forees of materialism, and especially 
in preventing calumnies against the 
Church. 


THE CONTROL TOWER 
(Continued from page 19) 
from the control tower is irksome and 
repugnant. 

Human nature feels confident that 
there is room enough at the airport 
for us to bring in our plane without 
a moment’s delay, and we will show 
them how! In flying, of course, one 
crash disproves our theory. Only 
wreckage supplies the commentary 
on the man who thought he knew 
better, or who thought that he could 
get by. In human nature’s revolt 
against God, the results of disobedi- 
ence do not appear to be so spectac- 
ular, but in very truth they are. If 
only we had eyes to perceive what 
happens when a man closes his ears 
to God and takes his own way, we 
would have our soul shriveled with 
fear and terror. An airport crash is 
nowise more dramatic than the havoc 
that follows disregard of God’s flying 
instructions. 
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How wonderful it is for the reno- 
vated heart to discover the greatness 
of the change when disobedience 
ceases and we learn to delight our- 
selves in the Lord our God. True, 
some early converts still meet with 
discouragement, or find themselves 
tripped through unwariness. But what 
joys attend the pure-hearted re- 
sponse of obedience! Moreover, once 
we give our attention to the com- 
mands of God, we awake to discover 
that much of God’s commanding is 
oriented for our joy, and for our vic- 
tory. Thinking back to some steep 
place which we ascended painfully, 
we come to enter in our records, like 
the psalmist, that “there the Lord 
commanded the blessing” (Psa. 133). 
Wondering if our frailty is to be con- 
tinuous, and if it must cling to us 
like our doom, we learn with rapture 
that “thy God hath commanded thy 
strength” (Psa. 68:28). Even when 
our Christian profession seems to have 
brought us to penury and ‘disaster, it 
may well be that we shall unmask 
some most unlikely ministers of God 
—for did not God say to Elijah of 
birds that by His ordinance were 
called unclean, “I have commanded 
the ravens to feed thee?” 


Yes, the transformation of a saved 
man’s outlook affords amazement to 
his grateful mind. He is nearer to God 
in taste and inclination than ever he 
dreamed possible, and God is also 
nearer to him. Thus he confronts the 
future saying to himself, “Yet the 
Lord will command his loving kind- 
ness in the daytime, and in the night 
his song shall be with me.” 


At the end of his life he will make 
this retrospect—a retrospect that once 
upon a time would have seemed a 
thing incredible: “Thy statutes have 
been. my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage.” 

Not only does God’s design include 
delight—and delight in that most un- 
expected realm, the realm of God’s 
commandments — but of course it 
brings us to our destined goal, the 
destination we were made to reach. 
The control tower proves to be life’s 
indispensable building unit. 

The dignity of the redeemed soul is 
never shown so momentously as when 
it is declared by the sovereign Creator 
that He will share His rule and 
authority with His creatures. Says 
Christ, “To him that overcometh will 
I grant to sit with me in my throne.” 
It seems as if God’s way, once it is 
acknowledged and welcomed with all 
our heart opens out into a universal 
harmony so all-inclusive that the 
great Creator finds it sweet that we 
should share with Him His own pre- 


rogatives. There is something almost 
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staggering to the intellect in the 
grandeur of His designs for us. The 
mind faints picturing it: our destiny 
links us with the Throne and with 
the sceptre! 

And yet it is not of thrones and of 
dominion in that great day of God 
that we must now speak. Our destin- 
ation as redeemed souls involves 
something more immediate. We might 
put it briefly thus: If we give heed to 
God’s commandments out of a heart 
renewed and indwelt by His Holy 
Spirit, God discloses to us the destiny 
that is ours in being mighty inter- 
cessors for His Kingdom and His 
glory. Prayer is so grandiose in its 
conception that our mean thoughts of 
it and our poor practice of prayer is 
quite our deepest reproach. Yet 
think! In Isaiah 45:11 this astounding 
thing is said by God: “Thus saith the 
Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and His 
Maker .. . Concerning the work of 
my hands command ye me.” 

Leaving out of account for the 
moment the grand unfolding of fu- 
ture events, we ponder the breath- 
taking authority and power that is 
vested in human beings. Jonathan 
Edwards and David Brainerd and 
George Mueller and Hudson Taylor 
were men who dared to believe that 
God meant what He said when He 
gave almost unlimited promises to 
prayer. Charles G. Finney was a 
lawyer trained to recognize the im- 
portance of careful wording in docu- 
ments, so his legal mind accepted it 
as certain that Christ intended His 
encouragements to believing petition 
te be taken quite literally. His faith 
was matter-of-fact: that was why the 
youthful Finney shocked the elders 
when he asked whether they ever 
expected God to answer their prayers. 
It was Finney, not the conventional 
elders, who became a power in the 
earth. Andrew Murray, Praying 
Hyde, and a great host beside attest 
the fact that men who make “Him 


only”. the motto of their lives become 
people of note, for they subdue king- 
doms, work righteousness, obtain 
promises, stop the mouths of lions, 
quench the violence of fire, .escapé 
the edge of the sword, out of weak- 
ness are made strong, wax valiant in 
fight, and turn to flight the armies of 
the aliens. 

In our time there is need for the 
heroic note in Christian witness. 
Moreover, the world cries out for the 
power that finds release whenever 
fearless and unfaltering testimony is 
borne. Obey God without one side- 
wise look: such was the rule that 
Peter and John so simply followed 
after Pentecost. It made them irre- 
sistible. In China and Colombia, God 
doubtless has His many fearless wit- 
nesses today, such as He found in the 
stooping-shouldered pastor in Den- 
mark. Once we get the smoke or the 
sleep out of our eyes, it stands plain 
for all to see that God has put one 
principle at the heart of all our faith, 
and it is this: “Him only shalt thou 
serve.” Never say “God and —.” 

END 


Great Books On Prophecy 


These booklets exalt and explain the Word of 
God, and are written by a world traveler and 
student of the Scriptures for 47 years. 

1. “The Second Coming of Christ Explained.” 
This subject is dealt with in great detail, com- 
paring the two different events of His coming. 

2. “The Kingdom of God Explained, and the 
Gospel of the Kingdom.” It explains all the won- 
derful prophecies pertainirg to Christ’s ever- 
lasting kingdom which is close at hand. 

3. “The New Jerusalem, the City of the Living 
God.” This book explains the marvelous wonders 
of heaven. God’s great capital of the Universe. 

4. “Mystery Babylon the Great Explicined.”” This 
most difficult of all Prophecics is at last made 
clear to readers, for it explains the greatest 
mysterv in the world today. 

5. “The Coming United States in Europe Accord- 
ing to Prophecy.” It explains what the Bible 
states about Communism, and how ten nations 
will unite in Western Europe as a balance of 
power against Russia. SPECIAL OFFER. 


All for $1.00 
REV. ANDREW OLSEN 
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Grays River, Washington 
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W I T N E G c by Whittaker Chambers 


One of the great books of the century, the 
biography is the story of the conversion of an 
atheist to faith, a communist to democracy, and a 
pacifist to a warrior. 


READ IT ALL! Only 1/5 cf this amazing confes- 
sion has been serialized. For the full, uncut version, read 


ETERNITY BOCK SERVICE, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Please send me a copy of ‘“WITNESS.” Enclosed is remittance to cover in the amount of $5.00. 


Donald Grey Barnhouse 
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Speaking of Books. . . 


During 1953 Eternity Book Service would like to bring to your 
attention worthwhile Christian reading just released by the pub- 
lishers and, in addition, to suggest for your edification and 
instruction reprints of Christian classics which have helped 
Christians in the past. The Editor of Eternity would be delighted 
to suggest what he feels to be the best study books on the various 
books of the Bible, as well as to suggest reading on topical subjects. 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND BIBLE 
HISTORY by Joseph P. Free, 


$5.00 


After nearly 15 years of teaching 
courses in Bible archaeology in 
Wheaton College, the author felt 
the need of a book dealing with 
archaeology and Bible history. The 
chief aim throughout the book is 
to be practical and helpful. In- 
tended to serve the student of the 
Bible, the Sunday school teacher, 
the minister and evangelist, and the 
layman who wants deeper study. 


MODERN SCIENCE AND CHRIS- 
TIAN FAITH by The American 
Scientific Affiliation (Revised), 


$4.00 


This excellent volume appears in 
textbook size with a chapter on 
every major science. It represents 
the combined effort of several 
scores of scientific men over a 
period of more than five years— 
Christian professional scientists 
representing the various branches 
of scientific specialty. 


SCIENCE SPEAKS by Peter W. 
Stoner 


SoU SIGH es $1.50 


The purpose of this book is . lay 
side by side the findings of the 
physical sciences and statements of 
the Scriptures so that anyone may 
observe their miraculous agreement. 
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Have you ordered the new a!bum of Gospel 
songs by LEE CHILDS just released by 
Singspiration? Miss Childs was formerly 
the featured soloist on the Carnation Con- 

tented Hour. The album includes the 
following : 

O For a Thousand Tongues (Hayden) 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

In the Secret of Hie Presence 

Near to the Heart of God 

Shall I Empty Handed Be? 

More Like the Master 
(78 RPM only) Lee a is $3.94 


is includes tax) 
May we suggest Album Neo. 1 
SINGING | GO-George Beverly Shea 
Bass Baritone) 
O Mary. Don’t Rell, Jordan, Roll 
_You Weep If We Could See 
Singing I Go T 


Ir . = Have 


Sof ie and Tenderly 
Yes He Did 
(78 RPM and 45 RPM) 
G. Beverly Shea Album No. 1 is 00 
(tax included) 


ome 
The Love of God 


Speaking of Records. . . 





NEW YEAR (Continued from page 15) 
cup is the new testament of My blood, 
shed for many for the remission of 
sins. All of you drink of it.” There 
is then the silence of meditation and 
surrender. Then, after a prayer, we 
remember that the disciples sang a 
hymn before they went out into the 
night, and we sing a song of praise, 
especially 
Thou art coming, O my Saviour, 
Thou art coming, O my King... 
Then we have the benediction, wish 
each other the Lord’s joy in the com- 
ing days and go quietly to our homes, 
after having prayed that all shall be 
kept from accident, danger, and 
harm. 

A few years ago a striking incident 
occurred while we were observing 
the Lord’s Supper. It was approxi- 
mately thirty seconds before mid- 
night. The elders had returned to 
their places and I had served them 
the cup, and had regained my place 
behind the Communion table. Just as 
I was about to take my cup and an- 
nounce the partaking thereof, the 
clear voices of a group of roisterers 
penetrated the holy silence of that 
moment. A group of young men, 
walking down the street on the side- 
walk just under the windows of the 
auditorium, were singing a drinking 
song, and the words came into the 
silence of the communion service with 
startling clarity. 

Glorious, glorious 

One keg of beer for the four of us 

Glory be to God there ain’t no more 
of us 

For Heaven knows I’d drink it all 
alone. 

I could have begun my presenta- 
tion in the middle of their singing 
and attempted to speak above the 
noise, but suddenly I had a flash of 
great truth, and waiting until the 
verse was finished, I said with an 
earnest intensity which I felt to the 
depth of my being 
Glorious, glorious, 

Jesus drank the dregs for all of us, 

Glory be to God, there is no more 
for us, 

For on the cross, He drank it all alone. 

It was one of the moments of all 
my ministry when I felt that the 
place we were in seemed to be al- 
most physically shaken. There was an 
intensity of feeling among the hun- 
dreds of believers throughout the 
auditorium which had seldom been 


surpassed. And when we sang, a 
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moment later, the hymn of praise 
swelled out with a joy that out- 
matched any chorus which the maud- 
lin world could raise. 

As a boy I took great delight in the 
observance of days. Christmas was a 
great thing to me. Easter, and my 
birthday were well remembered. I 
shot firecrackers on Independence 
Day, and passed through all the cycle 
that is known to young America 
growing up. We acknowledged 
Thanksgiving Day with all the joys of 
a loaded table. But as the years go 
by I have a new outlook on all these 
things. We are still aware of the 
passage of time. We still give pres- 
ents on Christmas, and rejoice in the 
flowers of Easter time, and smile be- 
nignly on the array of new millinery. 
We observe birthdays in our family, 
remembering with joy the coming of 
our loved ones to us. But as time 
goes on there is a new thought in all 
of these days. Christ is come not 
only on Christmas, but on every other 
day of the year. Christ is risen, not 
only on Easter, but on every other 
Sunday, and on every other day. We 
serve a risen Saviour. 

I think that what has happened is 
that the Holy Spirit is teaching us the 
inwardness of eternity in the midst 
of time. Paul wrote to the Galatians, 
“But now, after that ye have known 
God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye de- 
sire again to be in bondage? Ye ob- 
serve days, and months, and times, 
and years. I am afraid for you, lest I 
have bestowed upon you labor in 
vain” (Gal. 4:9-11). 

I have come to realize that there is 
an observance which is no longer an 
observance. One can keep Christmas 
with the children, and with the loved 
ones of his household, and rejoice 
that God has set the solitary in fami- 
lies (Psa. 68:6). We can mark the 
passage of the other days with the 
same detached spirit—entering into 
the joy, but realizing that the joy 
continues unceasing, and that a warm 
day in August will be just as good as 
January 1, and that midnight is as 
noon, forever more because all things 
have been made new. 

Most of you will be reading this in 
the month of January. But if this copy 
happens to meet your eye in another 
month of the year, let me wish you a 
joyous new year, and let it begin at 
this moment in your heart. And if 
you pause to meditate on this for a 
moment it will be time to repeat the 
wishes, for another new year is now 
dawning for you. Our God is the God 
of new beginnings. And new year for 
Him and for you is right now, what- 
ever the day or the hour. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
(Continued from page 12) 


Of this one thing the Mission is 
convinced—that the answer to such 
threats is the thorough training of 
the African Christian. The answer, 
we believe, is the indigenous church 
—the self-supporting African church, 
able to reach its own people with the 
Gospel. Toward such a goal are 
pointed all the medical, educational, 
and spiritual phases of the Mission’s 
work. 

Dr. A. D. Helser’s 160-page book, 
“Africa’s Bible,” presents a graphic 
picture of what God is doing through 
the missionaries and friends of the 
Sudan Interior Mission. Its sixty 
pages of lifelike pictures show the 
power of the Word of God in Africa. 


Carl J. Tanis, Sudan Interior 
Mission, 164 West 74th Street, 
New York 23, N. Y., will be glad 
to send you further information 
about the work of the Mission 
and Africa’s Bible by A. D. Hel- 
ser and a copy of the newspaper 
African Challenge. 


Within the past few years a new 
society within the Sudan Interior 
Mission has sprung into existence. 
The African Missionary Society, com- 
posed of some fifty trained African 
men, now ministers to nationals and 
is supported by native churches. 

Some are second generation Chris- 
tians; all are graduates of Mission 
Bible and Teacher Training Schools. 
Into remote villages, farming areas, 
and densely populated urban com- 
munities these African missionaries 
have gone to live their testimony of 
a living Christ. 


There is Badumn, who had never 
been away from his own village be- 
fore, now living among difficult 
Fulani cattle people in northern. 
Nigeria; there is Malam Kure, head 
of the Society, who was previously . 
a strong Moslem; and there is 
Gwamna, who walked 800 miles to 
attend Bible school, and now with 
his family is pastoring a large Niger- 
ian church and two branch churches. 

To evangelize 26 million unreached 
in the six fields allotted to the Sudan 
Interior Mission—French West Af- 
rica, Nigeria, Ethiopia, the Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan, Aden, and Liberia— 
the Mission is building new Bible 
schools, hospitals, dispensaries, leper 
homes, mission stations, radio station 
ELWA, and newspaper headquarters. 

With the use of the new sulfone 
drug, Dapsone, lepers have shown 
marked recovery from this long- 
dreaded disease, often described as 
“the remorseless nibblings of an un- 
hurried death.” 

How greatly God has used the 
friends at home who have shared in 
the support of these “living dead.” 
If you could only see the longing of 
the lepers to enter the camps, and 
the contrasting joy that is theirs when 
at last they are welcomed! Inside 
they are given a warm blanket, food, 
a place to sleep, medicine, and, best 
of all, the Word of God! Hosts of 
S. I. M. friends have supplied these 
needs for them. 

A recent advance to reach the 26 
million has been the new S. I. M. 
radio station ELWA, located in Mon- 
rovia, Liberia, on Africa’s western 
coast. Already beaming Gospel broad- 
casts into African villages and homes. 
where 140,000 radio sets are now in 
use, ELWA hopes to cross the waters 
into European and Iron Curtain 
homes as well. 








SHOWS THE WAY TO EVERYTHING 
YOU WANT AND NEED! 


PRAYER—Asking and Receiving 


By Dr. Joun R. Rice. This book will transform your prayer 
life! Full of Scriptures on every phase of prayer, heart-warming 
teaching, concrete examples of answered prayer from the 
author’s rich life and ministry. Shows hindrances to prayer, 
tells how to pray in the will of God, grow in faith, really get 
things from God. Answers questions about praying for healing, 
“praying through,” fasting, asking for miracles ...... Only $2.50 

Dr. H. A. Ironside commended, “One of the most interest- 
ing, refreshing and conclusive works on prayer we have ever 
consulted.” Dr. Robert G. Lee wrote, “I have read many books 
on prayer, and Dr. Rice’s book is among the best . . . written 
as a friend talks face to face with friend.” 
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New, too, is The African Challenge, 
the Christian newspaper which re- 
cently hit the high of 27,000 copies 
. . . and demands are still increasing. 
Written in English, it carries an ex- 
cellent picture section, testimonials, 
stories, news, and Bible studies. It 
is the only paper of its kind com- 
batting the errors of many “isms” 
vying for the African mind. Much 
needed presses and an increased staff 
will permit this one-year-old paper 
to reach further into African life for 
the Saviour. 

In the heart of Nigeria the Niger 
Press rolled off ten million pages of 
Gospel literature during the past 
year. The Word of God is circulated 
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in scores of national languages and 
dialects. 

“If the Word of God, in the form of 
Christian literature, could be dis- 
tributed as is the word of Commun- 
ism, we could hardly estimate what 
the Spirit of the living God could 
accomplish with it in Africa!” so 
wrote Mr. G. W. Playfair, General 
Director of the Mission. 

This is the challenge—and looking 
back over sixty years of missionary 
work—we have hardly begun! 

“These things are written that ye 
might know .. .” How often the mem- 
bers of the Sudan Interior Mission 
have praised God for the Mission 
family who have made possible the 
work of the past sixty years! And 
how we ask God for new “family 
members” to pray with us that we 
might together claim even greater 
victories in Christ’s name. 

END 


MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 11) 
trusting in himself. 
Lord may we reach the place of 


blessing . . . now. 
WHAT IS THY NAME? (32:27) 
January 12 


God is not a Shylock demanding a 
pound of flesh, but He must bring us 
to the place where we call things by 
their right names and acknowledge 
what we really are. For too many 
years we live in a world that uses 
language to protect self. We say, “I 
am firm; you are obstinate; he is a 
pig-headed fool.” But God sees the 
actions of “I, you, and he” as exactly 
the same fleshly manifestation. It is 
when we admit what we are before 
God that He is able to change our 
being and give us the new name that 
accompanies it. This is why the Lord 
said through Hosea, “O Israel, return 
unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with 
you words...” (Hos. 14:1, 2). Call 
things by their right names; admit 
that sin is sin. It was when Jacob 
admitted that he was nothing but a 
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supplanter, a swindler, that he was 
overcome and brought to blessing. 
Lord, make us talk straight. 


AND HE SAID, JACOB (32:27) 
January 13 
The authorities give several dif- 
ferent translations for the name 
Jacob: “following after, supplanter, 
contender, heel-catcher, to follow 
with evil intent, deceiver, slanderer,” 
and other shadings of the same ideas. 
The Lord had to make Jacob admit 
what he really was, and the best way 
to do it was to force him to confess 
his name with all its implications. 
When this was made bare before the 
Lord, the way was opened for God to 
deal with him in grace. It must be so 
with ourselves. Perhaps the thing that 
impedes the full flowing of the grace 
of God in a life today is the failure 
to admit that one’s very nature is 
the nature of Adam, with all that 
such a name connotes. If we come to 
the Lord with any thought that there 
can be any good in us which can 
satisfy Him, we shall never have the 
fullness of blessing He is ready to 
give those who turn utterly from self. 
Lord, may we admit our true identity. 


THY NAME SHALL BE CALLED... 
ISRAEL (32:28) January 14 
We believe that it is necessary to 
turn away from most of the com- 
mentators and translators at this 
point. Their consensus is “ruler with 
God,” or “he will rule as God.” But 
it should be noted that all of the forty 
names that are compounded with El 
or Jah have God as the director and 
not the man. Daniel is “God judges;” 
certainly not, “he judges God.” Sam- 
uel is “God heard;” certainly not, 
“she heard God.” So Israel must 
mean “God rules,” or “God com- 
mands,” or “God orders.” It was the 
announcement that God had wrestled 
with Jacob and overcome him. Jacob 
had attempted to rule, command, and 
order throughout all his life. He had 
now been brought to the place where 
he was to be ruled, receive com- 
mands, and obey orders. Henceforth, 
he was to bear the name that marked 
his__ relationship. 
Lord, command, order, and rule us. 


THOU HAST STRIVEN (32:28) 
January 15 
The translation here is most un- 
fortunate. The idea is given that 
Jacob had won the match, while, of 
course, he had lost it. It would be 
better to read: “As a commander you 
have contended with God and with 
men and hath succeeded.” But suc- 
ceeded in what? The word “prince” is 
not in the Hebrew and is omitted in 
the revisions. Jacob had striven with 
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Esau in the womb and won his first 
name, a name of reproach. He had 
contended with Esau and won with 
pottage, with his father and had won 
with lying, with Laban and had won 
with trickery. None of these vic- 
tories brought any satisfaction. The 
victories that are gained over men by 
our own powers never can bring 
satisfaction. They may bring a fat- 
tening of pride, and a will to continue 
in our own way, but there is always 
a leanness in the soul (Psa. 106:15). 

Lord, give us a distaste for 

what we win by ourselves. 


THOU HAST PREVAILED (32:28) 
January 16 
He had contended with men and 
had won by the cleverness of his 
guile and the finesse of his craft. He 
contended with God and won by 
failing. If there is any thought here 
that Jacob won by his force the point 
is lost. Luther put it: “Did we in our 
own strength confide, our striving 
would be losing; Were not the right 
man on our side, the man of God’s 
own choosing.” The days of failure 
through success were now over, and 
the day of success through failure 
had begun. Thus it is that his name 
now becomes Israel, “God com- 
mands,” to remind him henceforth 
that his dependence must be on God 
alone. Oh, that we might learn to 
assess all our doings and see that 
accomplishments which are ours are 
really the barriers to blessing, and 
that when we are brought to the 
place of defeat by God’s contending, 
conquering grace, we are in complete 
triumph forever more. 
Lord, bring us to victory through defeat. 


TELL ME, | PRAY THEE, THY NAME 
(32:29) January 17 
The Wrestler had come upon Jacob 
hours before, and probably Jacob 
had at first thought it was an enemy 
from the camp of Esau. By now, how- 
ever, he is aware that, once more, 
he is seeing the supernatural, and 
that this time the vision takes on a 
physical form to grasp his body with 
the power of God in order to put it 
out of joint, as a symbol of the fact 
that the Spirit must come to dominate 
the flesh. That such an experience 
does not bring perfection is evidenced 
by the fact that Jacob, even though 
he is now named Israel, is either ig- 
norant or curious and in that ig- 
norance or curiosity asks the name 
of his opponent. Let this illustrate to 
us that there will never be an experi- 
ence with God that will make us 
actually perfect while on this earth. 
There will be need of continuing, 
maintaining grace every step of the 

way. 
Lord, be patient with us. 
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WHEREFORE DOST THOU ASK 
AFTER MY NAME? (32:29) 
January 18 
The father of Samson asked this 
same question of the angel who came 
to announce the birth of that child 
who was to become one of the judges 
of Israel. Manoah said, “What is thy 
name, that when thy sayings come to 
pass we may do thee honor?” (Jud. 
13:17). “And the angel of the Lord 
said unto him, Why askest thou thus 
after my name, seeing it is secret?” 
The RSV has correctly changed the 
translation to read, “seeing it is won- 
derful,” for the Hebrew word is the 
same as in the well-known verse, 
“And His name shall be called won- 
derful . . .” (Isa. 9:6). There are 
approximately three hundred and 
ninety different names for our Lord 
to be found in the pages of His Word. 
But we are told that there shall be 
a new name of God that shall be 
ours. Indeed, as the name of the beast 
was branded on his followers (Rev. 
13:16), so the new name of the Lord 
will be written upon us (Rev. 3:12), 
and it is possible that every indi- 
vidual believer shall have a name for 
God that no one else shall know 
(Rev. 2:17). 
Lord, satisfy us with Thyself. 


AND HE BLESSED HIM THERE 
(32:29) January 19 
In the very place where He had 
lamed him God blessed him. That is 
always God’s way. He never touches 
us but that He has in mind some 
blessing for us. For not only is it true 
that “Man’s chief end is to. glorify 
God, and to enjoy Him forever,” but 
it is true that God’s chief end is to 
glorify man and to enjoy him forever. 
When the French sing the hymn 
which we know as “Abide with me,” 
they have a verse which expresses 
the desire to have the hand of the 
Lord with us at all times, whether 
that hand comes to strike us or to 
place a crown upon our brow. This 
must be the attitude of the believer 
who has come to understand the lov- 
ing nature of our Heavenly Father. 
He loves us so! Let us never fail to 
remember that fact. No matter what 
bone may be dislocated He expects 
to bless us there. The valley of weep- 
ing becomes a place of svrings (Psa. 
84:6); the valley of trouble becomes 
a door of hope (Hos. 2:15). 
Lord, put us where Thou canst bless us. 


THE NAME OF THE PLACE PENIEL 
(32:30) January 20 

If we follow the progress of Jacob, 
we will note that he left home and 
went to Bethel, to Mahanaim, and 
finally to Peniel; from the house of 
God, to the host of God, and then to 


‘the face of God. It is thus that the 
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Lord leads all of those whom He is 
bringing to Himself. Here are the 
milestones that mark the path of the 
justified one, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day (Prov. 
4:18). It was at Bethel that Jacob 
learned to know the presence of God, 
and His availability in time of 
trouble. It was at Mahanaim that he 
saw the host of God and came to 
realize the unlimited power which 
was surrounding him, and which 
would assure the accomplishment of 
the divine plans. But now, at Peniel, 
there is much more—there is the 
face of God, and this means more 
than presence and power. 

Lord, show us Thy face. 


i HAVE SEEN GOD FACE TO FACE 
(32:30) January 21 

The face of God, throughout the 
Bible, is used as the symbol of the 
friendship, favor, and fellowship of 
God. With Moses it was the symbol 
of friendship, “And the Lord spake 
unto Moses face to face, as a man 
speaketh unto his friend (Ex. 33:11; 
Deut. 34:10). For all of the Lord’s 
people it is favor, and the divine 
blessing says, “The Lord make his 
face to shine upon thee and be gra- 
cious unto thee; the Lord lift up his 
countenance (same Hebrew word) 
upon thee, and give thee peace” 


(Num. 6:25, 26). When John looked 
upon the Lord he said, “That which 
we have seen and heard we declare 
unto you, that ye also may have fel- 
lowship . . . and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). Every- 
thing that the Lord had done in 
Jacob’s life was in order to bring this 
man to the place where He could 
bless him, reveal Himself to him, and 
then bless him still more. 

Lord, we MUST see Thy face. 


HE PASSED OVER PENUEL (32:31) 
January 22 

The Jabbok now has its new name. 
He had crossed the stream earlier 
when it was Jabbok, but he recrosses 
it as Penuel. The stream was a two- 
way ford with different names for 
the different directions. When he was 
going away from the land which the 
Lord had promised to Abraham, to 
Isaac and to himself, it was Jabbok, 
“pouring out, emptying.” Jacob had 
to be poured out, to be emptied. But 
the process had come to an end, and 
now that he was going toward the 
land which the Lord had given to 
him and to his seed forever, he was 
going in grace and the face of the 
Lord was toward him. So it will be 
with many of the hard places in our 
lives. We may cross a ford in life and 
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call it by the bitter names of disap- 
pointment, but as we walk back with 
the Lord we will discover that His 
face is shining upon us and the place 
has become His appointment. 

Lord, put Thyself in all our place names. 


THE SUN ROSE... AND HE LIMPED 
(32:31) January 23 
Through Hosea God adds the detail 
that Jacob had been crying (Hos. 
12:4), and the Psalmist tells us that 
“Weeping may endure for a_ night, 
but joy cometh in the morning” (Psa. 
30:5). For His anger is but for a 
moment, but His favor is for a life- 
time (idem). It is unfortunate that 
the marks of our stubbornness may 
remain with us, even as Jacob’s 
thigh carried the shrunken sinew. 
We may have to learn to live with 
sear tissue, and happy the man who 
can look upon the scar and be de- 
terred from the folly that would 
bring another wound. To limp in the 
sunlight is sad, but to walk erect in 
self-righteousness is a darkness that 
is more than night. Thank God for 
whatever brings us to recognize His 
mastery even though we walk with 
shrunken sinew to the end of our 
days. It is better to lose one of our 
members than that the whole body 

go to hell (Mt. 5:29, 30). 
Lord, sustain us as we limp. 


THEY EAT NOT UNTO THIS DAY 
(32:32) January 24 

It was almost four hundred years 
later that Moses wrote down the 
story of this night which he knew 
either by tradition from Jacob or by 
direct revelation from God. In either 
case the Holy Spirit’s inspiration kept 





him from error in recording it. The 
verse becomes a sad commentary on 
religious practices, however, for by 
the time Moses wrote this down the 
children of Israel had passed several 
centuries of their history, and they 
were centuries of unbelief. Think of 
abandoning the God of Peniel and 
holding to the tradition of not eating 
a certain portion of an animal! Think 
of forgetting the Wrestler and re- 
membering nothing but the wound! 
Think of worshiping the Devil, as the 
Lord tells us through Ezekiel that 
they did (Ezek. 20:6-9, with Psa. 
96:5, Heb.), and of maintaining a 
superstition that dealt with the reality 
of the God of their fathers! 
Lord, keep us from the 
shadows of reality. 
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that this man who has seen God face 
to face and who has changed the 
name of the brook over which he has 
crossed, does not come back as Israel, 
but as Jacob. From this point of the 
story he is called Jacob forty-five 
times and Israel only twenty-three 
times. With Abraham, Paul, and 
Peter the new names dominate, and 
with the first two of these the old 
name is never used again. What a 
picture, then, of the fleshliness of 
Jacob that he fails to maintain the 
high position of living in the light of 
the face of God. He did not meet 
Esau in the power of God’s strength 
and the wisdom of God’s ways. The 
way of escape is always present 
(1 Cor. 10:13), how sad when it is 
unused. Lord teach us to use what 

Thou hast given us. 


HE DIVIDED THE CHILDREN (33:2) 
January 26 
Oh, Israel, Israel, Why will you 
persist in being Jacob? Did not God 
teach you last night to come to the 
end of yourself? Then will you go 
back to your limping soul as well as 
in your limping body? True, the 
problem of meeting Esau and his four 
hundred men has not been removed 
by the night of wrestling and the 
new sunrise, but the means of meet- 
ing the problem have been provided. 
“It is bad for a man to refuse God 
altogether; it is in some ways in- 
finitely worse for a believer to lose 
position, peace, and power through 
unfaithfulness.” And we should see 
here that it is possible to pass through 
the highest spiritual experiences and 
yet fail to profit by them. And so, 
through all human history God will 
not call Himself the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, but rather the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Lord, give us a horror of 
failing to appropriate. 

HE BOWED HIMSELF TO THE 
GROUND (33:3) January 27 
It had been written before they 
were born that the elder should 
serve the younger, and it should have 
been Esau bowing to the ground, but 
there were lessons yet to be learned. 
Anything that was reached for by 
human power had to be missed, and 
everything that was obtained had to 
come through grace. But it is well to 
notice that there are some right 
things in Jacob’s actions. There was 
place for humiliation and he was in 
it, though probably through fear and 
not through desire to confess himself 
wrong. He had done great evil in the 
past and it was now time to “over- 
come evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). 
God could well have done it in an- 
other way, but since Jacob was taking 
the human path God would bring 
good out of evil and make the wrath 
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of man to praise Him. The kind and 
gentle manners of Jacob were used 
to melt Esau. 

Lord, may we not flinch 
from making things right. 

ESAU EMBRACED HIM (33:4) 
January 28 
The Lord had worked the miracle. 
He did not allow the old wound to 
be reopened. We must also pay close 
attention to the things that are not 
said. It should be carefully noted that 
there is no mention of the past by 
either of the brothers. “The revival 
of things which have been matters in 
dispute, generally revive the feelings 
which the dispute occasioned. And, 
as few are ever found to acknowledge 
the fault or error has been wholly on 
their own side, recriminations will 
arise from accusations, and the breach 
perhaps be made wider than ever. To 
bury matters in oblivion is the readi- 
est way to the maintenance of peace.” 
It is always best to avoid explana- 
tions if they will lead to evil conse- 
quences. It took two to make the 
quarrel and here we find that it took 
one to end it—that is one on whose 
heart the Lord had worked wonders. 
Lord, give us the spirit of forgiveness. 
THY SERVANT (33:5) January 29 
Jacob still fails to take by faith the 
place which God had given him. He 
had arranged his family in a new 
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order so that the best-loved are 
farthest from danger, expecting the 
worst in spite of the interventions of 
God, and has bowed himself to the 
ground seven times, seemingly more 
than any known practice demanded. 
Now, after being embraced and ac- 
cepted he still calls himself the ser- 
vant of the one whom God had given 
him to rule. The mother had evidently 
been right in her appraisal of her 
sons. She knew that Esau was im- 
pulsive and impetuous, but she knew 
that his was not an anger that would 
become evil with festering. Now, in 
the emotion of seeing his brother who 
had been gone for so many years, all 
the rancor is swept aside and Jacob’s 
fears are proven groundless. 

Lord, heal all our quarrels. 


GRACE IN THE SIGHT OF MY LORD 
(33:8) January 30 

There seems to be every evidence 
that Jacob was still afraid and that 
he was seeking to buy the good will 
of his brother with these gifts. His 
cringing obsequiousness is not pleas- 
ant to look upon. A Christian should 
never take a place of inferiority be- 
fore an unsaved man. The dignity of 
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our high position in Christ should 
ever hold us to the dignity of our 
surrendered personality in order that 
the Lord might be honored. It is a 
bad witness before the world if we 
fail to respect ourselves. This was the 
fruit of sin, but since God had dealt 
with it, it should have been forgotten, 
and Jacob should have stood with 
firmness and assurance. When un- 
saved men are able to see the Lord in 
us they will know at once that we 
possess something they do not have 
and will honor it and Him. But when 
we let them see nothing but ourselves 
they will know at once we are of the 
same stuff as themselves and will 
recognize no miracle in us. 

Lord, may we manifest Christ. 


THE CHILDREN ARE TENDER (33:13) 
January 31 
When a believer is out of the will 
of God he will stoop to any subter- 
fuge. Jacob had shown by putting 
his children out as buffers before the 
fear of his brother that he was will- 
ing to sacrifice them if necessary to 
save his own skin. Now he uses them 
as an excuse to get this interview 
over and to get away as fast as pos- 
sible. He did not care about the 
children; there was one burning 
thought in his mind—how can I get 
away from this brother from whose 
ghost I have been running for years. 
He was reverting to his old ways by 
the minute, as though the passing of 
the first fears restored self-courage to 
him and made him feel that he could 
get along all right, and that God was 
not so necessary after all. We can see 
his mind turning over in high gear 
thinking up schemes, and in the next 
verses he will plan a complete lie and 
begin to develop it. 
Lord, keep us from the folly of self-trust. 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 9) 


Of the first, Romans and Galatians 
are the record, of the second, the 
Corinthian epistles, and those of 
Peter, Jude, and John. When John 
wrote his first letter from Ephesus, 
Jerusalem had fallen, and the pride 
of Judaism lay broken. The old 
struggle to debase the Christian faith, 
and transform it into a sect of Juda- 
ism, had failed. But the attempt to 
work out a compromise with pagan- 
ism, and to interpret the new faith 
as a liberal philosophy was at its 
height. That is why John’s letters are 
so vitally interesting today. They are 
the first answer of the true tradition 
to modernism. 

Irenaeus remarked of the Fourth 
Gospel that “John, the disciple of the 
Lord, desired by the declaration of 
his Gospel to remove the error which 
had been sown among men by Cerin- 
thus, and much earlier by ‘those who 
are called Nicolaitans.” The same 
purpose applies to the epistle. 

Who were these sectaries? Cerin- 
thus appears to have been a fore- 
runner of those who, in the second 
century, were called Gnostics. Their 
doctrine was a species of theosophy. 
The “deep things” of the Gospel were 
for the enlightened few, for “those 
who knew,” for that is what the word 
Gnostic means. They were a sort of 
self-constituted spiritual elite, ex- 
empt from the rules of holy conduct 
which were observed by the simple 
souls who took the Gospel literally. 
Cerinthus, clearly of their ancestry, 
had some special notions about the 
nature of Christ. He distinguished, 
in fact, Christ from Jesus. Jesus was 
the human son of Joseph and Mary 
into whom the Son came at the bap- 
tism, only to withdraw before the 
crucifixion. It was Jesus who died, 





Give Thanks 


... by giving new life and hope 
to the world’s most hopeless 
outcasts—the leprosy stricken 
and their children. 

Your gift this Thanksgiving 
season will help your mission- 
aries provide medicines, food, 
warm clothing and the comfort 
of Christ’s enduring love to 
leprosy victims in all parts of 
the world. 


Send your contribution to 


AMERICAN LEPROSY 
MISSIONS, INC. 
156 Fifth Ave., 48N, New York 10, N. Y. 











HERE are many lonely children in 
Korea — and many lonely men and 
women. Since the war began, 10 million 
Koreans have lost their homes. 344 mil- 
lion have lost all their possessions. Thou- 
sands have lost all of their loved ones. 
The stricken people of Korea need the 
comfort and hope that only the Gospel 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 








can give. They 
need to know of a 

a Saviour who loves them. 

Your prayerful support of the Pocket 
Testament League Korean Campaign 
will take the Gospel to them in 
printed and spoken word. We need 
your help. 


Alfred A. Kunz, Executive Director 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 








1853-A Century of Christian Service’-1953 


WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Chester Avenue and 58th Street, Phila. 43, Pa. 
Rev. H. Georce Vorsnem, Jr., Th. M., F.R.G.S. 

You are invited to the 
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
JANUARY 18 to 25, 1953 
Sunday —8:00 p.m. Dr. T. Roland Philips, Balto. 
Tuesday —Presbytery and Community Night; 
Dr. Edwin H. Rian, Beaver College 
Wednesday —Dr. Archibald Campbell, Korea 


Thursday |—Bible School Night 
Friday —Old-Timers Dinner, 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday —11:00 a.m. Communion; 


8:00 p.m. Missionary Night, 
Rev. Chester G. Ranck, Kentucky 








“Objectalks” 20 bright Bible talks 
to boys and girls 


illustrated by familiar objects. 

“Talks on Texts” 2° children's 
sermons. II lus- 

trated by fascinating illustrations. 


7) . 
Paper Tearing Talks”— 

15 gospel talks. Paper is folded then torn 

and the object is unfolded. Interesting to 

old and young. Full directions. 

One Pastor writes “Your talks are the 

best I have ever used or have been able 

to find.” Eachset $1.00. All Three $2.00. 
55 talks—a whole year with the 
Children. Over 100,000 in use. 
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THEY DIE BECAUSE OF 
UNDERNOURISHMENT 


A missionary from Germany writes: “‘Conditions in Berlin are daily 
becoming worse, and we do not know how long we shall be able to 
reach our people in the East with help. In the West we fight against 
increasing unemployment which makes even the young people so dis- 
couraged and desperate. There are many refugees and old people who 
no longer possess the power of resistance, and die before our eyes, due 
to undernourishment.” 
From the Holy Land, where the infant State of Israel is bravely 
struggling for survival, we receive many pitiful appeals for help. 
One Hebrew Christian mother wrote: “Conditions are simply ap- 
palling. There is so little food. My people perished in the Concentra- 
tion Camps of Europe. I fled with my husband to Israel, but we are 
suffering terrible hunger. We pray daily, hourly, that our dear Lord 





may send us help!” 


REV. JACOB PELTZ We have been shipping food and other forms of relief to areas in 
Europe and Palestine, where there is so much hunger and distress. We must continue to 
encourage and support the Hebrew Christians in their courageous witness for our Lord Jesus 
Christ in Europe and the Holy Land. Please send your gift to help us alleviate the hunger 
and distress of our Lord’s brethren. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). 


$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy 
family in Europe or in Israel. 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 


An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be sent gladly 
on request. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. N 


U.S. A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Ill. 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Teronto, Ontario 
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not Christ. John clearly has this 
pernicious error in mind in the first 
chapters of the letter. 

And the Nicolaitans? It is quite 
clear to any careful reader of the 
New Testament that there was a 
group in the early church whose 
muddy trail begins in the First 
Epistle to Corinth and runs through 
Jude, Peter, and John to the Apoca- 
lypse. They are called variously the 
followers of Balaam and Cain, and 
both terms are illuminating. It will 
be readily seen, if the Old Testament 
originals are remembered, that we 
have in the Nicolaitans those who 
saw little ethical compulsion in the 
faith of Christ. In Corinth they fre- 
quented the temple of Aphrodite, 
everywhere they attended the guild 
feasts, conformed, no doubt, to the 
state Caesar cult, and sought to keep 
a compromising foot in both worlds. 
Clement calls them “dissolute he- 
goats,” and no lower term can be 
found in the vocabulary of ancient 
abuse. All this is suggested by the 
reference to Balaam. And Cain sug- 
gests the bloodless altar, flower- 
decked, the mark and emblem of a 
religion void of moral sternness. 
Jude and Second Peter should be 
read by those who seek to under- 
stand the danger which lay in this 
vicious movement. Writing to Thya- 


tira, John calls one of their leaders 
Jezebel, and that name is redolent 
of a ruinous alliance between Israel 
and Tyre, a mingling of light and 
darkness, of God and Belial. Such 
were the forms of the pagan attack 
on Christianity—an _ intellectualism 
which emptied the Gospel of its con- 
tent, and a libertinism which soiled 
its testimony. 

The letter, of course, is something 
more than an indictment of two forms 
of heresy. Love is its consistent theme 
and deep pre-occupation, and therein 
lies its challenge and its purpose. 
Love had not always been the burden 
of John’s message. The writer of the 
letter we are to study had been self- 
seeking (Mt. 20: 20-28; Mk. 10:35-45), 
fiery and passionate (Lk. 9:51-56), 
and had earned a name which con- 
tained no gentleness (Mk. 3:17). 
Whence this change? We shall discuss 
the question when we come to Chap- 
ter Two. Meanwhile let us approach 
the text with three purposes in mind. 

First let us look at what John 
wrote with the thought that he, like 
us, had error to contend with, wolves 
in sheep’s clothing to watch and to 
frustrate, and a battle with “false 
prophets” which is as old as the 
Church of God. Secondly, let us 
watch for the author. A writer lives 
in his work, and the man who rested 


on Jesus’ bosom is worth knowing. 
There is a light about the head of 
those who walked with the Lord like 
that which made the face of the old 
lawgiver shine and dazzled Israel. 
John has much to tell us of the grace 
of God in the human heart. And 
thirdly let us never lose sight of our- 
selves. This is the letter of John, but 
it is also the Word of God, quick, 
and powerful. It has its own message 
for each of us. I write these words 
on a sunny winter’s afternoon at the 
other end of the Pacific. They will 
cross sea and land to be read by 
many I met during a brief and happy 
ministry in the United States when 
last year’s leaves were golden. I was 
on my way home, and the roads of 
the world lay behind me. Over the 
months of a crowded year I had met 
the people of four continents, en- 
joyed the fellowship of those among 
them who knew Christ, and known 
their needs, their problems, their 
hopes and fears. There is no differ- 
ence. Like the negro in the song we 
stand all “in the need of prayer.” 
Here in New Zealand, yonder in 
America, John of Ephesus has some- 
thing to say. It is something which, 
if the world would but hear, would 
solve all difficulties, all perplexities. 
Meanwhile, let us be sure that it 
touches us. 
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Leon Sullivan and R. G. LeTorneau tell Conference 

President Ira Lee Eshleman, that the Boca Raton 

Bible Conference may soon become the Winona Lake 
of the Southland. 


Billy Graham Says: 


“Certainly God has given to this Boca Raton 
Bible Conference the loveliest buildings and grounds 
and surroundings that I have seen anywhere, and 
you can rest assured that I am going to be backing 
it in my prayers, and will advertise it, and next 
winter I am going to do my best to get all the people 
I can to this place.” 

Thousands of God’s people come to Florida each 
winter for rest and relaxation, but this is the 
time that facilities have been made available for 
Christians of moderate means to find complete free- 
dom from routine and cold weather in a Christian 
environment. The picturesque ocean beach at Boca 
Raton is unexcelled for beauty, sanity and safety, 
and the Gulf Stream that flows. nearest the shore at 
Boca Raton assures the winter bather an average 
Dr. Franklin Logsten, Dr. V. R. Edmon, Dr. M. R. water temperature of 72 degrees. This provides an 
Smith together with the very best in musical talent. ideal spot for a “memory book vacation.” 


Located in the Heart of Florida’s Gold Coast Between Miami and Palm Beach 





Some of the speakers featured on our coming winter program are 
Lawrence T. Chambers, Dr. William Culbertson, Dr. E. Schuyler 


Dr. Oswald 
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TOMORROW 


In other parts of Africa, however, 
the intransigent attitude of the whites 
has stirred up disorders which are of 
great portent. For several years I 
have written this annual survey ar- 
ticle during the last half of Novem- 
ber, and, during the earlier part of 
the year, keep a weather eye open 
for the event which might be termed 
the most significant and important 
of the year. Until the very middle of 
November nothing had happened 
which I had deemed of greater im- 
portance than the uprisings in South 
and East Africa. The event which 
reduced them from undisputed first 
place to a tie for first occurred sud- 
denly at the middle of November, 
and will be treated in due course, 
but, beyond question the uprisings 
in South and East Africa must be 
considered as the political and eco- 
nomic event of the year. 

In South Africa, Malan, a rene- 
gade Protestant minister who has 
obtained control of the government 
of the commonwealth, has constructed 
such a segregated civilization that 
the Africans, in their own continent, 
are in a most deplorable state. 
Apartheid is the terrible word in 
Africa, which is comprehensible in 
a small way, in terms of American 
white supremacy and segregation. 
But the situation in Africa is much 
worse than that of the Negroes in 
America. 

A correspondent in the B.B.C. 
magazine, The Listener, recently 
wrote a letter which described con- 
ditions in Africa by turning the tables 
and describing what life would be 
like for white people in Britain if 
the Africans ran the home islands as 
the white people are trying to run 
Africa. The letter gives such a pic- 
ture of the life of a black man in 
South and East Africa that I print 
it almost in full. 

“Sir: Iam an urban native English- 
man leading a normal sort of life; 
to wit, a schoolmaster, living in one 
urban area and teaching in another. 
Since the government of these islands 
was taken over by the Africans, dif- 
ferences in our ways of living have 
necessitated a system of passes. Of 
these I normally require the follow- 
ing: 

“1. A registration certificate (the 

old identity card abolished by 
Mr. Churchill but revived by 
the blacks). 

“2. A working pass to enable me 
to visit the school in which I 
teach. 

“3. A permit to travel to and from 
school by public transport. 

“4. A permit to visit the district 
where my parents reside. 


(Continued from page 8) 
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“5. A permit to enter the West End 
for my occasional visit to the- 
atre or ballet. 

“6. A permit to authorize my being 
‘out of my quarters’ on such 
occasions after 9 p.m. 

“7, A permit to travel by rail for 
the purposes mentioned in 4, 
5, and 6. 

“In addition, my headmaster (who 
is a black man) regularly supplies me 
with passes to enter the local swim- 
ming baths, the public library, and 
the British Museum, where those of 
my color engaged in bona fide re- 
search have a section set apart for 
their use. 

“. . . In justice to critics I ought 
to point out that the African High 
Commissioner for Great Britain is 
doing much to lighten the load by 
means of measures excluding me 
from all theatres, restaurants, and 
concert halls favored by the black 
settlers, as well as by countenancing 
the economic custom which limits my 
salary to a level which places such 








Robert R. Fritsch 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


@ January 4-9—Audubon, N. J. (meet- 
ing alternately in the Lutheran, Presby- 
terian and Methodist churches); January 
19-25—Broad Street Park Methodist 
Church, Trenton, N. J. 





resorts out of my reach. Unhappily, 
these restrictions, which protect me 
from molestation and _ exploitation 
alike, are misunderstood and abused ' 
by most of my unsubmissive col- 
leagues and acquaintances, a number 
of whom have repeatedly urged me 
to join the (illegal) Communist 
Party.” 

The sarcasm of this reversed de- 
scription reveals the true lot of the 
black man in his own home. In the 
nineteenth century the white men 
spread across the United States and 
were able to put the red men in 
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your investment. 
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You can receive per- 
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knowing your invest- 
ment will be used 100% in the 
training of young men and women 
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A MOST WONDERFUL THING HAS 


GOD HAS SPOKEN 


Do you know what He has said? 


You can know it! Our excellent Bible Study Leaflets will open His Word to you. They cover 
important subjects of Scripture—just what you need for your Bible Study Group. Let us 
send you our descriptive folder by mail without obligation. 


MISSIONARIES can now get these wonderful lessons, 
and post paid, in FRENCH, SPANISH and JAPANESE. 
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reservations; but this is the twentieth 
century, and the black men have 
educated leaders who have been to 
college, who have been abroad, who 
have radios, and who know what the 
rest of the world is thinking and 
doing. The blacks are never going to 
submit to segregation on reservations. 
In Kenya Colony, as the year ended, 
the British were forced to fly in re- 
serve battalions of soldiers to protect 
the whites and a British cruiser is 
anchored in Kenya’s port of Mom- 


Kenya had approximately two mil- 
lion natives thirty or forty years ago 
when the white men came in with 
roads and railroads. These black men 
were largely nomads who pastured 
their cattle on the rich uplands. The 
white people took these lands and 
began to exploit them as great plan- 
tations. Today there are 29,000 whites, 
but the black population has in- 
creased to five millions. A native se- 
cret society has been formed, the Mau 
Mau (rhymes with bow wow). This 
means, roughly, “fear fear.” The so- 
ciety is said to have 200,000 members, 
and they are adopting terrorism in 
order to drive the whites from the 
colony. Twenty-three white people 
were assassinated in the autumn 
months and a chieftain who opposed 
the Mau Mau was also killed. The 
white settlers must now go armed 
day and night. 

To me, the situation in Africa is 
the most important event in world 
history for the year 1952 unless the 
great rumor be true, and of this I will 
speak shortly. 

In the Americas the pattern of life 
was not much different from that in 
the years which immediately pre- 
ceded this. Evita Peron died in the 
Argentine, and a vast orgy of mourn- 
ing was heralded. It was announced 
that a gigantic statue of this woman 
would be raised in Buenos Aires, and 
great numbers of people clamored for 
the Pope to canonize this former mis- 
tress of several men as Saint Eva, 
patron of the Argentine. But within 
two months the idea of the statue had 
been reduced to a small monument 
in the suburbs, the sums of money 
given for the monument were being 
spent on charity, the talk of saint- 
hood was gone, and her name was no 
longer to be found on any page of 
any newspaper. There was no further 
mention of her in public. Her name 
was being removed from buildings 
and street signs. The episode was 
over. It was rumored that Peron had 
a new mistress. 

Religious persecution continued in 
Colombia. That which had begun as 
persecution of the Protestants spread 
more widely, for bigotry and intoler- 
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ance carry seeds of worse woes. The 
leading liberal newspapers were sus- 
pended, the outstanding editor of the 
country was assassinated, and the 
strangle-hold of the Jesuit-dominated 
dictatorship was tightened. 

In North America, Canada took the 
place of great prosperity. The Cana- 
dian dollar began to buy goods in 
border cities in the United States, 
and its value jumped to a dollar and 
five cents in our money. The great 
boom of the northwest was in full 
stride and expansion seemed to have 
no limits. 

In the United States the election 
was the principal event of the year. 
Eisenhower’s success was hailed as a 
redeclaration of independence, and a 
Beacon Street residence in Boston 
carried a home-made sign the morn- 
ing after the election, THANK Gob. 
Anything would have been an im- 
provement over Mr. Truman, but 
Eisenhower and the men: he was 
bringing into government with him 
seemed the best trained and the most 
honorable group that had appeared 
in American politics in almost a cen- 
tury and a half. The nation could 
indeed thank God. 

In Europe, the Iron Curtain di- 
vided the east from the west. There 
was little news from the Russian side, 
except that the trickle of refugees 
continued and all reports were of 
tyranny and deprivation and of great 
military advance. In western Europe 
there was the slow strengthening of 
the economy in all countries except 
Britain. France and Germany were 
feeling strong enough to talk back to 
the United States on how NATO 
money should be spent. In Italy some 
oil had been discovered in the north, 
and vast amounts of methane gas, 
existing under exceptionally high 
pressure, have been discovered. An 
ever-expanding network of pipelines 
has spread over northern Italy. One 
third of the nation’s industrial fuel 
needs are being met by this discovery 
and the figure can be moved up to 
fifty per cent. The number of Com- 
munist voters in both France and 
Italy decreased sharply in the local 
elections. 

Britain was in a very bad way. The 
cotton mills of Lancashire had lost 
their Indian trade to mills in India 
and Pakistan. The coal mines had 
lost their Italian trade to the methane 
gas industry. Radio programs and 
magazine articles carried many items 
such as the following: “Sheep’s head 
does not sound or look attractive, but 
it is delicious if properly prepared. 
Sheep’s heads can be bought for one 
shilling or under. They need quite 
two hours’ gentle cooking . . . Pig’s 
trotters cooked, slashed and grilled, 
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are good. Tripe need not be an ac- 
quired taste if you cook it in either 
of the following ways . . . ‘Poor Man’s 
Goose’ is half a sheep’s liver, some 
bacon, powdered sage or chopped 
marjoram, and boiled onion . . . Have 
you ever tried a rabbit casserole with 


OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. Y. 








3 or 4 rashers of bacon, some small 
sausages, and stock . . .? Veal or 
sheep’s kidneys, sliced and browned 
quickly, then seasoned with pepper 
and salt, are a good filling for 
savoury pancakes.” Elizabeth had as- 
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cended the truncated throne. 


And finally, the one great event WASHINGTON, D. C. 





that came in surreptiously at the 
middle of November, laid claim to be 
the event of the year. It was an event 
that did not belong to any nation but 
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The first hydrogen bomb was ex- 
ploded in Eniwetok. The story had 
not been confirmed as we go to press, 
but there can be no doubt about it. 
An eye-witness account from one of 
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A Missionary in Japan writes: 
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“But whose hath this world’s good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of Ged in him?*’ 


I John 3:17 
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If you have been blessed by the Lord, 
give. 

Checks and gifts may be sent to 


EVANGELICAL AID phiccetonic 2, Po. 


(RECEIPTS, VALID FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES, WILL BE SENT TO EACH DONOR) 
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stock . . . all inquiries answered 
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BEGINS ITS 22ND YEAR 
OF CONSTANT MISSIONARY 
BROADCASTING OF THE GOSPEL 


TO MILLIONS AROUND THE WORLD 


@ For a FREE BOOK on Latin America 
write Box 390, Flushing 52, N. Y. 





ment was published in a Los Angeles 
paper, and another in a Cleveland 
paper. A newspaperman approached 
the Chairman of the House Commit- 
tee on Atomic Projects and asked him 
to comment on the explosion. His 
unguarded answer was, “Oh, have 
they announced it?” He then pro- 
ceeded to talk about it. 

The familiar mushroom cloud was 
not present. Instead there was an 
orange ball which at first appeared 
dimly through heavy dark glasses, 
and then so bright that the observer 
was no longer conscious that he was 
wearing heavy black glasses. A ring 
of cloud vapor appeared in a great 
circle around the orange ball. Time 
estimates indicated that its diameter 
was almost thirty-six miles. The 
bomb had been exploded on an island, 
half a mile across and some twenty 
feet above the surface of the sur- 
rounding lagoon. THE ISLAND 
DISAPPEARED. 

When the atom bomb was discov- 
ered many authorities discussed the 
time-lag for Russia, and looked upon 
1952 and 1953 as the crucial years in 
which we might be attacked. The 
possibility of the H-bomb has been 
a God-given deterrent which has held 
the Soviet from any such attack. But 
the time-lag on the H-bomb would 
probably not be so long. Time was 
running out fast on this poor old 
world. 

Editorial comment in the New York 
Times is more important than an item 
on the news page. The Times said 
editorially: 

“It is also worth noting that the size 
of a fission bomb is limited by what 
is known as the ‘critical mass’ of the 
plutonium it contains, a mass which 
is probably of the order of twenty- 
five pounds. The mass is ‘critical’ be- 
cause it explodes spontaneously when 
it is accumulated. Hence the pluton- 
ium in a bomb must be divided into 
portions each less than the critical 
mass. The portions are shot together 
in the fission bomb. No critical mass 
restrains the designer of a hydrogen 
bomb. The bomb can be of any size, 
which makes it all the more terrify- 
ing. 

“The United Nations did its best to 
arrive.at an international agreement 
for the control of fissionable materials 
and of facilities for the production of 
fission bombs. Perhaps proposals that 
Soviet Russia would not accept in 
their entirety still hold good; for 
fissionable material is required in 
triggering a fusion or hydrogen bomb. 
Nevertheless the question arises 
whether or not the hydrogen bomb, 
when achieved, should be the subject 
of separate consideration. No physi- 
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cist doubts that, if a hydrogen bomb 
can be developed here, Soviet Russia 
will eventually develop a hydrogen 
bomb of her own. Thus we come face 
to face with a situation in which a 
world war might literally wipe civi- 
lization from the face of the globe. 

“Whether this terrible possibility 
will persuade the dictators in Moscow 
to change their attitude of stubborn 
resistance to the only practicable 
method of controlling the atomic 
weapon no one can know. If the 
hydrogen bomb is in existence, or 
when it is in existence, such control 
would have to include not only 
uranium, and thorium and other 
fissile materials, but also lithium, 
which is needed for the production 
of tritium for the hydrogen bomb. An 
international body to exercise such 
control would be something new in 
human history. It would have to have 
powers approaching those of a world 
government. Representing many na- 
tions, it would have to have the con- 
fidence of all nations. It could not 
exist and function in an atmosphere 
of cold war and in the face of a 
threat of hot war. 

“We move toward the supreme 
crisis of our generation and perhaps 
of all the generations of man. Whether 
the hydrogen bomb is soon available 
for military purposes or whether it 
is not, we can now be fairly sure that 
such a bomb is practicable. We can 
also be fairly sure that if such a de- 
structive force as this is let loose the 
consequences will be fearful beyond 
all possibility to imagine them. In the 
face of such a deadly peril it is in- 
credible that any nation or group of 
men should reject any possible pre- 
ventive. Of what value is the eco- 
nomic gospel of Marx or, if one 
prefers, the revived imperialism of 
the new Russian czars, if it is to exist 
on a ravaged and smoking earth? 

“Man used to wonder why the stars 
shine. Now he knows. He even knows 
how to create a little ephemeral star 
on earth. But he does not yet know 
whether this star is to light the doom 
of all his culture, all his hopes and 
all his civilization.” 

The Bible has not left us in ig- 
norance. We know that it is the doom 
that is to be lighted but with the 
darkest hour comes the Morning Star 
(Rev. 22:16), and after that the Sun 
of Righteousness shall rise with heal- 
ing in His wings (Mal. 4:3). 

If the event of the year was the 
H-bomb or the African explosion, 
who was the man of the year? Time 
certainly seems to have erred in giv- 
ing Mossadegh the title for 1951. In 
retrospect he seems very small. We 
still will settle for our composite 
scientist. 
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INVEST IN RURAL AMERICA 


“Approximately 30,000 small Protestant churches in the 
United States are without pastors. Many thousand more 
small rural communities have been without a Gospel 
church service of any description for as long as 25 years.” 


What Portable Church Services are doing 


Since our first Services were issued in January, 1952, we have 
reached 16 different States from Maine to Florida and across the 
country to California. Many have written of the blessing which 
the Services have been to them. 


A Missionary in Idaho writes: 


“Many of these communities do not have resident 
preachers; some do not even have public buildings 
for Services. The rugged topography prohibits good 
radio reception . . . Portable Church Services is a 
boost to our ministry.” 


A Church Member in Colorado wrote to us: 


“Our little church has been without a pastor since 
1941. Our membership has fallen during this time, 
but we do have a fair church building. We are quite 
pleased with the Portable Church Services.” 


An Investment Opportunity 


Some Rural Missionaries need these Services but cannot afford 
them. We believe that herein lies a real investment opportunity 
in the spiritual life of America. 


“I think the Services are grand. I know places that 
would be happy for them and I would be glad to 
have oversight of the work. When I mentioned the 
cost, which I know is nominal, they wondered if the 
offerings would be sufficient. Often I go to these 
places and preach but receive very little. Other 
places, nothing. Often we find it necessary to swing 
over the flour barrel, so to speak, and sing the 
doxology. If that were not the case, I would strain 
things a little further and take the responsibility 
myself.” An Arkansas Missionary. 


A gift for the Portable Church Services Gift Fund keeps on giving. It is used 
to provide Services in a needy area. When that area becomes self- 
supporting, the original gift is paid back and used to begin Services in 
other areas. These contributi are deductible for income tax purposes. 





if you care to share in this opportunity, please write us. Your gifts will be 
invested and used to the glory of God. 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


Donatp Grey Barnuouse, Director Ratpu L. Keirer, Recording Editor 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

















Within the covers of 
the Bible, Christian 
education has a_ book, 
and the only book, 
which is adaptable to 


every stage of intellec- 


For man of the year in 1952 there 
are few individual contenders. Some 
will say that it was Eisenhower, but 
if we recall the psychology of the 
nation on the day before the election, 
and the colossal doubt that hovered 
over both parties, we can easily see 
that it was not a man that swept the 
nation, but the nation that swept-in 
a man. There is no individual man 
who can be man of 1952. All of them 
come short, far short of the stature. 
Again it must be a composite figure. 


Should it be a black man or a white 
man? If it is a white man, it must be 
the composite scientist again, wear- 
ing black glasses, and as you look at 
him you will see an orange ball of 
fire reflected in each lens. If it is a 
black man, it will be the composite 
figure of all the down-trodden little 
men of the world. He will be the thin 
coolie of China, whose ribs can be 
counted at a distance of twenty paces. 
He will be the soft peasant of India, 
by coming out from under the land- 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein owners. He will be the Bantu, the 
Kikuku, and the other men of Africa, 
Headmaster, Stony Brook School dropping the diamonds he has dug 
from Kimberly, the gold he has mined 
in Jo-Berg, the copper which has 
come out of the Congo, and the tea 
and coffee from the equatorial high 
lands beneath Kilimanjaro. He is 
dropping his burden. He is standing 
up. If his eye is not on a Bible, it may 
be on that club that lies on the 
ground. The time is short 
The believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ would be stunned to wonder- 
ing silence if he did not have in his 
ears the voice of his Lord, saying, 
“Ye shall hear of wars and rumors 
of wars; see that ye be not troubled” 
(Mt. 24:6). He would look out over 
the dark continents and be dismayed 
if he did not hear, “Nation shall rise 
against nation . . . all these are the 
beginning of sorrows (Mt. 24:7, 8). 
But the believer who listens to his 
Lord also sees Him smile as He con- 
tinues to tell us, to go and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. He reminds 
us that His last words on this earth 
before ascending into Heaven, were 
these: “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Spirit is come upon you; 
and ye shall be witnesses unto Me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
And above all the believer remem- 
bers the words of the angels, spoken 
so soon after this last great mission- 
ary command: “Why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus . . . 
shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:11). “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Rev. 22:20). Enp 


tual and = spiritual 
growth. The Bible prop- 


erly taught is indis- 





pensable to the Christian 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
IN A 
DEMOCRACY 


School. 


So writes Stony Brook’s 
headmaster in the signifi- 
cant, new book. 








Stony Brook for nearly thirty years has exemplified 
this principle of Christian education. Founded in 1927, 
it has year after year drawn boys from all 
a over the world preparing them for college and 


careers of Christian service. 





New Boys accepted in January. For cata- 


logue and information address: 


Stony Brook School 


FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D., Headmaster, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
Please mention ETERNITY 
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CHURCH BULLETINS 

Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Board. 
Dignified, effective, and economical. 
Over 7,000 IN USE, increase attend- 
ance, interest and collections. Write 
today for Illus. Catalog SI, H. F. 
Winters Specialty Company, Daven- 
port, lowa. 
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Tabernacle 


MAZING SLIDES AND FILMSTRIPS in full color. icture- 
series is the product of prayer, and a SOUL WINNER See Send Today 
for Illustrated List of true Gos 


FRE) Price Stories 
Young People and Adults. Also Bible Stor is ae 
We Love To Sing” illustrated in color. i —-=e Stories. 
These entertaini ictures are unique 
2 pt Y- investionse. Price list sent air mail, Write Today! 


GOSPEL SLIDE AND FILM SERVICE, Dept. EM—P. 0. Box 1143, Tacoma 1, Washington 
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FIT FOR THE MASTER'S USE 

(Continued from page 6) 
of strain. Archbishop Trench, in his 
Synonyms of the New Testament, 
explains it as the relaxing or letting- 
down of cords or strings which were 
before drawn tight, the relaxation of 
tension; an illustration is the piece of 
elastic which is allowed to regain its 
normal length. Oh, the overwrought 
minds! Shall we not let God direct 
us into “rest” when the burden 
presses? 

In the Holiest of All the Shekinah 
glory needed no human attention, but 
in the Holy Place the lampstand 
needed constant care, as also the 
Shewbread and the incense. In the 
holy place of our minds there is need 
that we should mend our nets, that 
our presentation of the Gospel lose 
none of its charm and power. 

One kind of food alone is as un- 
healthy for the mind as for the body. 
God is surely glorified in a healthy 
mind. Some _ sicknesses doubtless 
glorify God, and the fragrance of 
Christ has ascended from numberless 
sickbeds. But a diseased, broken- 
down mind brings only dishonor to 
the Name that is worthy; and many 
Christian men and women are in- 
capacitated and helpless because of 
the neglect of the simplest rules of 
mental health. 

In these days, when the laborers 
are so few and the harvest so great, 
there is as much danger of hiding 
the light under a bushel (activity) as 
under a bed (idleness). Nowhere in 
Scripture have we any promise that 
God will exempt His servants from 
the penalties of His broken natural 
laws. They are for our good always, 
and God does not need our hurry. 


IV. The Needs of the Body 

“The BODY is for the Lord.” 
“Know ye not that your BODIES are 
the members of Christ?” “Know ye 
not that your BODY is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? for ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your 
BODY, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s” (1 Cor. 6:13, 15, 19, 20). 

The New Testament teems with 
teaching about the sanctity of the 
believer’s body. God demands in 
strongly authoritative language that 
it be kept an undefiled temple for 
His habitation and glory. If the gates 
of Mansoul need to be guarded, how 
needful also that the wall itself be 
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kept in repair! Should the wall be 
broken down, the streets, which were 
destined to be the avenues of our 
Sovereign’s grace, become the very 
lines of the enemy’s attack upon the 
citadel itself. It is significant that in 
the seeking or admission of spirit- 
possession in almost all cults, the 
body is first weakened by a prolonged 
fast or some similar exercise. That 
your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved entire or intact, is the 
apostle’s prayer. 

See the Master’s concern for His 
loved disciples in the days of His 
flesh. “Come ye yourselves apart into 
a desert place, and rest a while; for 
there were many coming and going, 
and they had no leisure so much as 
to eat” (Mk. 6:3). In this one verse 
the Saviour shows for all time His 
real interest in the disciples: 

Holiday—“Come apart” 


Quiet —“into a desert place” 
Rest —“and rest a while” 
Leisure—“for they had no leisure” 
Food —not so much as to eat.” 


Do you think that He is less mind- 
ful of you? He is “the same yesterday 
and today, and forever,” and the busy 
bustle of modern life has but in- 
creased our need of learning from the 
Master the dimensions of the outer 
court of our life in the world. 











William A. Mierop 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 
Speaking Engagements 

@ Janvary 4—Ocean City Baptist 
Church, Ocean City, N. J.; January 11— 
Cedar Park Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, Penna.; January 17, 18—Pales- 
tine Bible Protestant Church, Scullville, 
Penna.; January 24—Youth for Christ, 
Port Norris, N. J.; January 26 through 
31—First Baptist Church, South Amboy, 
N. J. 











_young life 


The unique Christian magazine 
for Teenagers... talks their language 
... packs a punch for vital Christianity. 

Send a gift subscription to a 
teenage friend... have it in your 


$1.50 a year 
YOUNG LIFE 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
Star Ranch, Colorado Springs, Colorado 


home . . . monthly. 





printed page. 


THIRTY-SIX YEARS BRINGING CHRIST TO 
THE NATIONS THROUGH THE PRINTED PAGE 
| have now completed thirty-six years of labors in a serious attempt 
to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to the whole world, through the 


If you wish to know more about my work, or examine samples of my 
Bible literature, kindly write for the folder “After Thirty-six Years”, or 
send $1.00 for an assorted package. 


DR. J. E. McKEE, Alpine, N. Y. 
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EMINENTLY qualified, Dr. Walvoord was intimately asso- 
ciated with Dr. Chafer in the teaching and administration 
of Dallas Seminary for 16 years. In the words of J. F. 
Strombeck, Chairman of the Board, “this assures a contin 
uation of the oustanding fundamental and dispensational 
position of the Seminary and the policies of Dr. Chafer.” 


Fora free catalog and other literature John F. Walvoord, A.M., Th.D., President 
concerning Dallas Seminary write to Professor of Systematic Theology, Acting 
Editor, Bibliotheca Sacra 


3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4,Tex. Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D.,Litt.D.,Th.D., Founder 


DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


--- and another buildeth thereupon.”’ 


DALLAS Seminary announces with thanksgiving the elec- q 
tion of Dr. John F. Walvoord as President and Professor 
of Systematic Theology by unanimous vote of the Board of 
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LISTEN TO DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE EVERY SUNDAY 

















Location 
Dothan 
Arizona Tucson 
California Oakland 
Wasco 
Colorado Pueblo 
Dist. of 
Col bi Washingt 
Florida St. Petersburg 
Ceorgia Decatur- 
Atlanta 
Illinois Chicago 
Massachusetts Boston 
Michigan Detroit 
(Saturday) 
M West Point 
Yazoo City 
Missourt Kansas City 
(Tuesday) 
red oe) New York 
North 
Carolina Mount Airy 
Ohio Canton 
Cleveland 
Columbus 


Station 


WSGN 

WAGF 
KCNA 

KROW 
Kwso 
KCsJ 


wwoc 


WSUN 


WGLS 
WCFL 
WMEX 
CKLW 
KTIS 


WROB 
WAZF 
WHB 

KBMN 


Wiz 
WVET 


WPAQ 
WAND 


1:00f 
9:30T 
1:00f 
5:30T 


9:307 
6 :30T 
7:30* 
5:30 
7007 
9 :00* 
1 :007 


9 :00* 
2007 
3:307 
9 00* 





Oklahoma 
Penna. 


Rhode 
Island 


Tennessee 


Texas 


Virginia 


Washington 
West 
Virginia 


Panama 
(Monday) 


Location 


Tulsa 
Altoona 
Carlisle 
Erie 


Philadelphia 
Red Lion 
Sayre 
Seranten 


Providence 
Chattanooga 
Johnson 


Memphis 
Nashville 
Amarillo 
Fort Worth 
Tyler 


Wheeling 
Panama City 
* a.m. 

Pp. m. 


KOME 
WVAM 
WLXWw 
WJET 
WIP 
WGCB 
WATS 
WARM 


WPTL-FM 
WAPO 


WRNL 
WSLS 
KULE 
KTAC 
WAIS 
WTIP 
WWVA 
HOXO 





1:307 
2:307 
2:30F 
9 00* 
8 :30* 
4:007 
9:30* 
9 30* 


8 :30F 
8:30* 


2.007 
9 007 
4-007 
3 007 
4rny 
2:30+ 
2007 
4:307 
1 307 
8:15* 
“3 :30T 
2007 
1:307 
1007 
8:30F 





We need to learn how to live. There 
is as much need of teaching divine 
prevention as of making known divine 
healing. When the Jews began to 
build the walls of Jerusalem, they 
wisely “made their prayer unto God, 
and set a watch” (Neh. 4:9). The 
Saviour said, “Watch and pray” (Mt. 
26:41), and if our great enemy cannot 
turn us to the right hand or to the 
left, into false doctrines on the one 
hand or a low standard of living on 
the other, he will give us a push for- 
ward. Then an over-stepping of phys- 
ical strength, an overwrought mind, 
and finally a breakdown, or worse, 
will result, and the whole of our 
future service for Him and for men 
will be imperiled. God’s strength is 
available for activities in His will 
only, and He gives it only to those 
who wait for it. His yoke is easy, and 
an undisturbed spirit and quiet mind 
please Him much; others love to see 
it, too. 

Is the arrangement of life on this 
plan difficult? “See thou make every- 
thing according to the pattern shewed 
thee on the mount.” “The Lord give 
thee understanding in all things.” 

A Christian’s Recreation may be 
defined as “re-equipment for future 
work without loss of spiritual power,” 
and He is longing to teach us how to 
take such necessary rest and change 
for our tired minds and bodies. No 
one will stumble, and we ourselves 
shall not backslide, if He teach us. 
“Who teacheth like Him?” 

The Perfect Human Life has been 
described as having “nothing in it 
which should be out of it, nothing out 
of it which should be in it; and of that 
within it, nothing of overgrowth or 
under-development.” Surely this is a 
useful standard for the ordering of 
our complex and modern lives. 

Beauty consists in harmony, bal- 
ance, and symmetry. The beauty of 
the Lord shines out in the harmony 
of His attributes, the balance of His 
omnipotent activity, and undisturbed 
rest. David made it his life’s ambition 
to “dwell in the house of the Lord, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord and 
to inquire” (Psa. 27:4), and as Moses 
also beheld and inquired, he could 
not but pray. “Let the beauty (de- 
lightfulness, Rotherham) of the Lord 
our God be upon us” (Psa. 90:17). 
May it be also upon us—resident in 
our spirits, radiant in our souls, and 
revealed in our bodies. 

Enp 
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New Years Resolution coum 


I wrote an address which I delivered to a body of 
Christians in Philadelphia on the terrible lack of unity 
that existed in our city among unbelievers. I had dinner 
with a dozen leaders, some of whom were not speaking to 
each other, and did what I could to iron out difficulties. 
I hope that my address, and its circulation to a large 
number of readers contributed something to the marked 
improvement which exists in Philadelphia today. Where 
ten years ago there were bickering factions in the 
spiritual life of the city, I believe that it is safe, to say 
that there is today more spiritual unity among true 
believers in Philadelphia than in almost any city in the 
nation. 

I want that unity to be extended in many different 
directions. I want to make my circle of Christian fellow- 
ship on the basis of the fact that a man is going to be 
in Heaven with me. If he is, then why not get a little 
closer together here and now. Give him the benefit of 
the doubt on the things we do not agree upon as soon as 
we find that we agree upon man’s complete ruin in sin 
and God’s perfect remedy in Christ. I believe that many 
of us have been the victims of a religious McCarthyism. 
Just as the Senator from Wisconsin has yelled “Com- 
munist” at almost anyone to the left of center, so there 
are men who have yelled “Modernist” at any one who 
disagreed with them on points which are certainly 
secondary. Now I have a definite belief in a certain 
prophetic view of the Scriptures, but I know born-again 
men who have a different view. I am going to continue 
to believe that they are mistaken, but I am going to 
believe that they are honest, and am not going to allow 
that difference to stand between us. 

Within my own denomination there are men with 
whom I have not had much fellowship because of eccle- 
siastical differences. Without in anywise changing my 
theological outlook, and without lowering. my right to 
unveil, editorially, specific heresy when I find it in print, 
I want to move closer to many men who are undoubtedly 
going to be with me in Heaven; but with whom I have 
disagreed on denominational emphasis. Again I think the 
ecclesiastical McCarthyism has left its effects on the 
thinking of many people (Wasn’t it Henry James who 
said that when some people think they are thinking, they 
are merely rearranging their prejudices?). I think, for 
example, of the attack that has been made from certain 
quarters on my denomination and upon its Board of 
Foreign Missions. When I toured the mission fields I 
came home with a report, which I am convinced was 
absolutely true, that the missionaries are merely the 
church at home dwelling in other countries. Are there 
lazy ministers at home? There are lazy missionaries—but 
not as many. Are there liberal ministers at home? There 
are liberal missionaries—but not as many. And so on. 

Recently I saw an attack on the denomination which 
stated that anyone who gave a dollar to its mission pro- 
gram was supporting modernism on the foreign field, 
From the same quarter I saw an attack en the denomina- 
tion which labeled it as apostate. Then I began to do.a 
little figuring. Just suppose—I do not present; the follow- 


»ing figures as real but-use them merely as:an ‘illustration 


—just suppose that half the church at home should be 
found to Be “liberal” (Some would:immediately say ‘the 
proportion was higher, but that- would make the argu- 
ment boomerang against them even more.). Most cer- 
tainly the proportion of good missionaries is much 
higher. Even if we say that.only seventy per cent of the 
missionaries are faithful (and again the figures are pulled 
out of a hat, and are loaded in favor of the bitter critics), 
we must immediately see that no fundamental people in 
our denomination are supporting modernism on the field 
but on the figures of the critics themselves it is seen 
that the liberals are really supporting fundamental mis- 
sionaries, for there are so many more of them in pro- 
portion. So while as an Editor of an interdenominational 
magazine I shall still present the needs of the faith 
missions, as they are called, I shall, within my own 
church think more of the magnificent work being done by 
our missionaries in the Cameroons, in Korea, in some 
parts of Latin America, and so on. 
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And when I got to thinking along these lines, I 
to think of ee differences between © tual life ‘in 
America and that in Britain. Over there lines are not 


sharply drawn as they are here. Every man is j by 
himself. This probably arises from the prevetate «golf 


_tice of haying a state church with high, low, and broad 


churchmen all under the samé Bishops. No one could 
accuse a Griffith-Thomas, or a Bishop Moule, or a Bishop 
Ryle of being liberals. And they have their successors 
today in a church that produces a Red Dean, higher 
critics, and Anglo Catholics. In spite of this, the witness 
is in no wise impaired. In fact, the existence of such 
sharply drawn categories makes it possible for each man 
to speak more freely that which he truly believes, since 
he knows that others will respect his right to say it, and 
will leave the final judgment of it to the Lord. ; 

Some people will think that I am trying to give the 
Devil his due, but I want to say a word about the 
ecumenical movement. I read a report some months ago 
in a liberal paper which commented on a meeting in the 
ecumenical field, stating that they had come together, 
read feports, argued, and disbanded without doing any- 
thing. It was a perfect description of a meeting which I 
had attended, and which had been composed of funda- 
mental men throughout. And I thought of the need of 
more unity among believers in this world today. Some- 
times I think, “Don’t men realize that this is 1953 and 
that the H-bomb has been perfected?” 

Out in China I once met a Christian leader and hap- 
pened to ask him what church he belonged to. As well 
as I can remember he replied, with a wry smile, “I am a 
Swedish-American Lutheran of the Augustana Synod.” 
And twenty-five miles away another Chinese Christian 
might have been led to the Lord by the missionaries of 
the Missouri Synod; and should they not take Com- 
munion together’ because someone in the Mississippi 
Valley was not in accord with someorie else? There is 
tremendous need for unity on the foreign fields, and any 
attempt to divide along American lines is a sin that will 
bring sharp censure at the judgment.seat of Christ. 

And I would be dishonest if I did not recognize that 
some of the things that have been accomplished by the 
National and World Councils are truly magnificent 
achievements for the Lord Jesus Christ. Take for 
example the work that has been done among the hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees—Arabs from Israel, 
Bulgars in Turkey, North Koreans in South Korea, DP’s 
in Western Europe. More than cups of cold water have 
been given in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in this, 
every believer who feels himself loved by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, must rejoice. 

I could go on for several pages more, and may at some 
future time. There may be.a few of my readers who will 


«not like what I have written: I assure them that there is 


no deviation whatsoever in what I have written here 


_tfrom all that I have written through the years. In fact, 
‘ d-believe that.the love of Jesus Christ must mellow a 


man, and that the Holy Spirit who dwells in me is the 
same Holy Spirit who dwells in all who have been born 


. again, and that He must move to draw us all toward the 


Lord: Jesus. It is*my prayer that I may humbly follow 
His leading and put no barriers that, He has not placed 
Himself. In this same Spirit I have had good fellowship 
with men who might be called extreme in their adherence 
to some doctrine, such as that which fosters so-called 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit. When we talked 
together I found that we had Christ in common. It 
was wonderful. 

I am trying to think ahead. Is it possible that a few 
Russian bombs may drop on one of our great cities in 
the next few years? If so, working side by side in the 
rubble, I shall hope to call out on a Sunday morning, 
“Let all who believe in the Lord Jesus come here... I 
have a loaf of bread, and I am going to tear off a small 
piece and remember Him. I will pass this loaf around 
the crowd, and let all who will take his portion, so long 
as he knows his portion is Christ.” And it would be good 
if we didn’t have to wait until the bombs fall .. . 

END 
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